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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should
begin studying a foreign language as soon as they start school.

Studying the English language in an English-speaking country is the
best but not the only way to learn the language. ‘
Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Some people believe that university students should be required to
attend classes. Others believe that going to classes should be optional
for students. Which point of view do you agree with? Use specific
reasons and details to support your answer.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more
important for students to study history and literature than it is for
them to study science and mathematics. Use specific reasons and
examples to support your opinion.

Students should pay the full cost of their own university studies, rather
than have free higher education provided by the state.
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

University education should be restricted to the very best academic
students, rather than being available to a large proportion of young
people.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

In some countries young people are encouraged to work or travel for a
year between finishing high school and starting university studies.
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages for young people who decide
to do this.

In many countries children are engaged in some kind of paid work.
Some people regard this as completely wrong, while others consider it
as valuable work experience, important for learning and taking
responsibility.

‘What are your opinions on this?

Some people believe that children's leisure activities must be
educational, otherwise they are a complete waste of time.

Do you agree or disagree?
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People attend college or umiversity for many different reasons (for
example, new experiences, career preparation, increased knowledge).
Why do you think people attend college or university? Use specific
reasons and examples to support your answer.

Many teachers assign homework to students everyday. Do you think
that daily homework is necessary for students? Use specific reasons
and details to support your answer.

Some universities require students to take classes in many subjects,
Other universities require students to specialize in one subject. Which
ig better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Schools should ask students to evaluate their teachers. Do you agree or
disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Going overseas for university study is an exciting prospect for many
people. But while it may offer some advantages, it is probably better to
stay home because of the difficulties a student inevitably encounter
living and studying in a different culture.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Give reasons for your answer.

Disruptive school students have a negative influence on others.
Students who are noisy and discbedient should be grouped together
and taught separately.

Do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are the
best teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most
experiences in our lives that seemed difficult at the time become
valuable lessons for the future. Use reasons and specific examples to
support your answer.

Students at universities often have a choice of places to live. They may
choose to-live in university dormitories, or they may choose to live in
apartments in the community. Compare the advantages of living in
university housing with the advantages of living in an apartment in the
community., Where would you prefer to live? Give reasons for your
preference.

Some people believe that a college or university education should be
available to all students, Others believe that higher education should
be available to only good students. Discuss these views. Which view do
you agree with? Explain why.
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Subjects such as Art, Sport and Music are being dropped from the
school curriculum for subjects such as Information Technology (IT).
Many people feel that children suffer as a result of these changes.

To what extent would you support or reject the idea of removing these
subject from the school eurriculum?

What are the advantages and disadvantages of co-education?

1t has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in books.”
Compare and contrast knowledge gained from experience with
knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which source is more
important? Why?

Many students have to live with a roommate while going to school or
university. What are some of the important qualities of a good
roommate? Use specific reasons and examples to explain why these
qualities are important.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers
should be paid according to how much their students learn. Give
specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

People learn in different ways. Some people learn by doing things;
other people learn by reading about things; others learn by listening to
people talk about things, Which of these methods of learning is best for
you? Use specific examples to support your choice.

Some high schools require all students to wear school uniforms. Other
high schools permit students to decide what to wear to school. Which of
these two school policies do you think is better? Use specific reasons
and examples to support your opinion.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? High schools
should allow students to study the courses that students want to study.
‘Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Some people believe that students should be given one long vacation
each year. Others believe that students should have several short
vacations throughout the year. Which viewpoint do you agree with?
Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

In the future, students may have the choice of studying at home by
using technology such as computers or television or of studying at
traditional schools. Which would you prefer? Use reasons and specific
details to explain your choice.

Many students choose to attend schools or universities outside their
home countries. Why do some students study abroad? Use specific
reasons and details to explain your answer.
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In many countries these days, the number of people continuing their
education after school has increased, and the range of courses available
at universities and colleges has also increased.

Do you think this is a positive or negative development?

Modern societies need specialists in certain fields, but not in others.
Some people therefore think that governments should pay university
fees for students who study subjects that are needed by society. Those

who choose to study less relevant subjects should not receive

government funding.
Would the advantages of such an educational policy outweigh the

disadvantages?

University education should be restricted to the very best academic
students, rather than being available to a large proportion of young
people.

To what extent do you agree or disagree? .
Some people think it would be a good idea for schools to teach every

young person how to be a good parent.
Do you agree or disagree with this opinion? Describe the gkills a person

needs to be a good parent.
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Young people in the modern world seem to have more power and
influence than any previous young generation.

Why is this the case?

What impact does this have on the relationship between old and young
people?

Tt is generally accepted that families are not as close as they used to be.
Give some reasons why this change has happened and suggest how
families could be brought closer together.

Include any relevant examples from your experience

Some people think men and woman have different natural abilities that
make them suitable for different types of work. Others, however,
believe that both men and women can be equally suited to do any type
of work.

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

Many people believe women make betier parents than men and that
this is why they have the greater role in raising children in most
societies. Others claim that men are just a3 good as women at parenting.
Write an essay expressing your point of view.

Give reasons for your answer.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should
be required to help with household tasks as soon as they are able to do
s0. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement. Classmates are
a more important influence than parents on a thild’s success in school.
‘Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city.
Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to develop
your essay.

Some people think that family is the most important influence on
young adults. Other people think that friends are the most important
influence on young adults. Which view do you agree with? Use
examples to support your opinion.

What are the important qualities of a good son or daughter? Have these
qualities changed or remained the same over time in your culture? Use
specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

What are some of the qualities of a good parent? Use specific details
and examples to explain your answer.

Some people think that family is the most important influence on
young adults. Other people think that friends are the most important
influence on young adults. Which view do you agree with? Use
examples to support your opinion.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents or
other adult relatives should make important decisions for their older
(15-18 year old) teenaged children. Use specific reasons and examples
to support your opinion.
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It has been claimed that workers over 50 are not responsive to rapidly
changing ideas in the modern workplace and that for this reason
younger workers are to be preferred.

To what extent would you support or reject this idea?

In recent years some countries have experienced very r.apid economic
development. This has resulted in much higher standards of living in
urban areas but'not in the countryside.

This situation may bring some problems for the country as a whole.
What are these problems?

How might they be reduced?

64

64

65

66

67

68

69

69

71

72

TorPiC 49

Toric 50

TorIC 51

Toric 52

Toric 83

Toric 54

ToriIC B5

ToriC 56

Toric 57

Toric 58

In some countries, it can be very difficult for people over the age of 50
to get good jobs, despite their experience. )

What do you think are the causes of this problem, and what measures
could be taken to solve it?

Some people regard work as the most important thing in life and have
little interest in anything else. Other people are more enthusiastic
about their hobbies and leisure interests than their jobs.
Discuss both these attitudes and give your own opinion.

Improvements in health, education and trade are essential for the
development of poorer nations. However, the governments of richer
nations should take more responsibility for helping the poorer nations
in such areas.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

In many countries children are engaged in some kind of paid work.
Some people regard this as completely wrong, while others consider it
as valuable work experience, important for learning and taking
responsibility.

What are your opinion on this?

Many people are using credit cards or loans to run up huge personal
debts that they may be unable to repay. It should therefore be made
more difficult for individuals to borrow large amounts of money.

‘What are your opinions on this?

We all work or will work in Jobs with many different kinds of people. In
your opinicn, what are some important characteristics of a co-worker
(someone you work closely with)? Use reasons and specific examples to
explain why these characteristics are important,

In some countries, teenagers have jobs while they are still students. Do
you think this is a good idea? Support your opinion by using specific
reasons and details,

You have enough money to purchase either a house or a business.

Which would you choose to buy? Give specific reasons to explain your
choice.

A company has announced ,that it wishes to build a large factory, near
your community. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this
new influence on your community. Do you support or oppose the
factory? Explain your position.

If you were an employer, which kind of worker would you prefer to hire:
an inexperienced worker at a lower salary or an experienced worker at
a higher salary? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most
important aspect of a job is the money a person earns. Use specific
reasons and examples to support your answer.

The international community should reduce or eliminate the debts of
the world’s poorest countries.
To what extent would you support or reject this proposal?

Some of the methods used in advertising are unethical and
unacceptable in today’s society.
To what extent do you agree with this view?

Some people argue that the government should give every unemployed
person a mobile phone and should make sure they have access to the
Internet.

They believe this is the best way of using public money to reduce the
problem of unemployment.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

‘Workers like doctor and teachers are under valued and underpaid, at
least compared to actors and actresses. What is your opinions on this
matter.

Is it better to enjoy your money when you earn it, or is it better to save
your money for some time in the future? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your opinion.

Businesses should hire employees for their entire lives. Do you agree or
disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Which would you choose - a high-paying job with long hours that would
give you little time with family and friends or a lower-paying job with
shorter hours that would give you more time with family and friends?
Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.

It is sometimes said that borrowing money from a friend can harm or
damage the friendship. Do you egree? Why or why not? Use reasons
and specific examples to explain your answer.

More and more qualified people are moving from poor to rich countries
to fill vacancies in specialist areas like engineering, computing and
medicine. Some people believe that by encouraging the movement of
such people rich countries are stealing from poor countries. Others feel
that this is only part of the natural movement of workers around the
world.

What is your opinion?

Do you think rich countries should pay poorer countries for the people
they encourage to come? -

What other measures could rich countries take to encourage qualified
people to stay and help develop their own countries?
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Business should hire employees for their entire lives. Do you agree or
disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Advertising can

. tell you a lot about a country. Use specific reasons and examples to

support your answer.
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The only way to reduce the amount of traffic in cities today is by
reducing the need for people to travel from home for work; education or
shopping.
To what extent do you agree or disagree?
We know that cars cause pollution and other problems. Many city
centres now have car-free areas, and in some countries drivers have to
pay a pollution tax.
However, the car is still very popular as it is the cheapest and most
comfortable way to travel.
Do you agree or disagree?
Give reasons for your answers.
Air traffic is increasingly leading to more noise, pougtion and airport
construction. One ‘reason for this is the growth in low-cost passenger
flights, often to holiday destinations.
Some people say that governments should try to reduce air traffic by
taxing it more heavily.
Do you agree or disagree?
There is an excessive number of cars on our roads today and this leads
to many problems. Individuals and governments should ensure that
public transport plays a more important role in modern to tackle these
problems.
To what extent do you agree with this statement?
Should governments spend more money on improving roads and higl?-
ways, or should governments spend more money on improving public
transportation (buses, trains, subways)? Why? Use specific reasons and
details to develop your essay.

Vou need to travel from your home to a place 40 miles (64 kilometers)
away. Compare the different kinds of transportation you could use. Tell
which method of travel you would choose, Give specific reasons for your

choice.
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The burning of oil for transport, especially in private cars, is wasteful
and environmentally irresponsible. Taxation on petrol and diesel fuel
should be increase to very high levels to discourage the use of private cars.
To what extent would you support or reject this idea?

We know that cars cause pollution and other problems. Many city
centers now have car free areas, and in some countries drivers have to
pay a pollution tax. However, the car is still very popular as it is the
cheapest and most comfortable way to travel.

Do you agree or disagree? :

CHAPTER 5. Travelling and tourism
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Tourism is a modern form of colonialism. It distorts local economies,
causes environmental damage and ruins the places it exploits.
To what extent would you support or reject this idea?

People who travel to another country to live, work or study for a period
of time often suffer badly from homesickness.

Why is this?

What are the best ways to reduce this problem?

You have the opportunity to visit a foreign country for two weeks.
Which country would you like to visit? Use specific reasons and details
ta explain your choice.

Imagine that you have received some land to use as you wish. How
would you use this land? Use specific details to explain your answer.

A foreign visitor has only one day to spend in your country. Where
should this visitor go on that day? Why? Use specific reasons and
details to support your choice.

Many people visit museums when they travel to new places. Why do
you think people visit museums? Use specific reasons and examples to
support your answer.

Some people like to travel with a companion. Other people prefer to
travel alone: Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to
support your choice.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best way to
travel is in a group led by a tour guide. Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

_If you could travel back in time to meet a famous person from history,

what person would you like to meet? Use specific reasons and examples
to support your choice.
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Many people believe that the high levels of violence in films today are
causing serious social problems. .
What are these problem and how could they be reduced?

Music is played in every society and culture in the world today.

Some people think that music brings only benefits to individuals and
societies. Others, however, think that music can have a negative
influence on both.

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

Sports which depend on violence for their entertainment, such as
boxing and wrestling, have no place in a civilized society and should be
banned.

To what extent would you support or reject this idea?

Successful sports professionals can earn a great deal more than people
in other important professions. Some people think this is fully justified
while others think it is unfair.

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

Movies are popular all over the world. Explain why movies are so
popular. Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

Films can tell us a lot about the country where they were made, What
have you learned about a country from watching its movies? Use
specific examples and details to support your response.

How do movies or television Influence people's behavior? Use reasons
and specific examples to support your answer.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television has
destroyed communication among friends and family. Use specific
reasons and examples to support your opinions.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Games are as
important for children as they are for adults. Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answers.

Some young children spend a great amount of their time practicing
sports. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this. Use specific
reasons and examples to support your answer.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Watching
television is bad for children. Use specific details and examples to
support your answer.
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TOPIC 99 People listen to music for different reasons and at different times. Why
is mugic important to many people? Use specific reasons and examples
to support your choice. :

Toric 160 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television,
newspapers, magazines, and other media pay too much attention to the
-personal lives of famous people such as public figures and celebrities.
Use specific reasons and details to explain your opinion.

Toric 101 Why do you think some people are attracted to dangerous sports or
other dangerous activities? Use specific reasons and examples to
support your answer. '

Toric 102 Some movies are sericus, designed to make the audience think. Other
movies are designed primarily to amuse and entertain. Which type of
movie do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your
aNSWer.

CHAPTER 7. Telecommunication - Technology

Toric 103 In the last 20 years there have been significant developments in the
field of information technology (IT), for example the World Wide Web
and communication by e-mail. However, future developments in IT are
likely to have more negative effects than positive.

To what extent do you agree with this view?

Toric 904 ~Using a computer every day can have more negative than positive
effects on young children.
Do you apree disagree?

Toric 105 E-mail has had a huge impact on professional and social
communication, but this impact has been negative as well as positive.
Do the disadvantages of using e-mail outweigh the advantages?

Toric 108  We are becoming increasingly dependent on computers. They are used
in businesses, hospitals, crime detection and even to fly planes. What
things will they be used for in the future? Is this dependence on
computers a good thing or should we be more suspicious of their
benefits?

Toric 407  Parents should restrict the using television and computer of their
children.

Do you agree or disagree?

Toric 408  Some people think that Internet provide humsan with a lot of valuable
information. Other think access to so much information creates
problems. Which view do you apgree with? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your opinion.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Modern

technology is creating a single world culture. Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

Some people think the Internet provides people with a Iot of valuable
information. Others think access to so much information creates
problems. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your opinion,

The 21st century has begun. What changes do you think this new
century will bring? Use examples and details in your answers.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? With the help of
technology, students nowadays can learn more information and learn it
more quickly. Use specific reasons and examples to support your

answer,

Some people think that the automobile has improved modern life,
COthers think that the automobile has caused serious problems. What is
your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your

answer.

Some people say that computers have made life easier and more
convenient. Other people say that computers have*made life more
complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Technology has
made the world a better place to live, Use specific reasons and

examples to support your statement.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Telephone and
e-mail have made communications between people less personal. Use
specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

What discovery in the last 100 years has been most beneficial for
people in your country? Use specific reasons and examples to support

your choice.

Some people think that governments should spend as much money as
possible on developing or buying computer technology. Other people
disagree and think that this money should be spent on more basic
needs. Which one of these opinions do-you agree with? Use specific
reasons and details to support your answer.
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Currently there is a trend towards the use of alternative forms of
medicine. However, at best these methods are ineffective, and at worst
they may be dangerous.

To what extent do you agree with this statement?

“Prevention is better than cure”

Out of a country’s health budget, a large proportion should be diverted
from treatment to spending on health education and preventative
measures.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Most developed countries spend a large proportion of their health
budgets on expensive medical technology and procedures. This money
should be spent instead on health education to keep people-well. To
what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

Write an essay expressing your point of view on the following topic:
People’s access to good health care should not depend on social factors
such as their level of income or social status.

People do many different things to stay healthy. What do you do for
good health? Use specific reasons and examples to support your
answer.

Should parents be obliged to immunize their children against common
childhood diseases? Or do individuals have the right to choose not to
immunize their children?

CHAPTER 9. Culture and tradition

Toric 125

Toric 126

Toric 127
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When a country develops its technology, the traditional skills and ways
of life die out. It is pointless to try and keep them alive.
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

Schools and parents often require their pupils to wear school uniforms.
The pupils, however, usually dislike this. There are acceptable
arguments both for and against the wearing of school uniforms.

Explain some of the arguments both for and against the wearing of
school uniforms and state what is your opinion on the subject.

The twentieth century saw great change. In your opinion, what is one
change that should be remembered about the twentieth century? Use
specific reasons and details to explain your choice.
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Holidays honor people or events. If you could create a new holiday,
what person or event would it honor and how would you want people to
celebrate it? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

Describe New Year celebrations in your country.

Describe a custom from your eountry that you would like people in
other countries to adopt. Explain your choice using specific reasons and
examples.

When people move to another country, some of them decide to follow
the customs of the new country. Others prefer to keep their own
customs. Compare these two choices. Which one do you prefer? Support
your answer with specific details.

Would you prefer to live in a traditional house or in a more modern
apartment building? Use specific reasons and details to support your
choice.

Some people enjoy change and they look forward to new experiences.
Others like their lives to stay the same, and they do not change their
usual habits. Compare these two approaches to life. Which approach do
you prefer? Why?

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People behave
differently when they wear different clothes. Do $ou agree that
different clothes influence the way people behave? Use specific
examples to support your answer.

Holidays honor people or events. If you could create a new holiday,
what person or event would it honor and how would you want people to
celebrate it? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Dancing plays
an important role in a culture. Use specific reaons and examples to
support your answer.

CHAPTER 10. Pets

ToriC 137

ToriC 138

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A zoo has no
useful purpose. Use specific reasons and examples to explain your
answer.

Many people keep dogs and cats as companions. Discuss the
advantages and disadvantages of pet ownership for the animals
involved and for the community as a whole.
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Toric 128
pets, while people throughout the world are starving.
Discuss the arguments for and against keeping pets.
To what extent do you agree?

Toric 140  What is the most important animal in your country? Why is this
animal important? Use reasons and “specific details to explain your
answer.

fopic 149 Many people have a close relationship with their pets. These people-
treat their birds, cats or other animals as members of their family. In
your opinion, are such relationships goed? Why or why not? Use specific
reasons and examples to support your answer.

CHAPTER 11. Supplements

Toric 142  Research indicates that the characteristics we are born with have much
more influence on our personality and development than any
experiences we may have in our life.

Which do you consider to be the major influence?
Topc 143 Nowadays we are producing more and more rubbish.
Why do you think this is happening?
What can governments do to help reduce the amount of rubbish
produced? .

Toric 144  Some governments say how many children a family can have in their
country. They may control the number of children someone has through
taxes.
1t is sometimes necessary and right for a government to control the
population in this way.

Do you agree or disagree?
Give reasons for your answer.

Toric 145  The position of women in society has changed markedly in the last
twenty years. Many of the problems young people now experience, such
as juvenile delinquency, arise from the fact that many married women
now work and are not at home to care for their children.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

ToPiC 146 Without capital punishment (the death penalty) our lives are less
secure and crimes of violence increase. Capital punishment is essential
to control violence in society.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?
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Overpopulation of urban areas has led to numerous problems. Identify
one or two serious ones and suggest ways that governments and
individuals tackle these problems.

In recent years, many countries have become extremely concerned
about the increase in crimes committed by young people. Tough
‘measures and strict punishments are r;ecessary to stop youths from re-
offending.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

Many governments are now trying to prevent global warming and the
effect it has on our environment. They are trying to reduce the things
which contribute to global warming such as pollution from cars and
destruction of the rain forests.

Describe what you think the problem is and the actions you think your
government should take to solve it.

1t has been claimed that workers over 50 are not responsive to rapidly
changing ideas in the modern workplace and that for this reason
younger workers are to be preferred.

To what extent would you support or reject this idea?

Happiness is considered very important in life.
Why is it difficult to define?
What factors are important in achieving happiness?

CHAPTER 12. Letters

Toric 152

ToriC 1583

Toric 154

You and your family are living in rented accommodation in an English-
speaking country. You are not satisfied with the condition of some of
the furniture.

Write a letter to the landlord. In your letter.

- introduce yourself

- explain what is wrong with the furniture-

. say what action you would like the landlord to take

You borrowed some books from your school or college library.
Unfortunately you have to go away to visit a sick relative and cannot
return the books ift time.

Write a letter to the library. Explain what has happed and tell them
what you want to do about it.

You travelled by plane last week and your suitcase was lost.

You have still heard nothing from the airline company.

Write to the airline and explain what happened. Describe your suitcase
and tell them what was in it. Find out what they are going to do about it.
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You have decided to join a club which puts pen friends from around the
world in touch with each other. Write a letter giving details about
yourself and about the sort of person you would like to correspond with.
They will use this information to put you in touch with a suitable
person. .

Write a letter to the club providing this information.

One month ago you travelled to Japan by plane. You arrived four hours
late because of a mechanieal problem, and your luggage was lost. Your
luggage has still not been returned to you.

Write a letter to the airline. Explain what happened and tell them
what you want them to do about this situation.

You are due to start a new job next week but you will not be able to
because you have some problems.

Write a letter to your new employer. In your letter.

- explain your situation

- describe your problems

- tell him/her when you think you can start.

You have had a bank account for a few years. Recently you received a
letter from the bank stating that your account is $240 overdrawn and
that you will be charged $70 which will be taken directly from your
account. You know that this information is incorrect.

Write a letter to the bank. Explain what has happened and say what
you would like them to do about it.

Your neighbours have recently written to you to complain about the
noise from your houselflat.

Write a letter to your neighbours. In your letter.

- explain the reasons for the noise

- apologise

- describe what action you will take

You wrote to the Harvey School of English last month asking for a
brochure and for details of how to arrange accommodation. You have
received nothing. You have telephoned but only spoken to the
caretaker.

Write a letter to the school owners. Explain the situation and tell them
what you want to happen.

You have bought a packet of breakfast cereal at Gibbon’s Supermarket.
When you opened it at home it had clearly gone bad.

Write a letter of complaint to the manager of the supermarket and
explain what you want to happen.
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A letter to a former school friend who has moved to another town.
A letter to a company asking for help with a school project.
Letter to a penfriend about his forthcoming visit.

'Letter to a friend about a recent experience.

Write a letter to your friend who has recently met with a family
disaster. Your letter must be a comforting and consoling one.

Write a letter to a newspaper protesting against street noise.
Write a letter to thank someone for returning a lost wallet. -
Write a letter to a friend inviting him to visit you during the holiday.

Write a letter to the manager of a bus station to complain about the
facilities.

Write a letter to inform a friend of your holiday plans.

Write a letter to apologise for a misunderstanding.

Write a letter to a neighbour complaining about noise.

Write .a letter inviting somebody to stay at your home

Write a letter tora cousin, congratulating him on passing his exams

Your friend sent you a present for a birthday, write a létter to him,
thanking him for the gift.

Write a letter to your friend expressing your apology in not being able
to keep an appointment.

Write to your friend explaining what you would like to do. Tell him/her
what type of work or studies you have been doing for the past few years
and ask for assistance in contacting an appropriate institution.

You are a student living in a rent house, and your next month's rent is
due on Saturday, however, you cannot pay in due course.

Write a letter to the landlord explaining this, and additionally state
some problems.

You took a two-day course, you are asked to write a letter to the course
organiser. Describe the details about the course and give suggestions
on how to improve the course.

Write a letter to the course organiser and describe the details about the

course and give suggestions.
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You are a student who seek accommodation for a group of students and
have to write a letter to the Manager of Student Hotel Services.
Describe your situation and specify your demand for the
accommodation.

Write a letter to the manager and describe the details about your
requirements,

You are studying at a university in the north of England. Your passport
has been stolen. Here is the form filled in for the police:

Lost Passport Details Police  Reference Number:
CX241

Passport number A4847009X

Date of issue 28/2/1992 Date of expiry 27/2/2002

Place lost Leeds bus station Date and time lost 9 October
10:20am

Write to your embassy in London, giving details of who you are, what
happened and asking what you should do to get a new passport.

You live in a room in college which you share with another student.
You find it very difficult to work there because your roommate always
has friends visiting. He/She has parties in the room and sometimes
borrows your things without asking you.

Write a letter to the Accommodation Officer at the college and ask for a
new room next term.

You are a commuter. One morning on your way to work you suddenly
felt dizzy and lost consciousness. One gentleman on the same bus sent
you to a hospital.

Write a letter to the company where the gentleman works to extend
your gratitude,

As an Asia-wide traveller, you have quite many opinions on travelling.
Write a letter to a travel agency and make some suggestions.

You are a university student.
Write a letter apply for scholarship.

Write a letter to a roommate apologizing for not saying good-bye to
him/her when you left school the-last day of semester. Explain the
reason why you were not able to say good-bye to him/her and invite
him/her to visit you.
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The graph and table below give information about water use worldwide
and water consumption in two different countries.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

The diagrams below show the life cycle of the silkworm and the stages
in the produetion of silk cloth.
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main

.features, and make comparisons where relevant.

The charts below give information about USA marriage and divorce
rates between 1970 and 2000, and the marital status of adult
Americans in two of the years. .

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

The graph below shows four countries of residence of overseas students
in Australia.

Summarize the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

The diagram below shows the environmental issues rajsed by a product
over itg life cycle.

Summarize the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

The charts below show the number of girls per 100 boys in all levels of
education. Summarize the information by selecting and reporting on
the main features, and make comparisons where relevant.

The table below shows causes of injuries in Australia for teenagers and
the general population.

Summarize the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, making comparisons where relevant.

The graphs below show the number of visits to and from the UK
between 1979 and 1999, and some destinations of UK citizens traveling

abroad.
Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information

shown below.
The graph below shows the number of students learning foreign

languages in certain British schools between 1940 and 2000. Write a
report for a university lecturer describing the information shown below.
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The graph shows figures for motorcycle production in five countries
during the period 1940-1990.Write a report for a university lecturer
describing the information shown below.

The following table shows the sources of generated electricity for five
European countries. Write a report for a university lecturer describing
the information shown below.

The graph below shows the proporﬁun of the population aged 65 and
over between 1940 and 2040 in three difféerent countries.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

The charts below show the main reasons for study among students of
different age groups and the amount of support they received from
employers.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

The following graph gives information about book-buying over 30 years
in New York. Write a report for a university lecturer describing the
information shown below.

The chart below shows the amount spent on six consumer goods in four
European countries.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information
shown below.

The chart below show the levels of participation in education and
science in developing and industrialized countries in 1980 and 1990,
Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information
shown below.

The graph below shows the unemployment rates in the US and Japan
between March 1993 and March 1999.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information
shown below.,

The graph below compares figures for the production and consumption
of energy in the US from 1950 to 2000. It also predicts figures for 2025.
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

The table below shows the results of a survey to find out what members
of a city sports club think about the club’s activities, facilities and
opening hours. .
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make any comparisons where relevant.
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The charts below give information about the way in which water was
uged in different countries in 2000, -

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

The diagrams below show the development of a small fishing village
and its surrounding area into a large European tourist resort.
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

The map below is of the town of Garlsdon. A new supermarket (S) is
planned for the town. The map shows two possible sites for the
supermarket.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant,

The table below gives information about the underground railway
systems in six cities. .

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main
features, and make comparisons where relevant.

The graph below gives information about the progress of certain
diseases during childhood betwéen 1950 and 2000 in a developing
country.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information
shown below.

The following table shows preferences for academic subjects studied at
degree level in different countries. Write a report for a university
lecturer describing the information shown below.

The table below shows the total appearances in court or 10 to 18 year
old children distinguished by age and sex in New South Wales,
Australia between July 1994 and June 19950.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information
shown below.

The table below shows the consumer durables (telephone, refrigerator,
etc.) owned in Britain from 1972 to 1983.
Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information

shown below.

The chart below shows the amount of leisure time enjoyed by men and
women of different employment status. v
Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information

shown below.
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The first chart below shows the results of a survey which sz;mpled a
cross-section of 100,000 people asking if they travelled abroad and why
they travelled for the period 1994 - 98. The second chart shows their
destinations over the same period.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information
shown below. '

The table below shows the figures for imprisonment in five countries
between 1930 and 1980,

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information
shown below.

The graphs below show the number of drivers in Britain who have been
caught driving too fast by speed cameras placed on roads, and the
number of people killed in road accidents, over an eight year period
since the introduction of speed cameras. The tables show the results of
a survey on people’s opinions on speed cameras.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information
below.

The diagram below shows the process for making a water clock.
Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information
below.

The bar charts and line graph below show the results of a survey
conducted over a three-year period to discover what people who live in
London think of the city.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information
below.

Tai | i euVNU. com Téng hop & Suu tanm

26

228

229

230

231

232

§

et 3

E@m@_gﬁmn

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should|

begin studying a foreign language as soon as they start school.
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Children should begin  studying a foreign as soon as they start school
Childhood is the best time to learn a foreign language. It is easier at that time, it
contributes to a child’s development, and it helps children expand their knowledge.

Everybody knows that it is much easier to learn foreign languages when you
are young. Children’s minds are ready to learn many new things. When children
learn foreign languages, they learn them as well as their native language. If they
wait until they are older to study a language, it is much harder to become fluent.

Many studies have shown that learning a language helps the child's mind
develop. Children who learn foreign languages also do better in their other
subjects. It helps their intellect develop more. This isn't so true for older students.

Learning foreign languages can help children expand their knowledge of the
world. If they learn a foreign language, they will be interested in the people who
speak that language. They will want to know about their country and customs.
They will want to understand them instead of becoming afraid of them because
ti1ey are different.

Learning a foreign language has many advantages for everybody. It
contributes to our intellectual development and our understanding of the world.
The younger a language student is, the more advantages he or she gets from
learning the language. So, the best time for a child to start studying a foreign

language is when he or she starts school.
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but not the only way to learn the language.
Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Studying a language in a country where it is widely spoken has many
advantages. It is, therefore, a good idea to study English in a country such as
Britain. However, I believe it is not the only way to learn the language.

In the first place, most students in non-English-speaking countries learn
English at secondary school, and sometimes at university nowadays. Although
their spoken English is not usually of a very high standard, their knowledge of
grammar is often quite advanced. This is certainly useful when students come to
an English-speaking country to perfect the language.

Secondly, studying the basics of English at secondary school is less stressful
than learning the language while overseas. This is because student's living at home
do not have to worry about problems such as finding accommodation, paying for
their study and living costs, and trying to survive in a foreign country where day to
day living causes much stress.

However, there are obvious advantages of learning English in Britain. Every
day there are opportunities to practice listening to and speaking with British
people. Also students can experience the culture first-hand, which is a great help
when trying to understand the language. This is especially true if they choose to
live with a British family, as exchange students for example. Furthermore, if
students attend a language school full-time, the teachers will be native speakers.
In this case, not only will students' speaking and listening skills improve, but
attention can be given to developing reading and writing skills as well.

In general, even though it is preferable to study English in an English
speaking country, a reasonable level of English can be achieved in one’s own
country, if a student is gifted and dedicated to study

Comment: This is a very good model essay.

Possible: Band 9 score (IEL TS).
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‘Some pople believe that university students should be required to
attend classes. Others believe that going to classes should be optional for :

students. Which point of view do you agree with? Use specific reasons|

and details to support your answer.

Some people believe that going to classes should be optional for university
students, but I disagree. Students learn a lot more In classes than they can learn
from books. In class they have the advantage of learning from the teacher; of
interacting with their classmates, and of developing the responsibility it takes to be
a good student.

When students attend class, they receive the benefit of the teacher's
knowledge. The best teachers do more than just go over the material in the class
textbook. They draw their students into discussion of the material. They present
opposing points of view. They provide additional information by inviting guest

speakers or showing documentary films.

Going to class also teaches students how to work with other people. In class,
students have to present their ideas to their classmates. They have to defend their
ideas if their classmates disagree with them, but still remain friendly when the
discussion is over. They have to learn to work in groups to complete class projects.

Attending classes teaches students responsibility. Having to be at a particular
place at a particular time prepares them for getting a job. Having to complete
assignments on time also helps develop responsibility.

‘Anyone can get information from books, but students get a great many more
advantages when they attend class. They get the benefit of the teacher's knowledge
and experience, and even more than that, they learn how to work with others and
to develop a sense of responsibility. These are not optional skills in life, so

attending classes should not be optionsl at a university.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more :
important for students to study history and literature than it is for them

to study science and mathematics. Use specific reasons and examples to

’support your opinion.

In my opinion, it is much.more important for students to study science and
mathematics than it is for them to study history and literature. Science and
mathematics are much more practical. It is easier to get a job with science and
math skills. Scientists and mathematicians have more social prestige, and they can
earn higher salaries.

People who study sgience and mathematics get jobs more easily than people
who study history and literature. There are always jobs in fields such as medicine,
computer science, engineering, and other professions that require a science or math
background. People who study history or literature can only become writers or
college professors. It is difficult to get well-paying jobs in those fields.

Scientists and mathematicians have a lot of social prestige. Let's face it - our
society values science and math. If you go to a party and say, “I am a rocket
scientist,” people will be interested in you. They will want to talk to you and be
your friend. If yoxi say, ‘I am an historian,” no one will pay any attention to you.

Scientists and mathematicians also earn more money than people in other
fields because society values them more. A doctor, a chemist, a medical researcher,
- & person in anyone of these professions usually earns a far higher salary than a
literature professor, for example, or a history expert.

Our society values science and math, so it is important to develop skills in
these areas. If you have a science or math background, you are sure to get a good
job, have lots of social prestige, and earn a good salary. Faced with this fact, who

would want to study anything else?.
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than have free higher education provided by the state. d
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?
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Student fees have been a constant subject of debate all round the worlds in
recent years. There are many different opinions sbout this issue and educational
systems and financial support to students from states have changes significantly.

In my opinions, there are a number of points that need to be taken info
consideration here.

Firstly, the education of students is extremely expensive these day. Students
have to pay a great deal of money for various things, such as accommodation,
student fees or books. The importance of this is that majority of students can not
afford these things. I consider that solutions should be found in financial aid from
states to students.

In addition, considering gifted students who do not have money to pay for
education. I believe that states should finance their education. For instance, many
scientists have received money for education in my country. Afterwards, they have
discovered and invented a variety of things which have been -beneficial for the
society. So, states should always support talented students who do not have money.
Further more, states' financial support can be an extremely motivating. and
encouraging factor for students. In other words, in terms of leisure and holidays,
they can do many things which they cannot do without this states’ aid, such as
hobbies sport activities or travelling. However, students can use this money in
wrong purposes, but generally I claim that this is a good investment for country.

On the other hand, considering the high number of people who want to study, I
object strongly that high education should be only provided by states. I claim that
states can not pay all extra costs of education for students. As a result, I argue that
states and students should reach a compromise regarding this issue.

In conclusion, although there are a number of different points of view
regarding costs of university studies, 1 claim that this should be finance by both
students and states. Moreover, states should provide funds which would support

gifted students.

Possible: Band 7 score (IELTS)
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University education should be restricted to the very i)est adademic

i
students, rather than being available to a large proportion of young
| people.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

In the past, tertiary education was limited to a small proportion of people who
were the most academic students. Today, however, many more young people, have
the opportunity of going to university, and think that this is a much- better
situation for several reasons. '

Firstly, individuals today need much higher level skills and technical
knowledge. For example, many professionals require advanced computer skills and
an ability to adapt to a rapidly changing workplace. Schools do not have the
resources to equip students with these skills, so universities have to fulfil this role.

Furthermore, sociéties cannot continue to develop unless more citizens are
educated. In order to progress and compete in the modern world, each country
needs people who can develop modern technologies further and apply them in new
fields.

Finally, it is only fair that anyone who could -benefit from a university
education should have access to one. Therefore, there should be equal opportunities
for every to realise their full potential. ‘Going to university is part of this.

In conclusion, I totally disagree with the statement because I believe that the
increasing availability of tertiary education is vital both for the individual and for
society as a whole. Individuals need as high a level of education as possible to
achieve their full Apotential, and in the same way, society in the 21st century cannot
function unless it has large numbers of highly educated people to cope with the
changes to our living and working environment that are likely to occur-in the

coming decades.
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In some count-ries young people are encouraged to work or travel for a|
year between finishing high school and starting university studies. :
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages for young people who decide

|to do this.

i
L

It is quite common these days for young people in many countries to have a
break from studying after graduating from high school. The trend is not restrieted
to rich students who have the money to travel, but is also evident among poorer
students who choose to work and become economically independent for a period of
time.

The reasons for this trend may involve the recognition that a young adult who
passes directly from school to university is rather restricted in terms of general
knowledge and experience of the world. By contrast, those who have spent some
time earning a living or travelling to other places, have a broader view of life and
better personal resources to draw on. They tend to be more indepzhdent, which is a
very important factor in academic study and research, as well as giving them an
advantage in terms of coping with the challenges of student life.

However, there are certainly dangers in taking time off at that important age.
Young adulﬁs may end up never returning to their studies or finding it difficult to
readapt to an academic environment. They may think that iris better to continue in
a particular job, or to do something completely different from a university course.
But overal, I think this is less likely today, when academic qualifications are
essential for getting a reasonable career.

My view is that young people should be encouraged to broaden their horizons.
That is the best way for them to get a clear perspective of what they are hoping to
do with their lives and why. Students with such a perspective are usually the most

effective and motivated ones and taking a year off may be the best way to gain this.
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In many countries children are engaged in some kind of paid work. Some r
people regard this as completely wrong, while others consider it as‘%
valuable work experience, important for learning and taking;
responsibility.

What are your opinions on this?

The issue of children doing paid work is a complex and sensitive one. It is
difficult to say who has the right to judge whether children working is ‘wrong’ or
‘valuable’. Opinions will also differ as to learning' benefits: no doubt teachers and
factory owners, for example, would have varying concerns.

An important consideration is the kind of work undertaken. Young children
doing arduous and repetitive tasks on a factory production line, for example, are
less likely to be ‘learning’ than older children helping in an old people's home.
There are health and safety issues to be considered as well. It is an unfortunate
fact that many employers may prefer to use the services of children simply to save
money by paying them less than adults and it is this type of exploitation that
should be discouraged.

However, in many countries children work because their families need the
additional income, no matter how small. This was certainly the case in the past in
many industrialized countries, and it is very difficult to judge that it is wrong for
children today to contribute to the family income in this way.

Nevertheless, in better economic circumstances, few parents would choose to
send their children out to full-time paid work. If learning responsibilities and work
e;xperience are considered to be important, then children can acquire these by
having light, part-time jobs or even doing tasks such as helping their parents

around the family home, which are unpaid, but undoubtedly of value in children's

development.
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Some people believe that children’s leisure activities must be|
educational, otherwise they are a complete waste of time. .

‘Do you agree or disagree?

Today, education has become a priority for many parents seeking to secure a
good future for their children in this rapidly changing world. They believe that if
their children apply themselves and work hard at school, then they will increase
their opportunities for going to higher education and eventually getting a good job.
Of course they are right, and as access to the best education and best jobs is
becoming more competitive, then it is true that children have to make the best of
their study time when they are young.

However, the parents ;IVhO do not allow their children sufficient free time for
leisure activities outside school hours, are misguided. Such activities are far from
being a waste of time for the children simply because they are not academic. It is
important to remember that children need to develop skills oéher than intellectual
ones, and the best way to do this is through activities such as sports, games and
playing with other kids. If they cannot play make-believe games, how can they
develop their imagination? How can they learn physical co-ordination or learn
important social lessons about winning and losing if they do not practise any
sports? Many children form strong, personal relationships with the friends they
play with, and without the opportunity to do this, they could grow up emotionally
immature or unformed.

Finally, I think it is also important to remember that children need to relax as
well as work. If everything they do must have some educational or academic
relevance, then they will spon get tired of studying altogether, which is the last

thing parents would want.
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People attend college or university for many different reasons (for}
;example, new experiences, career preparation, increased knowledge). |:

Why do you think people attend college or university? Use specificfi

reasons and examples to support your answer.

People attend college for a lot of different reasons. I believe that the three most
common reasons are to prepare for a career, to have new experiences, and to
increase their knowledge of themselves and of the world around them.

Career preparation is probably the primary reason that people attend college.
These days, the job market is very competitive. Careers such as information
technology will need many new workers in the near future. At college, students can
learn new skills for these careers and increase their opportunities for the future.

Students also go to college to have new experiences. For many, it is their first
time away from home. At college, they can meet new people from many different
places. They can see what life is like in a different city. They can learn to live on
their own and take care of themselves without having their family always nearby

At.college, students have the opportunity to increase their knowledge. As they
decide what they want to study, pursue their studies, and interact with their
classmates, they learn a lot about themselves. They also,) of course, have the
opportunity to learn about many subjects in their classes. In addition to the skills
and knowledge related to their career, college students also have the chance to take
classes in other areas. For many, this will be their last chance to study different
subjects.

Colleges offer much more than career preparation. They offer the opportunity
to have new experiences and to learn many kinds of things. I think all of these are

reasons why people attend college.
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Many teachers assign homework to students everyday. Do you think that
daily homework is necessary for students? Use specific reasons and .

details to support your answer.

1 believe that daily homework is not necessary. Students already spend most of
the day in school. They need their time outside of school to do other things. They
need time to spend with their families, to work, and to just relax. They can learn
their lessons with homework two or three times a week, but every day isn't
necessary.

All students need to spend time with their families. They are still young and
they need the guidance and support their parents can give them. They need the
companionship of their brothers and sisters. In addition, many families rely on
their older children to help out at home. They take care of the younger children and
help with the cooking and cleaning. If students have too niuch homework, they
won't have time for their families.

Many high school students have jobs. They go to their jobs after school and on
weekends. Some work in order to help their families. Others work to save money
for college. Students' jobs are important to them. If they have too much homework,
they won’t have time and energy to go to work.

Students need time to relax. They study hard in school all day apd many work
at jobs after school. But they are still young. They need to spend time with their
friends and have fun. When students relax with friends, they then have more
energr fre-school and work. They have a chance to develop social kills or to pursue
theinsofir interests. Having free time is important for a child’s development. If

;_studer;ts have too much homework, they won’t have time for relaxation.

Homework is important for students, but other things are important, too. Some

homework is good, but daily homework can take time away from a student's family,

job, and relaxation. There needs to be 2 balance.
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Some universities require students to take classes in many subjects. g

Other universities require students to specialize in one subject. Which is|

better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TRy e AR e TR
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Universities offer opportunities to study many different subjects and university
students should take advantage of this. Studying many subjects can help students
better prepare for their careers. It can also help them become responsible members
of society and can add to their personal enjoyment, as well.

Studying many subjects can help students be better prepared for their careers.
A doctor doesn’t need to know only about medicine, for example. She also needs to
know how to respond to patients’ emotional needs. She might need to know about
accounting and legal contracts so she can run her own office. Each profession
requires certain specialized skills, but all professionals also need other, more
general skills in order to do their jobs well. .

Studying many subjects can help students become more responsible members
of society. They need to understand the economic and social issues of their
communities so that they can vote responsibly. They might want to do volunteer
work at a community organization. They will need to be able to educate their
children, no matter what their children’s abilities and interests are. They will need
to know about more than just their profession in order to do these things.

Studying many subjects can add a great deal of enjoyment to a student’s life. If
students understand art and musie, they will get a lot of enjoyment from museums
and concerts. If they study literature, they will continue to read good books. Life is
about mﬁre than just career. If students know about a lot of subjects, they will get a
lot out of life.

Some university students think only about their careers. If the choice is left to
them, they might only study courses for their future profession. They will have a
much better future, however, if they study subjects in addition to their career.

Therefore, universities should require students to take classes in many subjects.
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!Schools should ask students to evaluate their teachers. Do you agree or}

idisagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

B e T A R P M R

I think it is a good idea for schools to ask students to evaluate their teachers. It
is good for the teachers, good for the school administrators, and good for the
students themselves, v

Teachers can get a lot of useful information from student e‘{aluations. They can
find out what the students like about the class and what they don’t like. They can
learn what the students think is easy or difficult. They can discover which kinds of
activities the students prefer. Generally, they can find out the ways they reach the

students and the ways they don't. All of these things can help teachers improve

their classes.
Student evaluations are also helpful for school administrators. Student

evaluations help administrators learn which teachers are mos.': effective. They give
an idea of how students are satisfied or dissatisfied with their school program.
With this kind of information, administrators can work better with the teachers.
They can work together to improve the school program where necessary.
Evaluating teachers is a good exercise for students. They have to organize their
thoughts about their teacher. Thes; have to think about how they themselves learn
best and what kind of help they need. This can help them do better in class.
E:valuations also give students a chance to develop honesty and responsibility.
Evaluations with real and useful information are valuable to the school.
Evaluations that are used as a way of being mean or getting favors aren't worthwhile.
Student evaluations ean provide a lot of useful information to a school. They

help the teachers, the school administrators, and the students. I think they are a

very good idea.
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Going overseas for university study is an exciting prospect for many
people. But while it may offer some advantages, it is probably better to ,
stay ‘home because of the difficulties a student inevitably encounter}
living and studying in a different culture.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement"
Give reasons for your answer.

TR

There is no doubt that going to study in a foreign country, with its different
language and culture, can be a frustrating and sometimes painful experience. But
while overseas study has its drawbacks, the difficulties are far out-weighted by the
advantages. Indeed, people who go abroad for study open themselves up to
experiences that those who stay at home will never have.

The most obvious advantage to overseas university study is real life use of a
different language. While a person can study a foreign language in his or her own
country, it cannot compare with constant use of the language in academic and
everyday life. There is no better opportunity to improve second-language skills
than living in the country in which it is spoken. Moreover, having used the
language during one's studies offers a distinet advantage when one is applying for
jobs back home that require the language. i

On a university campus, the foreign student is not alone in having come from
far away. He or she will likely encounter many others from overseas and it is
possible to make friends from all around the world. This is not only exciting on a
social level, but could lead to important overseas contacts in later professional life.

Finally, living and studying abroad offers one a new and different perspective
of the world and, perhaps most important, of one’s own country. Once beyond the
initial shock of being in a new culture, the student slowly begins to get a
meaningful understanding of the host society. On returning home, one inevitably
sees one's own country in a new, often more appreciative, light.

In conclusion, while any anxiety about going overseas for university study is
certainly understandable, it is important to remember that the benefits offered by
the experience make it well worthwhile,

Comment: 4 very good model essay.
Possible: Band 9 seore (IEL TS)
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Dimptive school students have a negative influence on others. Students :
who are noisy and disobedient should be grouped together and taught %
separately. ’ : :
Do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer.

There is no doubt that some students in schools behave badly and their
behavior causes difficulty for others either because it has a negative effect on the
group or because ordinary students find it difficult to study with them.

One solution is to take these students away and teach them on their own.
However, if we simply have them removed after one or two warnings, we are
limiting their educational opportunities because it seems to me that a school which
caters for difficult students is a sort of “prison” whatever name you give it and the
people who go there may never recover from the experience. This can then cause
problems for the wider society. '

Perhaps we need to look at why the disruptive students behave badly before we
separate them. Disruptive students may be very intelligent and find the classes
boring because the work is too easy. Perhaps these students need extra lessons
rather than separate lessons. Or perhaps the teachers are uninspiring and this
results in behavioral problems so we need better teachers. On the other hand, most
students put up with this gitnation rather than cause trouble, and some people

argue that we have to learn to suffer bad teachers and boring situations and that
students who can't learn this lesson need to be taught separately.

So before we condemn the students to a special school, we should look at
factors such as the teaching, because once the children have been separated, it is

very unlikely that they will be brought back.

Comment: This is a very good model essay.
Possible: Band 9 (IEL TS)
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fDo you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are the »l

;{ best teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

N——

Parents shape their children from the beginning of their children’s lives. They
teach their children values. They share their interests with them. They develop
close emotional ties with them. Parents can be very important teachers in their
children’s lives; however, they are not always the best teachers.

Parents may be too close to their children emotionally. For example, they may
limit a child’s freedom in the name of safety. A teacher may organize an
educationai trip to a big city, but a parent may think this trip is too dangerous, A
school may want to take the children camping, but a parent may be afraid of the
child getting hurt.

Another problem is that parents sometimes expect their children’s interests to
be similar to their own. If the parents love science, they may try to force their child
to love science too. But what if the child prefers art? If the parents enjoy sports,
they may expect their child to participate on different teams. But what if the child
prefers to read?

Parents want to pass on their values to their children. However, things change.
The children of today are growing up in a world different from their parents’ world.
Sometimes parents, especially older ones, can’t keep up with rapid social or
technological changes. A student who has friends of different races at school may
find that his parents have narrower views. A student who loves computers may

find that her parents don't understand or value the digital revolution.

Parents are important teachers in our lives, but they aren't always the best
teachers. Fortunately, we have many teachers in our lives. Our parents teach us,
our teachers teach us, and we learn from our peers. Books and newspapers also

teach us. All of them are valuable.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most experiences |
lin our lives that seemed difficult at the time become valuable lessons for

[the future. Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

i

People say that experience is the best teacher, and I believe this is true.
Difficult experiences, especially, can teach us valuable lessons. They can help us
overcome fears, they can teach us better way to do things, and they can show us
that we have friends who are ready to help us.

Difficult experiences can help us overcome fears. I remember the first time I
had to give a presentation to my classmates. I was very shy and afraid to speak in
front of the whole class. I spent a long time preparing for my presentation. I was
nervous and didn’t sleep well the night before. I was surprised when 1 gave my
presentation and everyone listened. No one laughed at me. They asked questions
and I could answer them. Now [ know I can talk in front of the class and do a good
job. .

Difficult experiences can teach us better was to do things. I had a very
embarrassing experience when I took the test to get my driver's license. I didn't
practice for the test because I thought I was such a good driver. But I failed. I
didn't really know what to expect so I got nervous and made mistakes. I was
embarrassed about my failure and my parents were disappointed. Now I know that
it is always better to prepare myself for something, no matter how ready I think I
am.

Difficult experiences can show us that we have friends. Once I was very sick
and I missed several months of school. I thought I would have to repeat the year. I
didn't have to because there were a lot of people who helped me. My teachers gave
me extra time to do my work. My classmates explained the homework to me.
People who I didn't even know well helped me make up the work I lost. I learned
that I had friends where I hatn’t expected any.

Nobody looks for difficult experiences, but we all have to go through them from
time to time. They help us overcome fears, learn better ways of doing things, and

show us who our friends are. These are all valuable lessons for our future.
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Students at universities often have a choice of places to live. They may i
choose to live in university dormitories, or they may choose to live m
apartments in the community. Compare the advantages of living m
university housing with the advantages of living in an apartment in the
community. Where would you prefer to live? Give reasons for your
pr%ference.

I think it is better for university students to live in & dormitory. It makes their
lives much easier, it gives them more opportunities to make friends, and it helps
them become more involved in the university community.

Dormitory life is much easier than apartment life for a university student. If a
student rents an apartment, that means she has to buy furniture and kitchen
utensils. She has to shop and cook for herself every day. She has to spend time
keeping the apartment clean. A dormitory room, on the other hand, already has
furniture, and meals are served in the dormitory dining room. The student doesn’t
have to spend time taking care of household things and can just concentrate on her
studies.

A student living in a dormitory has potential friends living all around her.
Tirst she'll make friends with her roommate, then with the other students living on
her floor. She can make friends in the dormitory dining room and the lounge. If
she feels lonely, if she needs help with her classwork, if she misses her family,
there is always someone to turn to. If she lives in an apartment, she won't have all
this support. She might have a roommate, but other she will be alone. She'll have
to put more effort into making friends in her classes.

By living in a dormitory a student is right in the middle of the university
community. She is close to all the university activities and it is easy to participate
in them. She can become involved in clubs, sport, or the student government. If she
lives in an apartment, she is farther from all these activities. Tt takes more time to
get to club meetings.

1t is harder to find out what activities are going on. It’s more difficult to be part
of the community.

Living in an apartment hag advantages for some people, but for me dormitory
life is much better. It makes daily tasks, meeting new friends, and being involved
in university activities much easier. It is a convenient and fun way to live.
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gree with? Explain why.
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Some people believe that! only the best students should go to a college or
university, but I don’t. Academics are not the only purpose of a university
education. Another important goal is to learn about yourself. When you are
separated from your parents, you have to learn to be independent and make
decisions about your future. I believe every student should have the opportunity to
have this kind of experience.

Ican undefstand why some people think that a college or university education
should be available to only good students. Higher education is very expensive. It
might seem like a waste of money to send a mediocre student to college. If a better
gtudent will learn more, why not send only the better studex}ét to college? Higher
education is aiso a big investment of time. Maybe a mediocre student could spend
his or her time in a better way, by getting a job or going to trade school.

I don’t agree with this position. I think higher education should be available to
all students. It is true that it is expensive and takes a lot of time, but I think every
.student deserves the opportunity to try it. People change. A student who didn't like
school as a teenager may start to like it as a young adult. Also, having the
opportunity to make independent decisions is part of a good education. A student

may try college for a while and then decide that trade school is a better place for
him or her. Or a student may decide, “I will work hard riow because I want a good
future.” At a college or university students have the opportunity to make changes
and decisions for themselves. 1

All students who want to should be given the chance to go to a college or
university. In college they will have the opportunity to learn independence and to

make adult decisions about their future. This is & basic part of education and an

experience every student should have.
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people feel that children suffer as a result of these changes.

subject from the school curriculum?

Subjects such as Art, Sport and Music are being dropped from the school |

curriculum for subjeets such as Information Technology (IT). Many :

To what extent would you support or reject the idea of removing these|.

To study of subjects such as Art, Competitive Sport and Music are being forced
out of the scheol curriculum to make way for other subjects as IT, In my opinion, I
don’t agree with it for three reasons.

Firstly, these subjects such as music and art are very important to children
because when they are brought up they need to study different subjects to improve
their IQ and EQ. I think the.best way to improve their EQ is learning some
subjects like art, music and competitive sport. If we teach them IT but abandon art
and music, children will only think and behave like robots, cold and expressionless.

Secondly, for children, art, music and competitive sports are more fun than
other subjects such as IT. Especially in primary school and middle school, the ages
of those students are quite young. It is too strict for them to sit all day inr the class
and learning scientific subjects. They should have more fun, studying art, music
and competitive sport during playing games in class.

Thirdly, a society needs not only scientists and politics, but also artist,
musicians and sportsmen. It means we need to educate those people when they;
were young. If we cease to teach these subject in class, how can the children find
they are interested in it and wish to go further when they grow up?

In conclusion, I think removing art, music and competitive sports from the

school curriculum is wrong. Children should have more opportunities to study

these subjects freely.

Possible: Band 7. Score (IELTS)
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What are the advantages and disadvantages of co-education?

The main argument in favour of co-education is that it provides a powerful
incentive to both sexes to work in competition with the other. Hence, a higher
standard of work results because both boy and girl are “on their mettle.” But the
competition may not be confined to work only! It may be channeled to boys
competing to capture the attention of girls and preoceupation of a sexual nature
are, of course, detrimental to work.

The mixing of the sexes through “difficult” ages and stages in co-educational
schools, eradicates shyness and gaucheness in the boy/ girl relationship. This is
true and they do benefit by living, working and playing together. On the other
hand, boys and giris in separate schools do not experience shyness and gaucheness
in the boy-girl relationship. Sexes are part of the curricula of most schools
nowadays, and it is always possible to get to know the opposite sex through the
contacts of family life. v

CGood manners are said also to be inculcated through co-education. This is to
some extent true, as the “courtesies” and “social niceties” are in fact imbibed in the
school room. Social good manners can of course, and usually are instilled in the
home and are also quickly “gleaned” in out of school activities. Schools of separate
gexes also train pupils in good manners

Tinally, co-education leads to a more balanced school life because of the mutual
interest between the sexes. Plays, concerts and so on, are very much easier to
produce when giris and boys can both take part, and the final results are often
better. But this difficulty has been overcome in the past and will of course be
overcome in the future. The school, in any case, exists in the main for education.

The biggest danger is that adolescents will become too preoccupied with sex
and that they may become involved in difficulties of a serious social nature. This,
with proper supervision is not of course insurmountable. In any event, co-education
has come to stay and while clearly it cannot have very much effect on the side of

work, it may bring advantages on the social side.

Comment: This is a very good essay.
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It has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in books.”
Compare and contrast knowledge gained from experience with

knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which source is morel

important? Why?

“Experience is the best teacher” is an old cliché, but I agree with it. We can
learn a lot of important things from books, but the most important lessons in life
come from our own experiences. Throughout the different stages of life, from
primary school to university to adulthood, experience teaches us many skills we
need for life.

As children in primary school, we learn facts and information from books,‘ but
that is not all we learn in school. On the playground we learn how to make friends.
In our class work, we learn how it feels to succeed-and what we do when we fail,
We start to learn about the things we like fo do and the things we don’t. We don't
learn these things from books, but from our experiences with our friends and
classmates,

In our university classes, we learn a lot of information and skills we will need
for our future careers, but we also learn a lot that is not in our textbooks. In our
daily lives both in class and out of class, we learn to make decisions for curselves.
We learn to take on responsibilities. We learn to get along with our classmates, our
roommates, and our workmates. Qur successes and failures help us develop skills
we will need in our adult lives. They are skills that no book can teach us.

Throughout our adulthood, experience remains a constant teacher, We may
continue to read or take classes for professional development. However, our
experiences at work, at home, and with our friends teach us more. The triumphs
and disasters of our lives teach us how to improve our careers and also how to
improve our relationships and how to be the person each one of us wanits to be.

Books teach us a lot, but there is a limit to what they teach. They can give us
information or show us another person’s experiences. These are valuable things,
but the lessons we learn from our own experiences, from childhood through

adulthood, are the most important ones we learn.
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Many students have to live with a roommate whlle going to school or

juniversity. What are some of the important qualities of a good}ji

roommate? Use specific reasons and examples to explain why theseffi

qualities are important.

B A A A S T AT R P A o T e o (R T AR

It is important to have a good roommate. A good roommate can become your
best friend, but a bad roommate can be your worst enemy. A good roommate is

considerate flexible, and fun.
A good roommate is considerate of your needs. He doesn’t make noise when you

: want to sleep or study. He doesn’t plan a party or use your thirigs without asking.
" A good roommate doesn’t think only about himself; he thinks about you, too.

A good roommate is flexible. Hé can adjust to-your habits. If you are neat and
your roommate is messy, for example, you each try to change a little bit. Your
roommate tries to be a little neater and you try to live with a little mess.

Finally, a godd roommate is fun. If he knows about a party or a coneert, he
invites you to go with him. He introduces you to his friends. You plan some free
time activities together. A good roommate may be serious about his studies, but he
knows that it is important to have fun, too..

It is great to have a roommate who can be your friend, too. If your roommate is

considerate, flexible, and fun, you are sure to get along well together.

i“t Seladnaivns

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should

be paid according to how much  their students learn. Give speclfic;

reasons and examples to support your opinion.

FRHEEFRIE AT OIS

It is a bad idea to pay te'achers aceording to how much their students learn. It

just encourages teachers to teach only the material on a test. It discourages them

from paying attention to slow students. It is unfair because teachers can't decide

which students will be in their class. Instead of improving teaching, it keeps

teachers from doing the best job they can.
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If a teacher is paid according to how well his students do on a test, then he will
teach only what is on the test. He will spend time teaching his students.to
memorize facts. He won't be able to teach them other things. The students will
miss the opportunity to gain a wider variety of knowledge. They won't have the
chance. to develop skills besides memorization. They will learn less, not more, in
this way. ’ '

Another problem is that teachers may ignore the slower students. Some
students learn more quickly and easily than others. The teacher won't want to
spend time with the few slowest students. She will prefer to focus on the average
and fast students to make sure they get high scores on tests. She can’t waste time
with the students who can get only mediocre scores. These students, who need the
most help in school, will get very little help at all.

Finally, a teacher has no control over which students are placed in his class.
One teacher may get all the best students in a school. Another may get several of
the worst. If the teacher has some average students; a few below average, and no
students who are above average, then of course the class will get lower test scores
on-their tests. People will think those students didn’t learn much. It is not fair to
base a teacher’s salary on something over which he has no control.

Most teschers, like other professionals, want to do the best job possible. They
want to teach their students useful skills and knowledge and they want to help.the
students who need help. Teachers need encouragement, but basing their salary on
their students’ performance is not a 'go(?;d way to provide this. .

X

people learn by reading about things; others learn by hstenmg to people

talk about things. Which of these methods of learning'is best for you? Use '..

specific examples to support your chmce.

I have never been able to learn well from reading or from listening to someone
‘talk. My mind wanders. and I can’t grasp the situation. The best way for me'to
learn is by doing things. It helps me understand and remember information beiter,

and it is much more interesting for me than reading and listening.
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Doing things helps me understand. Someone may explain to me how a musical
instrument works, fér example. I don’t really understand this, however, until I try
to play the ‘instrument myself. Then I can hear and see and feel how the sound is.
made. I can feel h;)w hard I have to push a key or pluck a string to make the sound
I want. Or I could read a recipe in a cookbook. But I don’t really understand how to
prepare the food until try to make it myself.

Doing things helps me remember. A teacher could explain some grammar rules
to me, but it's hard for me to remember them. However, when I practice using the
grammar rules by speaking the language, then I will remember them better. The
more I speak the language, the better I remember the rules. 1 could also read about
math formulas in a book. But I can't remember them unless I use them to try to
solve some math problems.

Doing things holds my attention. When I listen to a lecture, my thoughts
wander to other things and I don't hear the information at all. When 1 read
something, it is bard for me to follow the ideas unless I concentrate really bard.
When I do something, on the other hand, I am always interested in it. I have to pay
attention because I am the one who is doing it. -

We all have our own learning styles. For me, it is clear that I learn best by

doing things. It is the only ‘'way I can really focus my attention on information,

understand it, and remember it.

Some high schools require all students to wear school uniforms, Other ‘
high schools permit students to decide what to wear to school. Which of

these two school policies do you think is better? Use specific reasons and |;

examples to support your opinion.

T TR R

Many high schools require students to wear uniforms. I think this is an
excellent. policy because uniforms can make things more equal for all students.
When all the students dress alike, no one will be treated differently because of

economic level, personal looks, or who his or her friends are.
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Uniforms make students equal on an economic level. With uniforms, students
from poor families dress the same as students from rich families. ’I‘his‘can prevent
envy and jealousy about stylish clothes. It can also encourage students to form
friendships based on personality, not clothes.

Uniforms can reduce unequal treatment by teachers. Research suggests that
teachers often have higher expectations for more attractive students, and this
inciudes students with nicer clothes. Uniforms help teachers make judgments
based on ability, not appearance.

Uniforms encourage the individual students of a school to feel like part of a
bigger group. Their feelings of being together; working together, and having
something in common are all helped by uniforms. Students are less likely to be left
out because they belong to the “wrong crowd.”

It is my opinion that all schools should have a policy requiring uniforms.

Uniforms give every student an equal chance.

&

should allow students to study the courses that students want to study.

Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

I think the basic subjects, such as mathematics, literature, and science, should
be required for all students. However, I also believe it is important to allow high
school students to choose some of the subjects they study. In this way, they get to
explore subjects they might want to study in college. They also get a chance to
learn responsibility and to take some subjects just because they like them.

Students can start exploring possible career interests when they are allowed to
choose some of their own subjects. If they have the chance to take a journalism
class, for example, they may discover that field as a possible career. Or, students
who like science may have the chance to learn about different branches of science.

Then they can make better choices about a course of study when they go to college.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? High schools

When studentg choose some of their own subjects, they have the chance to
learn responsibility. They have to decide which course are most compatible with
their goals and interests. They have 'to think about what is the best way to spend
their time in school. They will Kave to make decisior;s and choices for themselves
throughout life. They should begin to get some experience with this in high school.

Students should alsc have a chance to enjoy themselves in school. If they can
choose some of their own subjects, they can choose subjects they are interested in.
A class such as international cooking may not be the start if a brilliant professional
career, but it can be an enjoyable learning experience. Students should be able to
spend some of their time exploring their interests and doing things they enjoy.

When students are allowed to choose some of their subjects, they get a chance "
to explore their interests and goals and take responsibility for themselves. This is

an important part of education.

ST,
Some people believe that students should be given one long vacation|
each year. Others believe that students should have several short

vacations throughout the year. Which viewpoint do you agree with?

Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

S AT A 1 S I TN FICE R PRI O KR

1 think several short vacations throughout the year are better than one long
vacation. Students can concentrate on their studies better if they have more
frequent breaks. Frequent breaks also make it easier to get a fresh start when
necessary. Finally, I think students can make better use of their vacation time if it
is shorter.

More frequent vacations make it easier for students to concentrate on their
work. Students often get tited near the end of a long school year. Time seems to
drag on during the last two months of school and nobody gets much work done. If
the school sessions were shorter, they would be over before students had a chance
to get tired. Then students could have a break, get rested, and return for the next

achool session with plenty of energy to start studying again.
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With more frequent vacations, students can more easily get a fresh start when
they need one. Sometimes a school year just starts out badly for some students, and
no matter what they do, it'’s hard to change. They have to wait for a new school
year to begin so they can start again. If the school year is long, a lot of time is
wasted. With more frequent breaks, a student who is having a bad time doesn’t
need to wait a whole year to be able to start anew. That opportunity will come more
quickly.

If students have more frequent, shorter vacations, they can actually make
better use of that vacation time. A student may start a long vacation with plans,
but those plans are soon used up. He becomes bored and just sits around doing
nothing. With shorter vacations, a student can plan an interesting trip or project or
take a job. Before he has time to get bored with those activities, it's time for school
to start again Then he has time to make fresh, new plans before the next break
comes up.

1 think shorter, more frequent vacations help students make better use of both

their school time and their vacation time. It is a plan that every school should adopt.

explain your choice.

I TR s

I believe that it is better to study at school than at home. I can learn a lot if I
study alone at home, but I can learn more if I study at school with other people. I
can gain a lot of information from other people. I also learn a lot by interacting
with them. I am motivated to study more if I don’t work alone. Therefore, I belisve
I can learn a lot more at school. 7 .

Information comes from technology, but it also comes from people. If I study at
home, I can get a lot of information from my computer, DVD player, and television.
If I study at school, I can get all this information, and I can also get information

from my teachers and classmates. So, I learn more.
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In the future, students may have the choice of studying at home by using
technology such as computers or television or of studying at traditional

schools. Which would you prefer? Use reasons and specific details to}

Interaction with other people increases my knowledge. At home I have nobody
to talk to. Nobody can hear my ideas. At school I havé the opportunity to interact
with other peoplé. We can explain our ideas to each other. We can agree and
disagree. Together we can develop our ideas and learn to understand new things.

Competition motivates me. When I am at home, nobody can see my work.
Nobody can tell me that I did a good job or a bad job. When I am at school, my
teacher and my classmates see my work, and I can see my classmates’ work. I want
to do a good job Iike my classmates, or even a better job. So, I want to study harder.

Some people can study very well when they are alone at home, but I can’t. I
need to have other people near me. When I am with other people, 1 have the
possibility to learn more information. I have the opportunity to develop my ideas

more completely. I have the motivation to do a better job. Therefore, school is the

best place for me.

Many students choose to attend schools or universities outside their|
home countries. Why do some students study abroad? Use specific:f_ﬁ

reasons and details to explain your answer.

T A S A R e

Although students can get a good education in most subjects in their home
countries, it is important to study abroad for at least part of one’s college education.
By studying abroad, students have the chanece to learn a new language, to become
familiar with another culture, andto grow in different ways. '

It is important to be bilingual or even multilingual in today’s world.
International communication is important for our global economy. In addition, the
Internet and satellite TV give us the opportunity to receive information from all
over the world. We need ta be familiar with different languages in order to take
advantage of this.

Tamiliarity with other cultures is also important today. It teaches us respect

for other was of life. It can encourage peaceful solutions to conflicts. This will make

the world a safer place for ourselves and our chiidren.
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PFinally, living in a neéw environment opens us up to experimenting with
different ways of doing things. We can have new experiences and try out different
things. We can'make changes in our habits if we want to, This gives us a chance to

‘ explore ourselves and the world more than we could at home.

Study abroad can be enriching. Not only can we learn a new language and
understand more about a different culture, but we can learn more about ourselves,
too. At the same time, of course, we get an education in the formal sense. Study

abroad is a complete educational experience.

In many countries these days, the number of people continuing theirf;:
education after school has increased, and the range of courses available ||

at universities and colleges has also increased.

Do you think this is a positive or negative development?

Most people would say that education is a good thing, and therefore that itis a
positive development that more and more people are continuing their education
after they leave school. A more educated population must have a positive impact on
a country, in both economic and social terms.

From the point of view of the people themselves, they have more choice as to
what they can do, and this must also be a positive thing. People can now study
subjects that really interest them, rather than subjects they had to do because
there was less choice, and they can also study more subjects that are directly
related to the kind of work they want to do. There are many more specialised
courses on offer that qualify people for specialised jobs.

On the other hand, lots of people these days do courses that may be regarded
as a bit silly. You can do courses in all sorts of things that have no cennection with
jobs and that cannot be taken seriously as academic subjects. I have heard of
people doing degrees in subjects like pop musie, and it is hard to see how useful
such courses and qualifications are. Also, many people now do subjects such as
media studies because a lot of young people want to work in the media. However,

there are not that many jobs available for these people, and so a lot of them have
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simply wasted their time doing a degree in a subject that does not heip them tfo get
a job.

In general, I think that the increase in people continuing their education after
school and the increase in the range of courses available to them is both a positive

and a negative development.

Modern societies need specialists in certain fields, but not in others. v
Some people therefore think that governments should pay university

fees for students who study subjects that are needed by society. Those -
who choose to study less relevant subjects should not receive |

government funding. ’
Would the advantages of such an educational policy outweigh the

disadvantages?

Tn every country there are fashions among students about which subjects are
the best to study at university. Sometimes the popularity of a subject is determined
by how much money a graduate could subsequently earn in that field. Or subjects
that are perceived as relatively ‘easy’ may also become popular, in spite of later
difficulties of finding appropriate employment. It is up o governments to give
incentives to students to choose subjects that match the needs of their society.

Obviously one way to do this would be for the government to pay the fees of
those choosing such subjects. The advantage would certainly be that higher
numbers of students would enrol and would later fill the employment gaps.

However, the disadvantages of such a policy would be considerable. For
example, the students attracted by the funding may not have any real interest in or
aptitude for that subject. Such students may drop out before graduation or after
working only a short time in a related job. Furthermore, funding one group of
students but not others would penalise those with a genuine interest and ability for
another field. Such discrimination would certainly affect the whole of higher
education of the country and students would develop very negative attitudes

towards going to university altogether. This would be very counter-productive for

any country.
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In conclusion I think that there are many other incentives for students that
could be considered, such as making courses more interesting to take, or the job
rewards greater after graduation. The educational policy proposed above, however,

would certainly have more long-terin disadvantages than benefits for society.

Possible: Band & Score (IELTS)

{University education should be restricted to the very best academic

H

i
[

;To what extent do you agree or disagree?

In the past, tertiary education was limited to a small proportion of people who
were the most academic students. Today, however, many more young people have
the opportunity of going to university, and I think that this is a much better
situation for several reasons.

Firstly, individuals today need much higher level skills and technical
knowledge. For example, many professionals require advanced computer skills and
an ability to adapt to a rapidly changing workplace. Schools do not have the
resources to equip students with these skills, so universities have to fulfil this role.

Furthermore, societies cannot continue to develop unless more citizens are
educated. In order to progress and compete in the modern world, each country needs
people who can develop modern technologies further and apply them in new fields.

Finally, it is only fair that anyone who could benefit from a university
education should have access to one. Therefore, there should be equal opportunities
for everyone to realize their full potential. Going to university is part of this,

In conclusion, I totally disagree with the statement because I believe that the
increasing availability of tertiary education is vital both for the individual and for
society as a whole, Individuals need as high a level of education as possible to
achieve their full potential, and in the same way, society in the 21st century cannot
function unless it has large numbers of highly educated people to cope with the
changes to our living and working environment that are likely to occur in the

coming decades.
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!students, rather than being available to a large proportion of young people. ‘
1
]

3

Some people think it would be a good idea for schools to teach every/
young person how to be a geod parent. ;
Do you agree or disagree with this opinion? Describe the skills a person|

lneeds to be a good parent.

Every young person, male or female should know more about being a good
parent before having children. There are many cases in which very young women
give birth to little babies, without having a clue what means to be a parent.

In addition, school should provide courses, teaching young persons to be good
parents. It might seem as something very easy. Every woman can be a mother, the
problem is what kind of mother she is.

It is said that human instinct develops after giving birth to a child and every
mother — father instinctually feels what to do for the baby. But, there are some
things that ought to be known before.

A child is not a simple toy. A child is a big responsibility, love and care. A
mother should know if she is ready or not to have a child, and a couple should
prepare before having children.

We can see many cases with families behaving badly — in real life, on TV.
reading newspapers, when children are very bad, when parents abuse their only
children, screaming and shouting, smacking them. Who is guilty then? The parent
or the child? This cases can end really badly if the persons in charge — here —
parents and not the children — don't learn how to behave themselves, how to
handle their children, how and when to give them support.

In addition to ail the things written above, it would be a very good ideg for
schools to young persons become good parents, as this can help young people how
to to handle their own problems and above all their children’s problems.

A child is the mirror of the parents.
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Family

influence than any previous young generation.
Why is this the case?

What impact does this have on the relationship between old and young/
people?

R

1 would agree that young people today play a bigger role in society than their
parents’ or grandparents' generation did. This is mainly due to the large social and
technological changes that have increased the experience gap between tﬂe
generations. For instance, young people today are generally better educated, and
because they have been trained from a young age to use computer technology’the
have Internet access to information in a way that wz{s unimaginable for e'arliez'
generations.

This means that they are probably better informed than-their parents or
grandparents were at their age, and their hi-tech skills give them confidence in
dealing with the very rapid changes in technology that are so uncomfortable for
older peopie. '

Tn addition, younger people are often the most affected by globalisation. They
follow fashions in clothes, music and social habits that are common among yoﬁng
people throughout the world. So they have become powerful consumers who
influence big global markets today.

As a result of all these developments, relationships with older people are often
difficult. Teachers and parents are no longer treated with respect, and experience
is undervalued because young people think they know everything, or at least can
learn about everything from the Internet. In many cultures this has led to a lack of

discipline in schools, family breakdowns and even serious sacial problems.

60

Young people in the modern world seem to have more power and|.

However, the current generation gap is the responsibility of both younger and
older generations. Both have to make efforts to understand each other and a good
starting point would be for families to spend rﬁo.x%e time together than -they
normally do today.”

O AR B
1t is generally accepted that families are not as close as they used to be.

Give some reasons why this change has happened and suggest howf?

families could be brought closer together.

Include any relevant examples from your experience

T T T TR TR G s Ve 1 RS TR

The today's family-life changed a lot. Many parents are divorce, a lot of
mothers and fathers have their job's far away from home. The children are often
alone and lonley ... but what are the reasons for this happening?

First of all, I tilink that the modern technology is one of the main reason for
this problem. Many parents work in their nearest cities fror'r_l their home. They
work with computer in big offices and came home late at night. %However, they have
no time to look after their children.

In the past, families used to work “as a family”. Every member worked hard
and helped the family to survife, for example farmers. Turthermore, the education
used to be-contra led by the parents, not like today’s day-schools with teachers and
professors. On the other hand, there must be a solution to bring separeted families
together. At my point of view, families should spend their free time together. Iam
thinking about weekends or the time after work. Children need their parents even
‘when they are older. To give a reasonable example: I often go out with my parents,
mostly for a dinner. Then my brother and 1 speak about our future plans or.
something else. An intensive conversation is a possible golution. A similar way is,
to divide your job into ha]f:part work-times and spend your free time leftover with
your loved persons. A point against this statement is to have financial problems.

To sum up I wish that every family is as close as possible with each other, if

they like that.
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ithat both men and women can be equally suited to do any type of work.

Istcuss both these views and give your own opinion.

FTRR

It is understandable that some people believe that the physical and genetic
differences between men and women equip them for different activities and skills.
Because women have babies, they have traditionally worked in the home in most
cultures. In addition, employed women have tended to dominate the so-called
‘caring professions’ such as teaching, nursing or social work, and this has
reinforced the idea that women are particularly suited to such jobs.

However, it is very difficult to separate this notion from our cultural traditions
and to arrive at any clear idea of what natural abilities belong to one or the other
gender. As more and more women in different countries get jobs outside the home,
it is clear that they are able to perform jobs that were traditionally only held by
men. With high leveis of education, even the highest positions in science, politics or
law, for example, can be held successfully by women. Therefore, those who claim
that the sexes can do the same jobs equally seem to have a good point, especially in
terms of intellectual work.

There 1s also increasing scientific evidence that individual differences between
people may be more important than gender differences. In other words, some
women may be physically stronger than some men, while some male individuals
may be more sensitive, or more caring than some women.

In my opinion, only science will be able to identify what is ‘natural’ to each
gender. But in the meantime, I think that in the modem world individual men and
women can be trained to develop similar abilities. Differenced in aptitude and

talents are greater at the individual level than at the gender level.
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;Some pecple think men and woman have different natural abilities thatl'
1make them suitable for different types of work, Others, however, believe

|Many people beheve women make better parents than men and that this
lls why they have the gredter role in raising children in most societies.
1Others claim that men are just as good as women at parenting. :

N . . .
'Write an essay expressing your poing of view.

Ivae reasons for your answer.

RAR SR

The view that women are better parents than men has shown itself to be true
throughout history. This is not to say that men are not of importance in child-
rearing; indeed, they are most necessary if children are appreciate fully the r9les of
both sexes. But women have proven themselves superior parents as a result of
their conditioning, their less aggressive natures and their generally better
communication skills.

From the time they are little girls, females learn about nurturing. First with
dolls and later perhaps with younger brothers and sisters, girls are given the role
of babysitter. Girls see their mothers in the same roles and so it is natural that
they identify this as a female activity. Boys, in contrast, learn competitive roles far
removed from what it means to nurture. While boy may dream-of adventures, girl's
conditioning means they tend to see the future in terms of raising families.

Cirls also appear to be less aggressive than boys. In adulthood, it is men, not
women, who prove to be the aggressors in crime and in war. Obviously, in raising
children, a more patient, gentle manner is preferable to a more aggressive one.
Although there certainly exist gentle men and aggressive women, by and large,
females are less likely to resort to violence in attempting to solve problems.

Finally, women tend to be better communicators than men. This is show in
intelligence tests, where females, on average, do better in verbal communication
than males. Of course, communication is of the most .importance in rearing
children, as children tend to learn from and adopt the communication styles of
their parents.

Thus, while it is all very well to suggest a greater role for men in raising
children, let us not forget that women are generally better suited to the parenting

role.

Comment: This is a very geod model essay.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children shoul
be required to help with household tasks as soon as they are able to do
so. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

g TSR L T S TR T S BT R R

I believe that children should be required to help with household tasks. It

helps them learn skills and responsibility, and it heips the family. Sharing in -

household tagks benefits children of all ages.

First of all, household tasks build skills. Very young children learn motor skills
and classification skills when they pick up their toys and put them away: Older
children learn skills they'll need as adults, They learn cooking and cleaning, which
may seem dull, but that are undoubtedly useful skills they’ll need when they leave
home.

Children learn reponsibility when they help with household tasks. They learn
to organize their time so they can fulfill their responsibilities. They learn that
chores have to be completed before they can play. Children who understand that
effort pays off will be more successful later in life.

When children help with household tasks, everyone in the family is happier.
When parents come home from their jobs, they are faced with all the housework. If
children share in the housework, everything is easier. The work gets done more
quickly, and then the family can relax together. The children are helpers and the
parents don’t have to feel like servants to them.

Kids should not work all the time. A happy life needs balance. But if they can
successfully handle tasks at home, they will handle lifé better, too. They will know
the satisfaction of doing 2 good job, be involved in family life, and become more
confident and responsible adults.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement. Classmates are a

more important influence than parents on a child’s success in school. Use|:

specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

I believe that parents have more influence on a child’s school success than

classmates do. Classmates have an important social influence on each other,
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especially as they get older, but the influence of parents is stronger than this.
Parents are the most important model a child has, parents love their children, and
they have expectations of them. All of these things are important influences on a
c¢hild's success in school. '

Parents are important role models their children. Young children like to copy
other children, but they like to copy adults more. When children see their parents
read, they read too. When children hear their parents talk about books or news or
politics, they will think these are interesting subjects, too. Children may learn
other things from their classmates, but the examples they get from their parents
are strongér.

Parents are the most important people who love and care for a child. Children
ktiow how important this is, and they love their parents, too. They may have close
friends in school, but their feelings for their parents are more important. If they
feel loved and cared for at home, they will have the necessary confidence to do well
in school.:

Parents have expectations for their children. They expect them to behave well
and be good people and be successful in school. Children want to please their
parents so they try to fulfill their parents’ expectations. They want to be nice to
their classmates and get along with them, but this is not the same as fulfilling

their parents’ expectations.

It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big eity. |

lDo you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to develop|

your essay.

1 have to disagree that it is better for children to grow up in the countryside. In
the countryside, children have limited opportunities to see and learn about things.
In the city, on the other band, they are exposed to many different things. They see
all kinds of different people every day. They have opportunities to attend many
cultural events. They see people working in different kinds of jobs and therefore

can make better choices for their own future. Growing up in the city is definitely

better.
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All different kinds of people live in the city, while in a small town in the
countryside people are often all the same. City people come from other parts of the
country or even from other countries. They are of different races and religions.
When children grow up in this situation, they have the opportunity to learn about
and understand different kinds of people. This is an important part of their
education,

In the city, there are many opportunities to attend cultural events, whereas
such opportunities are usually limited in the countryside. In the city there are
movies and theaters, museums, zoos, and concerts. In the city children can attend
cultural events every weekend, or even more often. This is alsc an important part
of their education.

People in the city work in different kinds of jobs, while in the countryside there
often isn't a variety of job opportunities. People in the city work at all different
types and levels of professions, as well as in factories, in service jobs, and more.
Children growing up in the city learn that there is a wide variety of jobs they can
choose from when they grow up. They have a greater possibility of choosing a
career that they will enjoy and do well in. This is perhaps the most important part
of their education.

People usually move to the city because there are more opportunities there.
Children who grow up in the city have these opportunities from the time they are

small. The city is definitely a better place for children to grow up.

adults. Other people think that friends are the most important influence

on young adults. Which view do you agree with? Use examples to support

your opinion.

R R T R B L Rt o S = T L E DTS Rt

Although friends make an impression on your life, they do not have the same
influence that your family has. Nothing is as important to me as my family. From
them, I learned everything that is important. I learned about trust, ambition, and

love.
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Some people think that family is the most important influence on young

Your family is with you forever. They are not going to leave you because they
find another daughter or son they like better. They are not going to leave you
becauge they think you are too much trouble. Friends come and go, hut a family is
permanent. You can always trust your family.

Your parents are your role models. They will encourage youto do your best, to
push yourself, and to improve yourself. Friends want you to stay the same; they
don't want you to be different. Your family is ambitious. Friends are not.

A family’s love is not judgmental. They love you for everything you are. Friends
may love you because you have a new car or because you go out with them on
Saturday evenings. Friends may only like you, but your family loves you.

Without my family, I wouldn't know what to do. I wouldn't feel as secure. I
might not have the ambition to go to school. I probably would be afraid to love, My

family is my greatest influence.

What are the important qualities of a good son or daughter? Have these|
jqualities changed or remained the same over time in your culture? Use|

Especifie reasons and examples to support your answer.

TR A At o e B T R GO e T N T R

The qualities that parents wish their sons and daughters to have-obedience,
loyalty, respect-have not changed. Any parent will tell you that, like their
ancestors, they expect these qualities from their children. However, they do not
always get what they expect.

Parents expect their children to obey them. Even when their sons and
daughters grow up and get married, parents still expect obedience from them. At
least, that's the way it was. Children these days still obey their parents when they
are young. When they reach age 18 or 20, however, they want to make their own
decisions. They want to follov;r their own ideas even if these ideas are against their
parents’ wishes.

Parents also expect loyalty from their children. If there is a dispute between

families, parents expect their children to side with their own family. This is
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probably still very common. Most children today will support. their family against
others.

Parents, of course, demand respect. As children become introduced to
nontraditional ways of doing things, however, this quality may not endure.
Children sometimes see their parents as old-fashioned. They think their parents
are too old to understand them. They lose respect for their parents.

Obedience, loyalty, and respect are virtues that are being challenged today.
These days we tend to show these qualities to our parents less and less. I hope,

though, that my children obey me, are loyal to me, and respect me.

examples to explain your answer.

I am fortunate to have good parents, so it is easy for me to identify the
qualities that make them good. These qualities are unconditional love, trust, and
respect for me and my brothers and sisters.

All parents love their children, but not all love is unconditional. Some parents
would not love their children if they married someone of a different religion or
ethnic group. Some parents would not love their children if they had a different

sexual orientation. My parents would. My parents love us no matter what choices

- we make for ourselves.

Part of unconditional love is trust. My parents trust us fo do what is right.
They know we would never do anything to harm them. They trust us so we trust
them. We know they won't hurt or mistreat us.

Because our parents love us, they also respect us. They treat us as individuals.
They accept our differences. They do not expect us to be like them. They want us to
make our own way in the world, not follow in their footsteps.

Without my parents’ love, I would not feel confident. Without their trust, I
would not feel free to do what I want. Without their respect, I would not feel

comfortable on my own. All children should have such wonderful parents.
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. |{Some people think that family is the most important influence on young

What are some of the qualities of a good parent? Use specific details and

adults. Other people think that friends are the most important influence !

on young adults. Which view do you agree with? Use examples to support

your opinion.

Although friends make an impression on your life, they do not have the same
influence that your family has. Nothing is as important to me as my family. From
them, I learned everything that is important. I learned about trust, ambition, and
love.

Your family is with you forever. They are not going to leave you because they
find another daughter or son they like better. They are not going to leave you
because they think you are too much. trouble. Friends come and go, but a family is
permanent. You can always trust your family.

Your parents are your role models. They will encourage you to do your best, to,
push yourself, and to improve yourself. Friends want you to stay the same; they
don’t want you to be different. Your family is ambitious for you. Friends are not.

A family’s love is not judgmental. They love you for everything you are. Friends
may love you because you have a new car or because you go out with them on
Saturday evenings. Friends may only like you, but your family loves you .

Without my family, I wouldn’t know what to do. I wouldn't feel as secure. I
might not have the ambition to go to school. I probably would be afraid to love. My

family is my greatest influence.

ey
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents or other :
adult relatives should make important decisions for their older (15-18
year old) teenaged children. Use specific reasons and examples to}

N

support your opinion.

No one knows me as well as my parents, and no one cares about me like they

do. Tt is natural that I should allow my parents to make important decisions for me.
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I think all older teenagers should take their parents advice on decisions that

concern their education, their social life, and their future careers.

My parents are the ones who can make the best decisions about my e‘ducation. )

They have alvyays chosen the best schools for me to attend. They have hired tutors
to make sure I understood my classes well. They have sent me to special prep
classes to help me prepare for exams, When it is time to choose a college, I know
they will choose the right college for me.

My parents make good decisions about my social life. When I was ybung, they
invited children over to play with me. I became very close to these children and we
are still friends. Even though I am older now, my parents still guide me in my
social life. I know they don’t want me to hang out with the wrong crowd. I know
they want me to marry a good person who is right for me. They have more
experience than I have and they can help me make decisions about my social life.

I need my parents to help me make decisions about my future career. Both my
parents have successfui careers of their own. My father runs a business and my
mother is a well-known politician. I want to be as successful as they are, so of
course I will listen to their advice about my career.

If all children follow their parents’ wishes, they will be happier. They will be

more successful in school, in work, and in their social life. After all, parents want
only the best for their children.
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Economics

It has been claimed that workers over 50 are not responsive to rapidly

changing ideas in the modern workplace and that for this reason
{younger workers are to be preferred.
z'l‘o what extent would you support or reject this idea?
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The essay title proposes that younger people are to be preferred as employees
because they are more able to accept changes in the workplace compared to a more
mature workforce.

One argument in favour of younger employees ig that older workers are more
often set in their ways and are believed to be resistant to change. There may be an
element of truth in this but there’ are many intelligent and flexible older workers as
well as narrow-minded and younger ones set in their ways. Attitude to change is a
matter of personality type rather than age. Nonetheless, there are physical
changes which progress with age that may make so@e jobs better suited to a
younger element. For example, it seems to be accepted by psychologists that
memory diminishes with age. In some modem, hi-tech industries like computer
programming, where there is a premium on the regular memorising of large
amounts of new information, it would seem younger workers have an advantage.

However, older worker do have many other positive qualities which they can
bring to their company working environment. Generally speaking they have more
working experience than youngsters and this can benefit the firm whilst planning
long-term policies. Their maturity and managerial skills can be viewed as a way of

training the younger workers to be leaders themselves.
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urban areas but not in the countryside.

This situation may bring some problems for the country as a whole.
What are these problems?

How might they be reduced?

From the evidence of developing countries all over the world it seems
inevitable that economic growth is generated in the business and industrial centres
of the major cities. As a result, urban citizens have access to jobs and facilities that
improve their living standards considerably. However, it is usually the case that
these are not equally enjoyed by people in the countryside and this generates
several problems for the countries concerned.

First of all, people from the countryside will try to r;love to the cities to get
more employment opportunities and better access to the facilities available there.
But this increase in the urban population puts great pressure on housing and
services, and leads to the creation of massive slum areas where conditions may be
lower than in the rural villages. These are often left under-populated and this can
impact on food production and can have severe affects for people in both urban and
rural areas.

Finally, as a country’s economy develops, there may be an increasing sense of
inequality as the towns get richer and the villages get poorer, and this may lead to
more crime and even civil unrest.

The key to reducing these problems seems to lie in improving the standards of
living and the facilities avaiiable in the countryside. Perhaps incentives can be
offered to factories and companies to relocate; road and rail networks can be built
to make such relocation possible; doctora and teachers could be required to spend
part of their professional lives in rural areas, etc.

In conclusion, however, improving rural living standards requires investment

and political will that is sometimes not easy to generate.
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In recent vears some countries have experienced very rapid economicg,
development. This has resulted in much higher standards of living in

In some countries, it can be very difficult for people over the age of §0 to g
get good jobs, despite their experience. ) ;
What do you think are the causes of this problem, and what measures|

could be taken to solve it?

Many older people are forced to end their working lives much earlier than they
would like to, and this is a shame because their experience is valuable. Also, it is
good for people to work if they want to. If more older people were able to get good
jobs, it would be good for business, the economy and society.

One reason why older people find it difficult to get good jobs is that many jobs
these days require skills and knowledge that they did not get when they were
younger. In particular, computer and information technology play a very big role in
many professions, and these are things that only came into existence after older
people had finished school or college and after they had begun their working lives.

Another reason is that in many countries these days, there is a view that
younger people are preferable for many jobs to older people. Experience is seen as
being less important than youth. Many businesses and industries have a majority
of workers who are young, and young people are promoted to top jobs much more
quickly than they used to be. One way of solving the problem is for older people to
be re-trained so that they learn the skills required in the modern world. Training
course should be made widely available and affordable. Older people should be
made to feel that they can get good jobs after re-training, and this will encourage
them to re-train. Employers should understand that older workers have a lot to
offer, and that their experience can be very useful to companies, for example

because they can pass their experience of work and life on to younger employees.
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little interest in anything else. Other people are more enthusiastic about )

their hobbies and leisure interests than their jobs.

Discuss both these attitudes and give your own opinion.

Some people live for their work, They are obsessed by it and they work and
work. Workaholics like this often experience health problems after a while because
they do not rest or eat properly and they are in a permanent state of stress. They
do not know how to relax and they do not know how to enjoy life. This surely
cannot be a good thing. However, some people whose job is the most important
thing in their lives are perfectly happy. If you are lucky enough to have a job that
you love, doing it all the time is not exhausting or problematic because you enjoy it
all the time. People who have careers that make them happy do not need hobbies
and leisure pursuits for relaxation — they are happy and satisfied anyway.

Of course it is true that most people have to earn a living and that,
unfortunately, this often involves doing a job that you don’t enjoy. Lots of people
have jobs they hate or that they find very boring or depressing. For such people,
hobbies and leisure pursuits are extremely important. They provide something to
lock forward to at the end of a working day or week, and they provide something
that people can give all their enthusiasm and attention to. For example, a big
interest in playing or watching sport allows people to forget their jobs and other
problems for a while and concentrate fully on something that is simply enjoyable.
Hobbies that may seem strange to other people can also give people something they
can focus their energies and thoughts on.

In my opinion, hobbies and leisure pursuits are vital. You shouldn’t think only
about work. You need a balance in your life, you need something that offers simple
pleasure and compensates for the unpleasant aspects of work. Some people don’t

need this because their jobs are also a pleasure for them, but I don't know any

people like that!
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Improvements in health, education and ifrade are essential for thel
development of poorer nations. However, the governments of riche !
nations should take more responsibility for helping the poorer nations in}

such areas.

Toe what extent

S M7 ST L A

do you agree or disagree with this opinion?
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In balancing the world economic growth, the underdevelopment of the Third
Werld Nations have been drawn to the attention of the developed countries of the
Western. Thus, governmental policies and interference in the agricultural business
of the poorer nations were made to secure their dominant source of the economy.
Many discussions among economists and politicians also put their focus on the
other aspects. That is, to improve the health, education and trade for the
developing countries. However, the improvements cannot be made by these
countries, but more external assistance and aids should be done.

Because of the shortage of food supply, the people in poorer nations (i.e. Alfrica)
are esily prone to disease, hunger and death. When natural or environmental
disastres happen, they are threaten with their lives. Education cannot be well
developed as a result of frequent droughts, famines and disease spreading. The
other countries, while emphasising on the development of agriculture in the Third
World, cannot really give the solution to the cyclical problem which has been
existing for a long time. It is time to consider the consequences of all the waste of
efforts in trying to help the economic growth of the Third World and to think from
the other perspectives. The richer countries have the power to rebuilt the Third
World by taking care the essentials - health, education and trade. More aids for
providing the medicine, educational needs and materials can be done by the richer
countries. The assistance of trade and developing business in the poorer countries
also can be of a great help to the poorer nations. ’

If the richer countries can be more serious about the essential issues of how a
nation develops, and well consider the special situations and circumstances those
poorer nations are facing, the improvements will be more efficiently made. The
governments of developed countries are, in some ways, responsible - though not

obliged - for the future of those developing countries.
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valuable work experience, important for learning and takingé

responsibility.

]What are your opinion on this?
t

In many countries children are engaged in some kind of paid work. Some |

people regard this as completely wrong, while others consider it asg

The issue of children doing paid work is a complex and sensitive one. It is
difficult to say who has the right to judge whether children working is ‘wrong’ or
valuable’, Opinions will also differ as to ‘learning’ benefits: no doubt teachers and
factory owners, for example, would have varying concerns.

An important consideration is the kind of work undertaken. Young children
doing arduous and repetitive tasks on a factory production line, for example, are
less likely to be ‘learning’ than older children helping in an old people's home.
There are health and safety issues to be considered as well. It is an unfortunate
fact that many employers may prefer to use the services of children simply to save
money by paying them less than adults and it is this type of exploitation that
should be discouraged.

However, in many countries children work because their families need the
additional income, no matter how small. This was certainly the case in the past in
many industrialized countries, and it is very difficult to judge that it is wrong for
children today to confribute to the family income in this way.

Nevertheless, in better economic circumstances, few parents would choose to
gend their children out to full-time paid work. If learning responsibilities and work
experience are considered to be important, then children can acquire these by
having light, part-time jobs or even doing tasks such as helping their parents
around the family home, which are unpaid, but undoubtedly of value in children's

development.
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GioichE:
Many people are using credit cards or loans to run up huge personal
debts that they may be unable to repay. It should therefore be made;

more difficult for individuals to borrow large amounts of money.

{What are your opinions on this?

Nowadays, people are able to reach easily to financial sources by financial
instruments such as mortgage loans and credit cards. There are many people who
spend money by using credit card or loans without repaying ability. It is the aim of
essay to present some benefits and drawbacks when people are not able to borrow
easily money.

There are some advantages, when banks don't lend money to people easily. To
start with, people are controlled their expendition in order not to spend too much
money more than their repaying ability. As a result, this is 2 possible cause that
leads to decresing crime in society. Further more, when financial institutions have
less risks, they can lend money to people with low interest rate. What is more,
economy will be safer when financial institutions have no risks. For example, in
1996, the Thai financial institutions lent too much money to people who could not
repay. Consequently, it is one of the causes of the crisis in the Thai economy in
1997.

However, when banks are stricter about lending money to people, people need
to ﬁnd another financial source such as to borrow money from mafias or illegal
financial institution. As a consequent, this doesn’t support economy and danger of
their life. Moreover, banks lose the opportunities to earn more money and to
increase monitoring cost.

Tn conclusion, I think every financial instruments are important in economy
and encourage economy to be stronger. However, we should be careful of how to use

it because it will be a cause of economic problems such as in the crisis of the Thai

economy.
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We all w.orkvor will work in Jobs with many different kinds of people. In :
your opinion, what are some important characteristics of a co-worker

(some.one you work closely with)? Use reasons and specific examples to
explain why these characteristics are important. ‘ :
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T've worked in several offices, and I've found there are certain characteristics
that all good co-workers have in common. They tend to be cooperative people, they
adapt well to changes, and they are helpful to others in the office. People whc; have
these characteristics are easy to work with.

A good co-worker is very cooperative. She does her best to get along with
others. She tries to do her part well because she knows that if one person doesn't
get her work done, it affects everyone else. She also has a positive attitude that
creates a pleasant working environment,

A good co-worker is adaptable. She is not stubborn about changes in schedules
or routines. She doesn't object to having her job description revised. She has no
problem with new procedures and welcomes changes when they come.

A good co-worker is helpful. She helps out when someone falls behind in his or
her work. She is willing to change her schedule to accommodate another worker's
emergency. She doesn’t keep track of how often sh.e has to take on extra work.

We spend more time with our co-workers during the week than we do with our
family. Thus, it's important for our co-workers to be people we can get along with
When co-workers are cooperative, adaptable, and helpful, everyone gets aloné
better and can gel their job done well.

oy

In sorlx:e countries, teenagers have jobs while they are still students. Do}
you think this is a good idea? Su . g g

pport your opinion by usin, ifich
reasons and details. y g specific)
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I don’t think it is a good idea for teenagers to have jobs while they are still
students. It can interfere with their studies, it can disrupt their home life, and it
takes away part of their childhood that they can never replace.
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A job can interg'ere with a teenager's schoolwork. Education today is very
complex and difficult. In order to learn and get good grades, a student must work
very hard and concentrate. This means attending classes for most of the day, then
doing research for projects, then going home and doing homework. It is very
difficult to do all this and have a job, too.

Having a job can also disrupt a teenager's home life. If a teenager has a job to
go to after school he won’t be home for dinner. He won't be home after dinner
either, and may not get home until late at night. This means he doesn’t have much
time to spend with his family. Teenagers may be almost grown up, but they still
need the companionghip and support they get from their families.

The main drawback of a teenager having a job is that he misses ouf on the fun
of being young. He has a whole lifetime ahead of him in which he’ll have to earn a
living. This is the last free time he'll have. It's the last chance he'll have to hang
out with friends and just enjoy himself. Soon enough he'll have fo start worfying

about paying the rent and buying food.
Jobs bring money, but money jsn’t everything. For a teenager it is important to

concentrate on his studies, gpend time with his family, and enjoy being young. A

teenager with a job gives up too much. -

nough money to purchase either a house or a business. Which}:
reasons to explain your choice. |,
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would you choose to buy? Give specific
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1If I had enough money, I would purchase a business, not a house. A house is
only a place to live, but a business is much more. With a business, I could earn
enough money to buy a house and do other things as well. 1 could travel, for

example, and I could help my family, too.
I have always wanted to buy a house, and a business would make this possible.

With a business I would earn enough money to buy a house. It might not happen
right away, but after few years in the business, I am sure I would have enough
money. Then I would have both a business and a house.

After I buy my house, I could use my money to travel. I would like to visit other
countries. With a business, 1 could earn encugh money to do this. I might also
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travel for business. I might have to go to other countries to attend conferences or

meet clients. One way or another, a business would give me the chance to travel.

One of my goals is to help my family. My parents don’t own a house. With a
business, I could help them buy one. I could also take care of them when- they get
older. I would also like to be able to send them on a trip. If I had a good business, I
could help my parents in all these ways.

A house is just one thing, but a business is so much more. A good business
would give me the opportunity to buy a house, travel, and help my parents. Buying
a business is an investment for the future.

A company has announced, that it wishes to build a large factory, near|
your community. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this new
influence on your community. Do you support or oppose the factory?|

Explain your position.

People like factories because they bring new jobs to a community. In my
opinion, however, the benefits of a factory are outweighed by the risks. Factories
cause pollution and they bring too much growth. In addition, they destroy the quiet
lifestyle of a small town. That is why I oppose a plan to build a factory near my
community.

Factories cause smog. If we build a new factory, the air we breathe will become
dirty. Everything will be covered with dust. Factories also pollute rivers and
streams. Qur water will be too dirty to drink. The environment will be hurt and
people’s health will be affected by a factory.

Some people will say that more jobs will be created by a factory. However, this
can have a negative result. Qur population will grow quickly. Many new homes and
stores will be built. There will be a lot of traffic on the roads. Fast growth can cause
more harm than good.

Our city win change a lot. It is a pleasant place now. It is safe and quiet.
Everybody knows everybody else. If a factory brings growth to the city, all of this
will change. The small-town feel will be lost.

A factory would be helpful in some ways, but the dangers outweigh the
benefits. Qur city would be changed too much by a factory. I cannot support a plan
to build a new factory here.
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If you were an employer, which kind of worker would you prefer to hlre. :

an inexperienced worker at a lower salary or an experienced worker at a
higher salary? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

If I were an employer, I would pxjefer to hire an inexperienced worker at a
lower salary. Of course it would save me money, at least at first. I could also train

an inexperienced person exactly as I want, and he or she might be willing to work

longer hours, as well. ’
As an employer, my first concern is money. I have to make sure the business

brings in more money than it spends. When I save on salaries, 1 save a lot of money.
I don’t want to pay my. employees less than the salary they expect, but I want to
save on salaries When I can. Hiring inexperienced workers is one way to do this.

1 like to train my employees to work according to my company’s methods.
Experienced people are used to doing things a certain way. If they get their
experience at another company first, it is hard to change their methods when they
come to my company. It is much easier to train inexperienced workers to follow my
company’s methods.

I dor’t like to ask my employees o work overtime, but sometimes I have fo.
Sometimes we have a lot of work to do in a short period of time. Inexperienced

workers want to gain experience, so they more often volunteer to worlk extra hours.

People may think it is not good for a company to hire inexperienced workers,
but I disagree. I think everyone benefits this way. The workers get training and

experience and the company saves money. 1 think it is the best plan.

Do you agree or disagr

reasons and examples to support your answer.

ee with the following statement? The mostf;;
important aspect of a job is the money a person earns. Use specific

I certainly agree that the most important aspect of a ]ob 1s the money a person
earns, When 1 get a job, I want to earn & lot of money. If I earn a lot of money,
people will know 1 am successful, smart, and a good candidate for marriage.

81



Money equals success. If I earn a lot of money, I can wear nice clothes, get a big
car, buy my parents a nice apartment, and spend a lot of money on my friends.
Everyone will know I am rich and very successful.

Earning a lot of money will show people bow smart I am. Everyone knows you
can’t be stupid and earn a lot of money. Who will trust someone stupid to do a job?

When I earn a lot of money, my mother will be able to find me a good wife. She
will be able to tell everyone what an important job I have. It will make it easy for
her to find someone for me since-all girls want to many a rich man.

I don’t care what kind of work I do as long as I earn a lot of money. That is the

most important. thing for me. Having a well-paying job will show everyone that I
am successful smart, and a good catch.

The international community should reduce or eliminate the debts of the
world’s poorest countries. .

To what extent would you support or reject this proposal?
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Many of the poorest countries ill the world are locked mto a cycle of debt to the
rich countries. Loans arranged years or even decades ago when interest rates were
low, are now very expensive as interest rates are high. What little these countries
can earn in foreign exchange through the sale of raw materials, is used to pay off
these massive debts. '

There are obvious reasons why these debts should be eliminated or reduced. In
poor countries it would seem much more sensible to spend foreign currency on
medicines to combat disease, machinery to help indigenous industry and
agriculture so everyone can work, or on teacher, trainers so the education system
can combat ignorance and poverty. In the absence of these things Third World
citizens are suffering and dying young Vand those benefiting from the huge interest
paid by the underdeveloped countries are the rich bankers in the West. It would be
more sensible to reduce these debts and improve the lives of people in the Third World.

It can be argued that these debts should be retained. One argument is that
these debts have been legally incurred and like any other debt must be honored. It
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would damage the whole banking system of the West decided to abandon some
debts and not others. Everyone with a debt would want it eliminated and difficult
decisions would have to be made concerning which debts to drop.

Where people are suffering and dying for debts incurred by others sometimes
years before they were born, such arguments do not seem logical or powerful.
Banks can and do write off bad debts and for humanitarian reasons they should do

so for the under-developed countries of the Third World.

Comment: This is a very good model essay.
Possible: Band 9 score. (IELTS)

Some of the methods used in advertising are unethical and unacceptable ‘
in today’s society.
To what extent do you agree thh this vxew? ;

There ig no doubt that advertising dominates the worid we live in today.
Adverts appear on television, on the World Wide Web, in the street and even on our
mobile phones. However, many of the strategies used to sell a product or service
can be considered immoral or unacceptable. / )

Indeed, the fact that we cannot escape from advertising is a significant cause
for complaint, Constant images and signs wherever we look can be very derisive
and irritating at times. Although we expect adverts in numerous situations, it now
geems that there are very few places we can actually avoid them.

A further aspect of advertising that I would consider unethical is the way that
it encourages people to buy products they may not need or cannot afford. Children
and young people in particular, are influenced by adverts showing the latest toys.
clothing or music and this can put enormous pressure on the parents to buy these
products.

In addition, the advertising of tobacco products and alcobol has iong been a
controversial issue, but cigarette adverts have only recently been banned in many
countries. It is quite possible that alcohol adverts encourage excessive consumption
and underage drinking, yet restrictions have not been placed on this type of
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advertising in the same way as smoking. Many people consider this to be
unacceptable and I tend to accept this view.

It is certainly true to say that advertising is an everyday feature of our lives.
Therefore, people are constantly being encouraged to buy products or services that
might be too expensive, unnecessary or even unhealthy. In conclusion, many
aspects or advertising do appear to be immoral and are not acceptable in today's
society.

Internet.

problem of unemployment.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Some people argue that the government should give every unemployed

person a mobile phone and should make sure they have access to the

They believe this is the best way of using public money to reduce the
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Unemployment causes many problems for society. Individuals suffer not only
economically, but also in terms of their self respect and 'even health. Inevitably
when the breadwinner is unemployed, other family members become victims too.
Young people without prospects may turn to drugs or crime to escape boredom and
poverty. For all these reasons, any measures which can reduce unemployment are
to be welcomed.

The first priority for the job seeker is information, and here the Internet offers
a unique tool. Details of job vacancies and training schemes can be accessed within
minutes on a computer screen, saving time and money that would otherwise be
spent visiting employment agencies or buying newspapers. In addition, the
Internet can be very useful in preparing for job interviews,

Once a suitable job vacancy has been identified, it's via to respond quickly, and
in this respect it can be argued that a mobile phone is more convenient than a
conventional phone. Since calls on a mobile can be very expensive, however, costs
can easily get out of hand unless they are monitored carefully.

It has to be said that, like any tools, the Internet and the mobile phone are

only as good as their user. Both need to be used effectively, and of course both are
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open to abuse. There is Iittle point in making technology available, therefore,
without providing basic training in using it. T

In conclusion, I believe there are strong arguments for giving unemployed
people access to the Internet.

However, the case for providing mobile phones is less convineing, and it may be

more cost-effective in the long run to invest in relevant training programs.

Workers like doctor and teachers are under valued and underpaid, at!

least compared to actors and actresses. What is your opinions on this 7'

matter.

T

Whether workers like doctors and teachers are undervalued or not is a
debatable issue. However, I believe that workers such as teachers and doctors
ghould be paid more money for a countless reasons.

Firstzof all, in my opinion, workers like teachers are more important for the
society than actors. Therefore, they should be paid large sums of money to keep
them educating people. Education is very easential for any society to progress and
develop. Therefore teachers play an important role for performing this necessary
aspect of development. Without teachers it will be impossible to know. the basic
levels of education, so teachers build students progress socially, intellectually and
educationally. As a consequence of this teachers should be valued according to this

_ very essential role for the society.

Secondly, I personally believe that film actors/actresses do not play the same
role as doctors. Doctors protect people from spread of infections diseases which
could damage not only the health of the general public, but also can deteriorate all
aspects of our life. Without doctors, many well educated and productive people may
be killed by diseases. Therefore, the doctors are very useful in health and progress
which are necessary for any hation in the world. As a result of this position they
should be paid some more money to keep thé general public health and productive.

Thirdly, I largely disagree that film actors/actresses are important. I think
they db not take part in developing a nation's health and progress. Although they

receive huge sums of money, they do not achieve any significant development for
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he society. I believe that their job is not as essential as health, economic progress

and technological achievement. In contrast, progress and technological

defrelopment as well as health of the nation depend mostly on teachers and health
care workers. Therefore, the latter should be more respected and paid to them the
amount of money they deserve.

To’ sum up, I strongly beleve that workers such. as teachers and doctors are
more important than film actors/actresses. Therefore, the former should be

considered more than the latter and paid to them accordingly to this eseennal role
they do for the society.

When I have a choice between spending money or putting It in my savings
account at the bank, I always put it in the bank. I will have a lot of expenses in the

future, like my. education, travel, and unforeseen emergencies. I need to set money
aside for these expenses,

‘ 'Educaﬁon is expensive. I can't depend on my parents to pay all my bills. I have
tuition, room and board, books, and incidental expenses to pay for. My parents help
me, but I have to pay part of it. If I spend my money now, I won be able to pay for
my education,

Travel is also very expensive. I don't mean vacation travel. I mean i';ravel to
and from school, because my school is far from home. First I have to get to school
t » . '

hen, of course, I want to return to my family for important festivals and family
occasions. I need to save money for these trips.

' Emergencies could arrive at any moment. I might have an unexpected illness
while I am at school. One of my family members may need help and I will have to
send them money. You can't predict emergencies like these, but you can be
prepared. I need to save money for these emergencies.
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When you are not rich, you cannot spend your money carelessly. You must plan
shead. I know I will have expenses for my schooling and for traveling to and from

home. I know that I will also have unexpected expenses from time to time. I must

be prepared. I need to save money for these events.

Businesses should hire employees for their entire lives. Do you agree or

dxsagree? Use specxfic reasons and examples to support your answer.

In some business cultures, it is the practice to hire workers when they are
young and employ them until they retire. In other business cultures, companies
hire people to do a job and then fire them when they are not needed. I agree with
the latter position. In today’s economy it is not important to hire employees for
their entire lives: The important considerations for companies are an employee's
performance, speed, and ability to change. Loyalty isnot a consideration.

Today there is a lot of competition so too need to hire workers who can perform
their jobs well. We need to 6nd skilled workers who can do a job without a lot of
extra training. We need to match the job to the worker, and if the job changes, we
change the worker.

Because of competition, we also need to be able to produce our goods and services
quickly. We need young people who are aggressive-and will push themselves to do
their job faster. We need young people who are willing to work long hours.

In order to compete, we have to be able to change to meet the changing
demands of the market. By changing our workforce frequently, we can bring in new
jdeas. By hiring young workers, too get fresh points of view.

Although a feeling of loyalty between a company and its workers is a noble
idea, it is not practical today. A company needs to keep up with the changing forces
of the economy. In order to be able to do this, it needs to be able to change its

workforce as necessary.
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Which would you choose — a high-paying job with long hours that would
give you little time with family and friends or a lower-paying job with x
shorter hours that would give you more time with family and friends?";
Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details. :

At this time in my life I would definitely choose a higher-paying job even if I
had to work long hours. If I want a good future, first I have to gain experience,
move up in my company, and save a lot of money. I will have plenty of time for
friends and family later, after I get a good start on my career.

When I finish school, I will have a lot of knowledge. I won't have any
experience, however. I can get experience only by working. I want a lot of
experience so that 1 can be among the best in my career. The only way to get
experience is to work a lot of hours.

I want to have a high position in my company. I don't want to be just an
employee, I want to be a supervisor, and someday, director or president. I can’t do
this if T work only forty hours a week. The only way to move up is to work long hours.

Living a comfortable life is important to me. I want to have a nice house,
fashionable clothes, and a couple of cars. When I get married, I want my family to
have nice things too. This takes money. The best time to save money is now, before
I have a family. The only way to save a lot of money is to work hard and earn a
high salary.

A high-paying job with long hours wm give me the experience, opportunities,
and money that I want. After I reach a high position in my company and have a big
bank account, I can take an the free time I want to relax with friends and family.

It is sometimes said that borrowing money from a friend can harm or}-E

damage the friendship. Do you agree? Why or why not? Use reasons an
specific exzamples to expl
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1t ig not a good idea to borrow money from a friend. It is not fair to the friend.
It is hard for a friend to say no, to admit that she doesn’t have enough money, or to
ask for her money back when she needs it.
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If you ask a friend for money, it is hard for her to say no. She may do many
favors for you easily, but she still might feel uncomfortable abput lending money.
However, she doesn’t want to be.rude to you. If you ask her for money, she feels
like shekhas to lend it. This puts her in an unfair position.

You} friend may not be able to admit that she doesn’t have enough money. She
may be embarrassed to tell you this. Or maybe she just doesn’t want to disappoint
you. She lends you the money, then she doesn’t have enough for herself.

Your friend may feel awkward about asking for her money back. If some time
passes before you repay the loan, the friend may feel embarrassed to ask you for it.
Maybe she needs it, or maybe she just wants to know what is going on. But she also
doesn’t want to put pressure on you or make you angry. It is a difficult position to
be in.

People all have different ideas about money and it can cause a lot. of problems.
1t is better to borrow money from people you don’t know well, such as bankers.
Then, if necessary, you can have problems with them, and maintain good

relationships with your friends.

More and more qualified people' are moving from poor to rich countries
to fill vacancies in specialist areas like engineering, computing andf
medicine. Some people believe that by encouraging the movement of;i
such people rich countries are stealing from poor countries. Others feel '
that this is only part of the natural movement of workers around the world. |
What is your opinion? k
Do you think rich countries should pay poorer countries for the,:
people they encourage to come? 1
What other measures could rich countries take to encourage

qualified people to stay and help develop their own countries?

= I T

The so-called ‘brain drain’ from poor to rich countries is now robbing poorer
countries of essential personnel like doctors, nurses, engineers, and 'the trend is

continue, if not to get worse.
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Some people say this movement of people around the world is not new
phenomenon. Migrant workers have slwr;ys been attracted by the wider choice of
employment and greater opportunity in major cities in their own countries and
abroad. Recently, as the technological age advances and as richer countries find
themselves with not enough workers to feed their development, they have had to
turn to other parts of the world. to find the necessary manpower. Many richer
European countries, for example are now trying to attract skilled IT wrorkers from
my home country India by offering higher salaries than they could hope to earn at
home. With the globalization of the world economy, many people feel that the
process cannot be stopped.

Others, myself included, are of the opinion that measures should be taken to
address the problem, by compensating poorer countries financially for the loss of
investment in the people they have trained, like doctors and nurses. Admittedly,
this may be cumbersome to administrator, but an attempt could be made to get it
off the wound. Another step, which in part has already begun to happen, is to use
the forces of globalization itself. Western countries could encourage people to stay
in their own countries by direct investment in projects like' computer factories or
by sending patients abroad for treatment, as is already happening.

It is obviously difficult to restrict the movement of people around the world and
it is probably foolish to try to stop it, but attempts should be made to redress the
imbalance.

Possible Band: 8 (IELTS)

disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

In some business cultures, it is the practice fo hire workers when they are
young and employ them until they retire. In other business cultures, companies
hire people to do a job and then fire them when they are not needed. I agree with

the latter position. In today’s economy it is not important to hire employees for
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Business should hire employees for their entire lives. Do you agree u»r§

their entire lives. The important considerations for companies are an employee's
performance, speed, and ability to change. Loyalty is not a consideration.

Today there is a lot of competition so we need to hire workers who can perform
their jobs well. We need to find skilled workers who can do a job without a lot of
extra training. We need to match the job to the worker, and if the job changes, we
change the worker.

Because of competition, we also need to be able to produce our goods and
services quickly. We need young people who are aggressive and will push
themselves to do their job faster. We need young people who are willing to work
long hours.

In order to compete, we have to be able to change to meet the changing
demands of the market, By changing our workforce frequently, we can bring in new
ideas. By hiring young workers, we get fresh points of view.

Although a feeling of loyalty between a company and its workers is a noble
idea, it is not practical today. A company needs to keep up with the changing forces
of the economy. In.order to be able to do this, it needs to be able to change its

workforce as necessary.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Advertising can

tell you a lot about a country. Use specific reasons and examples to§

support your answer.

T T A A L e

Advertising is like a window into the life of a country. It tells a lot about the
people there. Advertisements show what kinds of things the people in a country
like to buy. It shows what kinds of situations are attractive to them. It even shows
whether of not the people tend to be affluent. You can learn a lot by looking at

’

advertisements.
By looking at advertisements, you can see what kinds of things people like to

buy. Are there more advertisements for soda or for juice? For movies or for music?
For vacations or for furniture? You can see what kinds of food people prefer, how
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they like to spend their free time, or what they save their money for. You can learn
just about anything about the average lifestyle in a country. B

By looking at advertisements, you can see what kinds of situations are
attractive to people. If an ad shows someone driving a car freely down an open
highway in beautiful scenery, you can see that people value feeling free. If an ad
shows a professional looking person in an expensive car in front of an elegant
house or office building, you will know that people value success.

By looking at advertisements, you can know whether or not a country is
affluent. If ads are usually about food, clothes, and other necessities of life, the
people in the country may not have a lot of money. If more ads are for luxury items
and expensive, high-quality products, then you know that more people in that
country have money.

Advertisements can tell you a lot about a country. They show how the people
here live. They show what the people want to buy and can buy. Ads give a picture
of a country’s daily life.
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The only way to reduce the amount of traffic in cities today is by

Transportation

4

reducing the need for people to travel from home for work, education or

shopping.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

dwalok S SENCRTANCI RIS SRSA AR LT N H IR

Tt is certainly true that today traffic in cities throughout the world has become
a major problem. This is obvious from the number of vehicles on our roads and the
amount of pollutioh they cause. Probably the traffic problem is due to individuals
travelling for work, study or shopping purposes, and this is evident in the rush
hours we experience every morning and evening.

1t is also true that today such daily commuting is not always necessary because
people can do these things from home. We can see this in the options information
Technology gives us today. For instance, ‘on-line work, distance learning and
shopping facilities are all available via the Internet.

However, even if everyone had access fo the technology and the opportunity to
work from home, it is unrealistic to think that everyone would want to. Even
though the technology for working, studying or shopping on-line makes this option
a possibility, nevertheless it would mean people had less freedom of choice and less
social contact in their lives. This would have a large impact on society as a whole.

So, in conclusion, I think that while this practice could reduce the traffic
problems in our cities, it if most unlikely to be an acceptable solution. In terms of
other solutions, perhaps we need fo think more carefully aboutkfacilitating public
transport and limiting private cars in our city centres. The development of public
transport that is not road-based, such as sky trains or subways, would probably be

a more acceptable alternative measure to reduce jams on our lid roads.
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pay a pollution tax.

comfortable way to travel.
Do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answers.

We know that cars cause pollution and other problems. Many city},

centres now have car-free areas, and in some countries drivers have to:

However, the car is still very popular as it is the cheapest and most|

Air traffic is increasingly leading to more noise, pollution and airport
construction. One reason for this is the growth in low-cost passenger;f
flights, often to holiday destinations.
Some people say that governments should try to reduce air traffic by

taxing it more heavily.

Do you agree or disagree?

B R R T e A M M DT P ST P AN =Y

Many problems arise from the widespread use of private cars in most large
cities. Everywhere we seethe twin evils of private car use, cost and danger, and
they affect both individuals and society.

The economic costs of cars’ are high for society: they include the continuing
upkeep of road networks and the health eare associated with car-crash injuries.
But the damage and danger caused by cars are perhaps more severe. In the first
place, car exhausts contribute considerably to atmospheric pollution. Cars also
disturb the public's peace as motorway noise is audible up to 10 kilometres away.
In addition, many people face respiratory problems due to pollution, and accidents
result in many deaths every year.

However, despite these problems, cars are clearly still a popular choice in
virtually all travel situations because cars are swift, comfortable and comparatively
cheap. Drivers can choose theix route and can stop wherever they want.

Unfortunately, the car is used so much because there are so few viable
alternatives. These days rail networks are being replaced by motorways and air
travel is expensive. For short journeys, people are forced to use their cars as public
transport is so badly organised with a lack of government funding.

To sum up, despite the fact that the car damages the environment and in the
wrong hands, is dangerous, most people would choose to travel by car mainly for

the convenience and independence it offers to the driver.

S AT T SO A R PO O SR EE S R )

In recent years, traveling by plane has become a very common means of
transport for many people. Mainly because it's practical, quick and easy, but it also
became incredibly cheap and accessible for all. Consequently, people are highly
encouraged to choose it and air traffic is increasing rapidly. Although texing flight
tickets more heavily could enable to reduce sir traffic considerably, this decision
could also lead to many drawbacks.

First of all, if plane tickets become more expensive, many people might
reconsider their way of traveling, Therefore, this would certainly encourages more
of them to take a train to travel short distances, from a Etfropean country to
another, for example.

As a result of this, air traffic could decrease and new airport construction not
be needed.

On the other hand, to me it is abvious that people will choose to travel using a
car or a coach as an alternative way. Therefore, this wouid lead to lots of noise and
pollution on the roads, mostly during holidays. Moreover, economically, the choice
of taxing flight tickets heavily could be seen as a discrimination as traveling abroad
could only be afforded by wealthy people. Finally, high costs flying might simply
disadvantage tourism as it would slow down cultural and economic exchanges
between countries.

To sum up, when bearin'g in mind the consequences of heavy taxes on plane
tickets, it does not seem to be an appropriate solution against noise or pollution.

Besides, traveling by plane is needed and important to maintain goods exchanges,

tourism communication, technology developments ...
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problems.

To what extent do you agree with this statement?

many problems. Individuals and governments should ensure that public

transport plays a more iImportant role in modern to tackle these

There is no doubt that in recent years the number of cars on the road has
increased significantly. This has led to numerous problems such as a rise in air
pollution, a higher accident rate and, of course, far more traffic congestion. Some
argue that if public transport played a greater role, then some of these problems
might be reduced. However, - the current situation is unlikely to change
dramatically in the near future unless certain actions are taken.

There are two important changes that the government would need to make in
order for people to use public transport more. Firstly, prices would have to be
reduced — travel by train, in particular, is not cheap in this country. Secondly, the
quality and frequency of public transport services would need to be improved.
Many types of public transport are unéomfortable, unreliable or simply infrequent.
In addition. more dramatic changes, such as higher car taxes or congestion
charging, might put some individuals off driving, particularly if there was a better
public transport service.

Yet even if these changes were implemented, I still believe that the attraction
of the private vehicle is too powerful these days. Most people prefer to travel in
their own car because it is convenient and gives almost total independence.

To sum up, it is important that the government aims to increase the role of
public transport. in order to encourage individuals to use it more. As a result,
traffic-related problems might be reduced. Nonetheless, these aims may not be

fulfilled as long as the car remains such a powerful influence in the modern world.
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ways, or should governments spend more money on improving public|
transportation (buses, trains, subways)? Why? Use specific reasons andi{

details to develop your essay.

Governments should definitely spend more money on improving all forms of
public transportation. The widespread use of private cars has contributed to some
gerious problems in society, ineluding depletion of natural resources, increased
pollution, and the loss of a sense of community. By encouraging the use of public
transportation, governments can do a lot to counteract these problems.

Cars depend on oil and gasoline, which are nonrenewable resources. Once we
have used them up, they are gone forever. Every time a person gets into a private
car to go to work, to the store, or anywhere, gasoline is used up just to take one
person to one place. The more people drive their cars, the more resources are used
up. When people use public transportation, on the other hand, ISSS oil and gasoline
are used up per person. .

Cars cause pollution. Every time a person drives his car somewhere, more
pollution is put into the air. In many big cities, the high amount of air pollution
causes health problems for the residents. Public transportation means fewer cars
on the road, and that means less pollution.

Cars tend to isolate people from each other. When a person uses a private car,
he is alone or only with people that he already knows. He doesn’t haw the
opportunity to see other people or talk to them or feel that be is part of a larger
community. When he uses public transportation, however, he is surrounded by
neighbors and other fellow city residents. He has a chance to be with people be
might not otherwise see, and _maybe even to get to know them a little.

Environmental problems and increased isolation are some of the most serious
problems of modem society. Encouraging the use of public transportation is one
way governments can work against these problems and start creating a better

world.
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T 2

| :
jaway. Compare the different kinds of transportation you could use. Tell |

which method of travel you would choose. Give specific reasons for your

choice.

You need to travel from your home to a place 40 miles (64 kilometers) Sl 7

TRIE SR T T

When I choose a method of transportation to go 40 miles, I have three common
choices: my bike, my parents’ car, or public transportation. When I choose among
them, I think about how much it will cost how long it will take, and why I need to
go from point A to point B.

My bike is a less expensive alternative. The only cost is my manual labor to
pedal from my home to a place 40 miles away. This method, however, is extremely
time-consuming. I imagine it would take me all day. Biking is excellent exercise. If
my only goal is to burn calories and strengthen my muscies, I should go by bike.

Public transportation is another alternative that is inexpensive. The cost is
minimal and shared by everyone on the bus or train. Where I live, you cannot
depend on public transportation. It might take me all day to go 40 miles by public
transportation if I include waiting time. However; using public transportation is
good for the Earth. By sharing resources, we waste less.

Taking a private car is the most expensive, especially since I don’t own a car
and I mist borrow one from my parents. They want me to pay for my own gas,
which is a lot, and I must also pay for parking the car when I get to my destination.

A car is the most dependable way to go if I need to get there fast. When
convenience is your goal, you should pick a car.

When T consider these points, I must confess that I am spoiled. I prefer the
convenience of the car over the exercise of a bike and the virtues of public
transportation. I like to go and come when I want fo without waiting, even if it

costs me more.
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e burning of oil for transport, especially in private cars, is wastefuli
1

i
3

1

Th
and environmentally irresponsible. Taxation on petrol and diesel fuel
should be increase to very high levels to discourage the use of private cars.

To what extent would you support or reject this idea?

R T RO S AP

The increasing dependence of the public on the car as the main means of
transportation has resulted in higher levels of air pollution and damage to the
environment. One suggestion which has been put forward to lessen the severity of
this problem is to increase taxes on petrol and diesel fuel.

If the gov:ernment: insisted on raising taxes, many people would have to
consider alternative methods of transport, as they could no longer afford to use so
much petrol. This would mean that emissions of toxic fumes from cars into the
atmosphere would fall and so air pollution would be at a more acceptable level.
With fewer cars on the roads, cities would have less traffic congestion, which has
been a major problem in urban areas in recent years. Also, if people walked to work
ijnstead of traveling by car, they would become healthier and fitter.

However, there are others ways to discourage driven from using their vehicles
-s0 often. To lower congestion, a tax could be imposed on cars entering the center of
cities and parking charges could be raised. In some countries, cars are only allowed
into city centers on specific days or people are fined if they travel alone in their
cars.

. But inflicting such a tax on people would affect certain members of the public
more than others. Those living in the country are dependent on their cars as public
transportation to these areas is often inadequate and so without they own vehicles
their ability to move around would be severity restricted. Small businesses would
suffer if their transportation costs were increased and some would be forced to
close, thus raising levels of unemployment. ,

In conclusion, I believe that imposing higher taxes on fuel would not be an
effective way of reducing the usage of private cars and rather than forcing the
public to pay extra charges, fines or taxes, the government should endeavor to
upgrade the public transportation system with lower fares and a more frequent

service in order to persuade the public to abandon their cars.
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centers now have car free areas, and in some countries drivers have to
pay a pollution tax. However, the car is still very popular as it is the
cheapest and most comfortable way to travel.

We know that cars cause pollution and other problems. Many city

Do you agree or disagree?

praszsy T TS EET

Many problems arise from the widespread use of private cars in most large
cities. Everywhere we see the twin evils of private care use, cost and danger, and
they affect both individuals and saciety.

The economic costs of cars are high for society: they include the continuing
upkeep of road networks and the health care associated with car-crash injuries.
But the damage and danger caused by cars are perhaps more severe. In the first
place, car exhausts contribute considerably to atmospheric pcllutio.n. Cars also
disturb the public's peace as motorway noise is audible up to 10 kilometers away.
In addition, many people face respiratory problems due to pollution, and accidents
result in many deaths everv year.

However, despite these problems, cars are clearly still a popular choice in
virtually all travel situations because cars are swift, comfortable and comparatively
cheap. Drivers can choose their route and can stop wherever they want.

Unfortunately, the car is used so much because there are so few viable
alternatives. These dayé rail networks are being replaced by motorways and air
travel is expensive. For short journeys, people are forced to use their cars as public
transport is so badly organized with a lack of government funding.

To sum up, despite the fact that the car damages the environment and in the
wrong hands, is dangerous, most people would choose to travel by car mainly for

the convenience and independence it offers to the driver.

Comment: This is very good model essay.
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Travelling and touris

Tourism is a modern form of colonialism. It distorts local economies, 1

eauses environmental damage and ruins the places it exploits.

To what extent would you support or reject this idea?

Tourism, it is suggested, is like colonialism in that touriéts damage the places
they visit and distort the economy. There are a number of presumptions here, that
colonialism was bad, that it and tourism distort the local economies and that this
distortion is bad. All of these presumptions can be challenged.

Colonialism does not have to be all bad. The Roman colonisation of Britain, for
example, brought peace, roads, proper sewerage systems and underfloor heating. It
might be argued that these were and are rather good things, and when the Romans
left so too did many of these benefits.

However, tourism, or colonialism does not necessarily distort local economies.
Where the indigenous industry has dramatically declined, as with coal mining in
South Wales, turning a mine into a tourist attraction can be a way of preserving
kthe local economy and the local community by providing regular employment.

1t should be noted that the changes tourists bring are not all bad. The money "
from tourists at Big Pit in South Wales, to continue the example from the previous
paragraph, has been used to improve the local countryside not damage it. In many
countries what we see as ugly modern hotels in beautiful locations, are beautiful
hotels in beautiful locatior'xs to the local population. Modernity is not -disliked

everywhere, and the jobs and the wealth these thingé bring are worth far more
than the local scenery to people who were previously economically impoverished.

Tn conclusion, there are obvicusly advantages and disadvantages to tourism

but I believe that the benefits outweigh the drawbacks.
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People who travel to another country to live, work or study for a period
qf time often suffer badly from homesickness.
Why is this?

What are the best ways to reduce this problem?

1 think most people who travel away from home for any length of time will feel
homesick at the beginning because missing their own home and country is a
natural reaction. However, I think it becomes less of a problem as people adapt to
the new environment and start to enjoy new relationships and experiences. Today
many young peaple study abroad and for them it is probably their first time away
from family, friends and everything that is familiar. The country they have moved
to may have a completely different culture and language, so they need to adjust to
this and learn how to communicate in new ways. This can be very tiring, but until
they can do so they will feel out of place and unable to form new relationships.

Professionals who have moved abroad for work -may have left older parents
behind, or even young children. For them, the separation can be worse because
they feel so far from the people they feel responsible for.

I personally think that people should try and prepare themselves for study or
work abroad. They need to learn the new language, and to try to be as adaptable
and independent as they can. At the same time, however, they need to set up ways
of communicating quickly and easily with people back home, by using email for
instance. so that they know what is happening there and do not need to worry. If
people are aware of the problems, they can do a lot to reduce their homesickness

and make their stay abroad a positive, exciting experience.

Possible: Band 9 (IELTS)
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You have the opportunity to visit a foreign country for twe weeks. Which l{
country would you like to visit? Use specific reasons and details to i

i
i
£
7

explain your choice.
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If I could visit any foreign country, 1 would go to Iceland. I imagine it is unlike
any place I have seen before. In the middle of the summer the sun never sets. I
would like to see that and the interesting scenery and learn more about Iceland's’
history.

I would like to experience some days when the sun doesn’t set. Of course, I

would have to go to Iceland in June in order to have this experience. It's hard to

imagine going to bed while the sun is still in the sky. It would feel strange, but I

would like to try it. i

I would like to see some of Jceland’s beautiful scenery. I have seen it in photos,
and I am sure it is much better in real life. I would like to look at volcances and
walk on glaciers. I want to see the places where steam rises from the ground and go
swimming in the natural hot springs. .

1 would like to learn more about the history of Iceland. I know that Vikings
went there from Norway over 1,000 years ago. Why did they want to live in that
o? How did they begin their lives there? How were they able to

strange, cold plac
2 I am sure Iceland bas museums that explain these things. I

grow food and survive
would like to visit them and learn everything Ican.

Iceland is a unique place. It would be wonderful to have the opportunity to
history. Maybe some

visit there, to see the wonderful sights, and learn about the

day I really will be able to go.

Imagine that you have received some land to use as you wish. How would }

you use this land? Use specific details to explain your answer.

T o T R T ST e e SR L A s TR ISR FHAS T L
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1 would like to use my land for something that everyone can enjoy. Therefore, I
would build a campground on it. Right now we don’'t have any good places for
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outdoor recreation in my town. A campground would be an inexpensive place for
outdoor recreation and would provide activities that everybody would enjoy.

There aren’t many opportunities for outdoor recreation in my town. We have
only one small park and a playing field behind the high school. That really isn’t
enough space for our needs. In addition, the park is not well maintained s0 people
don't like to use it. A well maintained campground would give our town a nice place
to enjoy outdoor activities.

We have many opportunities for indoor recreation, but they are all expensive.
We have a brand new movie theater, but the ticket prices go up every day. It is
especially hard to pay for tickets if you have several children. We have a museum
of local history, but that, too, is expensive. Young people like to go to the mall, but
of course that just encourages more spending. A campground, on the other hand, is
an inexpensive place to spend time, even. for large families.

At a campground, everybody can find activities that they enjoy. People can play
different kinds of games outdoors, they can go hiking or study nature, or just sit
and relax. At night they can enjoy talking around a campfire. It is a nice place for
families to enjoy some free time together.

A campground would provide an inexpensive and enjoyable place for families
and friends to spend time together. It would be a great asset to our town. I think it

would be a very good way to use land.

TR

should this visitor go on that day? Why? Use specific reasons and details |
to support your choice. g
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A foreign visitor with only one day to spend in my country should definitely
spend that day in the capital. Spending time in the capital is the easiest way to see
many aspects of our country in one place. In this city, the visitor can learn about
our history, see examples of our culture, and buy our best products.

Our country’s history is represented in several ways throughout the city. In the
Government Palace, a visitor can learn about the history of our independence. In
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our National Museum, a visitor can see exhibits that show all the different sfages
of our history, from ancient times tofthe present. In parks all around the city, a
visitor can see monuments to famou$ historical people and events.

1t is also possible to see different representations of our culture throughout the
¢ity. Our art museums and galleries show paintings and sculptures by our artists.
Plays written by national playwrights are performed in the theaters. Folk ballet
performances show examples of our traditional dances. Many restaurants in the
capital serve our native dishes.

The best products of our country are sold in, the capital city. The large
department stores sell clothes, furniture, and household items manufactured in our
country. The Central Market sells fruit and vegetables from the surrounding
agricultural region. Tourist and -craft shops sell native handicrafts made in the
countryside.

The capital city is the best place to learn a lot about our country in one place.
Of course, it is difficult to see all of the city’s attractions in one day. With some
planning, though, it is possible to see at least a few examples of our country’s

history, culture, and products in one day.

Many people visit museums when they travel to new places. Why do you!

ithink people visit museums? Use specific reasons and examples tol

[support your answer.

People visit museums for a number of reasons. They visit museums when
traveling to new places because a museum tells them a lot about the culture of
those places. They also to museums to have fun. People also are usually interested
in museums that feature unusual subjects. It’s impossible to get bored in a museum.

When visiting soméplace' ne\;/, you can find out about the culture of that place
in many ways. The easiest way to learn about a culture, though, is by vigiting its
museums. Museums will show you the history of the place you're visiting. They'll
show you what art the Iocalé think is irﬁportant. If there aren’t any museums, that

tells you something, too.

106



Museums are fun. Even if you're not interested in art or history, there is
always something to get your attention. Many museums now have what they call
“bands-on” exhibits. These exhibits have activities such as pushing a button to bear
more about what you're looking at, or creating your own work of art. Everyone,
from child to adult, enjoys these hands-on activities in museums.

People also enjoy visiting museums about unusual subjects. For instance, in
my hometown there’s a museum devoted to the potato. This musewm has art made
out of potatoes. It also tells the history of the potato, and sells unusual items such
as potato dolls. People enjoy visiting this museum because it is so unusual. There is
no other place like it,

People everywhere like museums. They like learning about interesting and
unusual things. No matter who you are or what you like, there is a museum that

will amaze and interest you.

Some people like to travel with a companion. Other people prefer i:of‘

travel alone: Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to|

support your choice.

LLEEE

Traveling alone is the only way to travel. If you take someone with you, you
take your home with you. When you travel alone, you meet new people, have new
experiences, and learn more about yourself.

When I travel with a friend, I spend all my time with that friend. We do
everything together. When I travel alone, I spend my time looking for new friends.
I meet other tourists or local people. We have coffee together or share a meal and
we become friends. It's easier to meet new people when I travel alone.

When I travel with a friend, my routine is predictable. We follow the same
schedule that we do at home. When I travel alone, I adapt myself to the customs of
the place. I might take a nap in the afternoon and eat dinner late at night. I might
go to a club and dance all night. I am more gpen to new experiences when I travel

alone.
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When I travel with a friend, we take care of each other. When I am alone, I
have to take care of myself. If I encounter a difficult situation, I have to find my
own solution. Maybe I don't speak the language and I have to figure out how to
make myself understood. Maybe the food looks strange and I have fo decide what to
eat. When I travel alone, I learn about how I react in new or strange situations.

I think it is always important to do things on your own. You can find new
friends, have new experiences, and learn a lot about yourself, too. Isn't that the

point of travel?

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best way to *

travel is in a group led by a tour guide. Use specific reasons an

examples to support your answer.

When I travel, I always prefer to go with a group led by a tour guide. The tour
guide makes all the necessary arrangements for the trip. The tour guide knows the
best places to visit. The tour guide is familiar with the local language and customs.

When I travel with a tour guide, the only thing I have to do is relax and-enjoy

myself.

If I travel in a group with a tour guide, I don't have to worry about arranging
the trip. I just look for a group that is going to & place I like, and I let the tour
guide take care of the rest. The tour guide makes the hotel reservations and
chooses the restaurants and plans the activities for each day. I dor’t have to wokrry
about anything because the guide does everything for me.

1f I travel in a group with a tour guide, I don’t have to figure out which places
to visit. The tour guide knows which are the best museums. The tour guide knows
where the good beaches are and which stores have the best prices. If I had to figure
this out myself, I might make the wrong choices. With a tour guide, I am sure of
having the best Possible expe'rience on my trip.

If I travel in a group with a tour guide, I don't have to know the local language
and customs. The tour guide knows the language and can speak for the group when
necessary. The tour guide knows when the local holidays are, or how to dress
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appropriately for each situation. I don’t have to worry about confusions with the
language or customs because the tour guide can help me.

When I go on vacation, I want to relax. I don't want to worry about making

hotel reservations, or learning the museum schedules, or speaking the loeal

language. A tour guide can take care of all these things for me, and I can have a
good time.

to support your choice.

If I could meet a famous person from history, I would like to meet Leonardo da
Vinci. There has probably been no other person like him in all of history. He was a
talented artist and an imaginative inventor. He was a unique person and I would
like to know what that felt like.

Da Vinci's artistic talents are well known. The Mona Lisa is, of course, his
most famous painting. It is beautiful, and he painted and drew many other
beautiful works of art as well like to draw and paini:, too. Of course my talent will
never approach da Vinei's, but it would be inspiring to meet him.

Da Vinci invented many things. For example, he made drawings of a flying
machine. This was centuries before the first airplane was ever built. Perhaps his
inventions never became reality in his life, but he still was able to imagine them.
He created things in his mind that were well ahead of his time. I think this is
amazing and inspiring.

Da Vinci was a smart and talented person. His ideas were well ahead of his
time. There was no one else like him around. I wonder what that felt like. It must
have been difficult at least some of the time. If I could meet him, I could ask him
about this.

To tell the truth, I haven’t read much about da Vinci. I would like to learn
more about him, however, because of his unique talents and ideas. It would be an

inspiring experience to meet him.
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If you could travel back in time to meet a famous person from history, [

what person would you like to meet? Use specific reasons and examples|,

Entertainment

2 i
Many people believe that the high levels of violence in films today are|
causing serious social problems.

What are these problem and how could they be reduced?

TERRE

The increasing amount of violence that 15 shown regularly in films has been a
cause of concern for some time. Such films make violence appear entertaining,
exciting and even something to be copied. However, it seems to be increasingly
clear that this development is causing problems in our society.

Tirst of all, those who enjoy such films eventually stop associating the violence
with any real consequences. They therefore lose their sense of reality and no longer
take violence seriously or have any sympathy with the victims® This is bad for both
individuals and for our whole society. Another worrying trend is that in these films
tile heroes are shown as people to be admired, even though they are very violent
characters. This leads impressioriable people to believe that they can gain respect
and admiration by copying this aggressive behaviour, and so the levels of violence
increase, especially in major cities throughout the world.

What is needed to combat these problems is definite action. The government
should regulate the film industry on the one hand, and provide better education on
the other. Producers must be prevente from showing meaningless violence as ‘fun’
in their films. Instead, films could emp asise the tragic consequences of violent
acts and this would educate people, especially young people, to realize that violence
ig real.

To conclude, I think that viewing violence as entertainment may indeed cause
serious social problems and that the only way to improve this situation is by

regulating the industry and educating the public about the real human suffering

that such violence brings.
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Music is played in every society and culture in the world today.

‘inﬂuence on both.

l Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.
| .

Some people think that music brings only benefits to individuals and|
societies. Others, however, think that music can have a neg&;.tivei

Generally, music is considered to be one of the most popular and ancient modes
of human expression. It features largely in all histories and all cultures and indeed
has been one of the main ways of passing on cultursl traditions to new generations.
Because of this, many people view music as a positive influence for societies. They
also believe that the influence on individuals is wholly beneficial as it is a long-
established way of communicating and helping us to understand the whole range of
human emotion and experience in a more spiritual language than words can
represent.

However, there are different kinds of music and the qualities of classical music
traditions are not necessarily part of the music many people experience today. In
the modern world there is a huge music industry that sells piped music to
supermarkets and advertisers. We are also constantly exposed to loud, modern
music from people’s CD players, iPods or car radios. So the view of musgic téday as a
kind of noise pollution produced by selfish people, is also a common and negative
one.

But it is difficult to think of a world without music, Certainly there is bad
music that may have negative infiuences, particularly on the young. But people's
taste in music tends to change as they get older, and it would be difficult to find
someone who had no pdsitive musical associations at all.

In conclusion, I think that music can have both positive and negative

influences on people and society, but it is an integral part of human expression that

we cannot really separate from our lives.
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Sports which depend on violence for their entertainment, such as boxing

and wrestling, have no place in a civilized society and should be banned.

To what extent would you support or reject this idea?

Ny L L e X A S BT ) PR

Many sports, like rugby and football, involve violent contact between players
and often lead to injury. Other sports, boxing and wrestling in particular, have the
deliberate intention of hutting an opponent. Whether this is acceptable in modem
gociety when at all other times we try to train people not to be aggressive and not
to deliberately hurt other people is a debatable point.

The arguments against sports like boxing come from a minority of people who
find violence, even in a controlled and institutionalised form, highly disturbing.
Their line of reasoning appears to be that it is better for everyone if we livein a
violence free society. In order for us, especially children, to learn to a avoid such
behaviour then it 1s preferable if we never see it and cannot copy it. If society
actually sanctions brutahty, as in boxing, it canmot be argued that violence is
always unacceptable. N .

On the other hand, realists point out that cruelly is inherent in society and
banning boxing will not alter this. 'On the contrary, by institutionaliging and
controlling violence in boxing clubs can help change this. Boys, who would
otherwise be part of street gangs outside the law, can be taught to be part of a
group and direct their energies at sctivities which are inside the law. In this
environment they can be trained to be hetter members of society. Organised boxing
matches follow elaborate rules and ;ﬂi@. facilities are always on hand so,
barring accident, noone should be geriously hurt. How much better this is than
uncontrolled street fighting outside the law.

To sum up, it seems to r'ne that there is little to be gained and much to be lost
by banning sports such as boxing. Prohibiting boxing will not stop viclence in
society but it will drive organised fighting outside the law and into the hands of

criminals. We would all lose if that oceurred.
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Successful sports professionals can earn a great deal more than people in|,
other important professions. Some people think this is fully justified
while others think it is unfair, ;

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.-

As a result of constant media attention, sports professionals in my country
have become stars and celebrities, and those at the top are paid huge salaries. Just
like movie stars, they live extravagant lifestyles with huge houses and cars.

Many people find their rewards unfair, especially when comparing these super
salaries. with those of top surgeons or research scientists, or even leading
politicians who have the responsibility of governing the country. However, sports
salaries are not determined by considering the contribution to society a person
makes, or the level of responsibility he or she holds. Instead, they reflect the public
popularity of sport in general and the level of public support that successful stars
can generate. So the notion of ‘fairness’ is not the issue.

Those who feel that sports stars’ salaries are justified might argue that the
number of professionals with real talent are very few, and the money is a
recognition of the skills and dedication a person needs to be successful.
Competition is constant and a player is tested every time they perform in their
relatively short career. The pressure from the media is intense and there is little
privacy out of the spotlight. So all of these factors may justify.the huge earnings.

Personally, I think that the amount of money such sports stars make is more
justified than the huge earnings of movie stars, but at the same time, it indicates
that our society places more value on sport than on more essential professions and
achievements.

Movies are popular all over the world. Expléin why movies are soy

popular. Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
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Movies are popular because people are great watchers. We like to watch other
people’s lives. By going to the movies we can bring excitement into our lives,

express our emotions, and imagine ourseives as someone else.
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Our lives are not adventurous or glamorous like the movies. We don't fight the
bad guys all day and then‘go home to a luxury apartment. We just go to school, do
our homework, eat, talk to our friends, and sleep. We need a little excitement in
our lives and we find excitement at the movies. ’

Humans are very emotional. We all like to cry and laugh. Sad movies give us a
chance to cry about our sadness. Funny ones give us a chance to laugh about our

_joy. Sometimes it is easier to express our emotions in a dark movie theater.

Now I am a student, but I know some day I want to be a scientist or a
politician or a famous model. When I go to the movies, I can see my role models. I
can see what they wear and how they talk. I can imagine myself as they are, and
maybe some day I will really be like them.

Even though my life is quiet, I can go to the movies and watch someone else’s
life. I can share their emotions and their everyday life. I wonder if they would like

to share mine.

Films can tell us a lot about the couniry where they were made. What/

have you learned about a country from watching its movies? Use specific

response.

BT

examples and details to support your

When I watch movies from other countries, I realize that people everywhere
really are similar. We may have different languages and cultures, but we all want
to get an education, need to inake a living, and like to have fun.’

Once I saw a movie made in China. It showed parents helping their children
with their homework. My parents helped me the same way. Another time I saw a
movie from Argentina. It showed schoolchildren playing a game during recess. My
friends and I used to play the same game at school. Seeing these films showed me
that education is a common goal in every country. Children go to school and their
parents help them with their work and want them to do the best the'y can.
Education is something we all have in common.

By watching foreign movm the different ways people earn a living. In

some countries, people choose their careers according to their interests and talents.
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In other countries, their parents choose their careers for them. But in every
country, finding a way to earn a living is a major concern, and working hard is
respected. Earning a living is another common geal.

Movies often show how people have fun. People everywhere want 1o be
entertained and want to spend time with family and friends. Different cultures
may enjoy different types of activities, but all cultures enjoy some form of sports,
musie, and dancing. Everybody likes to have fun.

The movies I've seen make it clear to me that no matter what the, cultural

differences are between countries, people everywhere have the same basic needs

and goals.
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|and specific examples to support your answer.

Television is a big influence in the lives of most of us. We spend hours every
week watching television programs, so of course this will affect our behavior.
Unfortunately, the effect of television is usually negative. Television makes people
more violent, more inactive, and less imaginative.

Many programs and movies on television are violent. The more.we see violence
on television, the less sensitive we become to it. Eventually violence doesn’t seem
wrong. This is especially true because viclence on television doesn’t seem to have
consequences. Actors can be killed and come back for another movie. Sometimes we
confuse that with reality and we forget that killing someone is permanent.

Watching television makes us less active. The act of watching television
requires almost no activity on the part of the watcher. We just turn it on and
change the channels. In addition, all the time that -we spend in front of the
television is time that we are not spending moving sround, playing a sport, or
taking a walk.

When we watch television, we don't exercise our imagination. All the stories
are told for us. We don’t even have to imagine what a character or a place looks like

because everything is shown to us. When we have television, we don’t have to
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%How do movies or television Influence people's behavior? Use reasons}

invent a way to spend a few free moments. We just turn on the television and

watch.
TPelevision is a big influence in modern life and it can be a valuable educational

tool. The other side of television, however, is that it has a strong negative effect on

our behavior, encouraging us to accept violence and to be inactive and

unimaginative.

ou agree or disagree with the following statement? Televigion has
i

TR IEAT T

destroyed communication among friends and family. Use specific

|

reasons and examples to support your opinions.
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Some people believe that television has destroyed communication among
friends and family. In my opinion, however, the opposite is true. Television can
increase communication. News and other information we see on TV éives us things
to discuss with our friends and family. TV also helps us understand each other
better because we all have access to the same TV programs. Finally, TV can help us
share our interests with other people.

Television programs give us things to think and tallkk about. These days it is
always possible to hear up-to-the minute news every time we turn on the
television. We hear about things happening all around the world that directly
affect our lives. Everybody has opinions about these: things'and everybody wants to
discuss their opinions with other people. So, TV news and information programs
encourage us to discuss our ideas with our friends and family.

No matter what city you live in, you have access to the same TV programs as
people in other parts of the country. When you go to a new city to work, study, or
take a vacation, you will already have something in common with the people there.
When you meet new people, you will probably be familiar with at least some of the
same TV programs. This gives y015\somethi'ng to talk about and a way to begin new

friendships. /
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Most people use TV as a way to pursue their interests. People who play sports
usually like to watch sports on TV. People who like to cook watch cooking shows, If
your friends and family watch some of the same programs as you do, they can learn
more about the things that interest you. This is an excellent form of communication
that helps people understand each other :Detter.

TV is a tool that gives us access to information, entertainment, and education.
When we watch programs that interest us, we want to share this interest with

other people. That is why I believe TV encouréges communication among people.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Games are asfi

important for children as they are for adults. Use specific reasons and

examples to support your answers.
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Everyone likes to. play games. Games are important at any age to keep your
mind sharp, learn new things, and maintain social skills.

When you pla}f games, you exercise your mind. This becomes more important
as you grow older. By concentratiné on the tactics of a game, memorizing moves,
and following your opponent’s strategies, you can keep your brain functioning and
growing.

Playing games can teach you a lot. Games that ask questions, for example,
show you what you don’t know. You can learn about things like geography and
history when you play certain games. It's a fun way to learn, and adults enjoy this
as much as children do.

Games require the use of social skills. When you play games, you interact with
other people. You have to be considerate of them and you have to play fairly.
Playing games allows you to maintain personal contacts. This is important for
people of all ages.

Regardless of your age, playing games can help you keep your mind alert, learn

new things, and build friendships.
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Some young children spend a great amount of their time practicing%
sports. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this. Use speciﬁcg

reasons and examples to support your an
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Participating in sports is good for children. 1t helps them stay in good physical
ghape, it helps them learn teamwork, and helps them learn to develop excellence.
However; too much of a good thing is never good, and children need to halance
sports with other types of activities.

It is important to stay in shape, and participating in sports is a good way to do
this. In sports, children get a chance to run and jump, to develop their muscles and
lunigs. This is especially important after spending most of the day gitting at a desk
doing schoolwork. However, if children focus too mu‘ch on sports, they might
neglect their homework. They might also be too tired to pay attention in school.

Participating iﬁ sports helps children learn to work on a team. They have to

pay attention and cooperate and do what is best for the team. This is an important

* gkill that will help them throughout their lives. If children always play on a team,
however, they don’t have the chance to learn to do things alone. They don’t learn to

. enjoy solitary activities such as reading or drawing, and they don’ learn how to

play with just one or two other children and no adult supervision. These activities
also help develop important skills.

. Learning to play sports helps children learn to develop excellence. They want
to be really good in the sports they choose. Each one wants to be the best ball
player or gymnast possible. While it is good to learn to work toward goals, it is also
good to participate in other types of activities. Children need activities that are just
for relaxation and enjoyment. They need activities that don’t involve competition. If
they focus too much on sports, they might not get a chance to do these other
activities.

Playing sports is an important par of a child's development. Other activities,
however, are equally important. Adults, hould encourage children to find a balance

between different types of activities in their lives.
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© you agree or disagree with the following statement? Watching|
television is bad for children. Use. specific details and examples tog

support your answer.

RESCEER IR 2N 3

i I th'mk television is very bad for children. It is bad for their health, it is bad fi
their minds, and it is bad for their values. They should rarely be allowed’to watch ito '
‘A/then children watch a lot of television, they don’t get a lot of physical exercis;-
They just sit and watch all day. Often, they eat snacks while they wateh TV. Th .
snacks are prabably cookies and potato chips and other food that is bad fo ‘th ‘e
health. Children need to get a lot of exercise. They need to piay active game : T—heu.
also need to eat healthful food. Television watching does not encouragein ost: thi y
\.Nhen‘_chﬂdren watch a lot of television, they are exposed to a lot of infs';rm t’s’
and ideas. Some of this is educational, but a lot of it is not. Children don’t ala' e
know the difference. There is a lot of violence, sex, and other things on TVVZZyS
children shouldn't see. If children learn about adult topics from TV, th i N
a distorted view of the world. m o ey vl e
Wk}e.n children watch a lot of television, they are encouraged to be materialisti
Ac?vertlsmg teaches children that having a lot of things is important. It teach .
children that they must always have the newest, biggest, or most expex.lsive f;hineB
In addition, the characters on TV shows drive new cars, have fashionable cloth y
and live in big houses. This also encourages children to want things. o
Television can educate and entertain, but it also gives a distorted view of the

world. It generally does not encourage healthful, intelligent, or moral living. It
should not be a big part of any child’s life. ‘

People listen to music for different reasons and at different times Why is

music important to many people? Use specific reasons and examples to
support your choice.
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. Music has been a part of people’s lives since the time Civilization began. I
+ think music is important because it helps us express our emotions, it helps us feel
connected to others, and also simply because it is a beautiful thing.
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Music is an expression of emotion. Music can be sad or happy, calming or
agitating, angry or contented. Music can represent any human emoction. When
people play or listen to musie, they feel their emotions. Often people listen to certain
music because they want to feel a certain way. Music has a lot of emotional power.

Music helps people feel connected to each other. When people go to a concext,
they are with other people who share their musical tastes. Together they feel the
emotions that the music evokes. Also, music has always played an important part
in ceremonies, from ancient times to the present. This is because of its ability to’
make people feel connected.

Finally, people enjoy music because of its beauty. Music is art, an expression of
beauty, Whatever emotion it expresses, positive or negative, it is beautiful.
Listening to good music cau be like looking at a beautiful flower or a spectacular
sunset. It can be as beautiful as anything nature gives us.

Mugie brings a lot to our lives in terms of smotions, connections. and beauty.

No culture has ever been without it.

S
gD agree or disagree with the following statement? Television, {
newspapers, magazines, and other media pay too much attention to the
personal lives of famous people such as public figures and celebrities.%

Use specific reasons and details to explain your opinion.

1 think the media pay too much attention to the private lives of famous people.
They discover things that happened years ago and report them as if they- still
mattered. They publicize things about famous people’s lives that are really private,
personal matters. They put out information that could end up having a bad effect
on a person’s family and personal Tife. They do this just to entertain the public, but
1 don't find it entertaining at all.

The media like to dig up bad information about the past actions of famous
people. They find out that a person took drugs when he was young, or that someone ~
was a reckless driver and caused a bad accident. Then a person in her forties has to
explain something that she did when she was fifteen. 1 don't understand how

something that happened so long ago ‘could have any interest or importance now.
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The media says that the public has the right to know about the private actions

of famous people. They say it is our right to know if someone had an extramarital ‘

affair or didn't pay back some money that he owed. I say these are personal
matters. We respect the privacy of ordinary people and we should do the same for
famous people.

The media seem to report these things without considering what might happen
as a result. Reporting on a celebrity’s personal affairs could have an effect on that
person’s family, especially the children. A celebrity’s good name and~credibi]ity
could be ruined before he or she can prove that the rumors are false. A person’s
entire career could be mined by something that is reported in the media.

Having details of one’s personal life reported in public can have all sorts of
negative consequences on a person’s life. Ordinary people don’t have to suffer this
sort of attention, and I see no reason why celebrities should either.

Dangerous sports are interesting for most people to watch or read about. Only
certain kinds of people, however, are attracted to participating in these sports.
Often they are people who love risks, who seek a feeling of power, or who need a
way to deal with some personal problems.

Dangerous sports attract risk takers. People often take risks in their lives.
They take risks with tleir money, with their jobs, and in love. But these are .
ordinary risks. Nothing compares with the risk of putting your own life in danger.
Risking one’s life in a dangerous sport has a special thrill that is very attractive to
some people.

Dangerous sports attract people who want a feeling of power. It is a great
accomplishment to climb a difficult mountain or to learn how to skydive. When
people do these things and still end up alive, they feel like they have conquered the
forces of nature. What a feeling of power that must give them!
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Tinally, I think dangerous sports attract some unhappy people. People who
dor’t like their jobs or who have problems with their family may turn to dangerous
sports as a way of dealing with their problems. Learning how to do something
difficult and dangerous can make them feel worthwhile. It can give them
something interesting to focus their attention on.

Dangerous sports can be attractive for several reasons. They can attract people
who like thrill, power, or who need a way to forget their problems. In my opinion,

however, dangerous sports are never worth the risk.

Some movies are serious, designed to make the audience think. Other :
movies are designed primarily to amuse and entertain. Which type of

movie do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your ]

answer. :

Movies have the power to make you laugh, cry, or think about an issue that
you might not otherwise think about. Although I sometimes watch movies that are
serious, I prefer movies that amuse and entertain. When I see an amusing movie, it
makes me relax, laugh, and keeps me in good spirits.

After a long day at school and work, I need a break and something to take my
.mind off the troubles of the day. I can do that with an entertaining movie. When I
watch an amusing movie, I don't have to think. I just sit back and relax. After a
movie, T feel ready. to get back to work and study. )

Amusing movies make me laugh. Laughing is important for the soul. Laughing
not only makes me feel good, it connects me with other people. When I laugh with
other people, we become friends.

When I watch an entertaining movie, 1 feel good. When I feel good, I can focus
more on important things like my studies and work. Being in good spirits makes
me feel better about myself and gives me & positive outlook on life.

While I can appreciate gerious- movies that make you think, I prefer to be
amused and entertained after a long day of work. Such movies allow me to take a
break from the rigors of daily life by helping me relax, making me laugh, and

putting me in a good mood.
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to have more negative effects than positive.
To what extent do you agree with this view?

In the last 20 years there have been significant developments in the field Y
of information technology (IT), for example the World Wide Web and
communication by e-mail. However, future developments in IT are likely ;

The last two decades have seen enormous changes in the way people’s lives are
affected by IT. Twenty years ago, few people had access to a computer whilst today
most people use them at work, home or school and use of e-mail and the Internet is
an everyday event.

These developments have brought many benefits to our lives. E-mail makes
communication (particularly overseas) much easier and more immediate. This has
numerous benefits- for business, commerce, and education. The World Wide Web
means that information on every conceivable subject is now available to us.
Clearly, for many people this has made life much easier and more convenient.

However, not all the effects of the new technology have been beneficial, Many
people feel that the widespread use of e-mail is destroying traditional forms of
communication such as letter writing, telephone and face-to-face conversation.
With ever inereasing use of information technology thes’e negative elements are
likely to increase in the future.

The huge size of the Web means it is almost impossible to control and regulate.
This has led to many concerns regarding children accessing unsuitable websites.
Unfortunately, this kind of problem might even get worse in the future at least
until more regulated systems are set up. Yet perhaps the biggest threat:to IT in
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years to come will be the computer yirus — more sophisticated or more destructive

strains are almost inevitable.
In conclusion, developments in IT have brought many benefits, yet I believe

developments relating to new technology in the future are ﬁkély to produce many

negative effects that will need to be addressed very carefully.

Using a computer every day can have more negative than positive effects|;
on young children.
Do you agree disagree?

T tend to agree that young children can be negatively affected by too much time
spent on the computer every day. This is partly because sitting in front of a screen
for too long can be damaging to both the eyes and the physical posture of a young
child, regardless of what they are using the computer for.

However, the main concern is about the type of computer activities that attract
children. These are often electronic games that tend to be very-intense and rather
violent. The player is usually the ‘hero’ of the game and too much exposure can
encourage children to be self-centred and ingensitive to others. ’

Even when children use a computer for other purposes, such as getting
information or emailing friends, it is no substitute for human interaction. Spending
time with other children and sharing non-virtual experiences is an important part
of child’s development that cannot be provided by a computer.

In spite of this, the obvious benefits of computer skills for young children
cannot be denied. Their adult world will be changing constantly in terms of
technology and the Internet is the key to all the knowledge and information
available in the world today. Therefore it is important that children learn at an
early age to use the equipment enthusiastically and with confidence as they will
need these skills throughout their studies and working lives.

I think the main point is to make sure that young children do not overuse
computers. Parents must ensure that their children learn to enjoy other kinds of

activity and not simply sit at home, Jearning to live in a virtual world.
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E-mail has had a huge impact on professional and social communication,

but this impact has been negative as well as positive.

Do the disadvantages of using e-mail outweigh the advantages?

ERCERAC

T

It is certainly true that the use of e-mail has greatly changed the way we
communicate with each other at work as well as socially. But it is also true that not
all the effects of this innovation have been positive, although there are certainly
some advantages.

A common criticism of e-mail in the workplace is that it causes extra work and
stress. This is because employees receive more messages than they can answer
every day and since e-mail writers expect a quick response, this further increases
pressure on employees. Other objections to e-mail for both social and professional
users include the way it encourages people to spend even longer at their computers
and also the danger of incoming messages allowing viruses into your computer
system.

In gpite of these negative effects, however, e-mail has brought important
benefits as well. One such advantage of using e-mail is that it is a fast and easy
way to communicate with family, friends and work colleagues wherever they are in
the world. It not only allows people to stay in touch with each other, but it also

allows them to send all kinds of information {such as pictures, photos, diagrams

texts, ete.) very quickly, cheaply and with a very good quality of reproduction. This °

is a huge advanture earlier communication systems, and the low cost of e-mail
means it is very widely used.

To sum up, while there are some obvious drawbacks to using e-mail, this fast
and user-friendly technology has greatly improved our ability to communicate both

professionally and socially. Therefore, I think e-mail has brought us many more

benefits than disadvantages.
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We are hecoming increasingly dependent on computers, They are used in
businesses, hospitals, crime detection and-even to fly planes. What thmgs

will they be used for in the future? Is this dependence on computers a§

good thing or should we be more suspicious of their benefits?

Computers are a relatively new invention. The first computers were built fifty

years ago and it is only in the last thirty or so years that their influence has
affected our everyday life. Personal computers were introduced as recently as the
early eighties. In this short time they have made a tremendous impact on our lives.
We are now so dependent on computers that it is hard to imagine what things
would be like today without them. You have only got to go into a bank when their
main computer is broken to appreciate the chaos that would occur if computers
were suddenly removed world-wide.

In the future computers will be used to create bigger and even more
sophisticated computers. The prospects for this are quite alarmmg They will be so
complex that no sndividual could hope to understand how they work. They will
bring a lot of benefits but they will also increase the potential for unimaginable
chaos. They will, for example, be able to fly planes and they will be able to co-
ordinate the movements of geveral planes in the vicinity of an airport. Providing all
the computers are working correctly nothing can go wrong. If one small program

fails-disaster.
There is a certain inevitability that technology w111 progress and become

increasingly complex. We should, however, ensure that we are still in a position
where we are able to control technology. It will be all too easy to suddenly discover
that technology is controlling us. By then it might be too late. 1 believe that it is
very important to be suspicious of the benefits that computers will bring and to

make sure that we never become totally dependent on a completely technological

world.
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Do you agree or disagree?

Parents should i i ios L0 : : \
uld restrict the using television and computer of the“‘; Some people think that Internet provide human with a lot of valuable

The invention of the television and computer has not only completely altered

employment in the modern world, but has also affected entertainment too.
However, it is generally believed that these means of communication can have a
negative influence on people, particularly children and it has been suggested that
parents should place restrictions on their use.

One reason to regulate children using the new technology concerns their
health. Being in front of a screen can damage their eyesight and also, if they are
sitting for long periods instead of playing in the fresh air, their general health can
be endangered. Another point is that children need to learn to communicate with
other people and not merely be occupied with solitary pastimes. Finally, this
technology sometimes shows subjects that are not appropriate for children and
could harm them emptionally or morslly.

Yet television and computers also have many benefits for children. Firstly,
they are a valuable source of learning about new subjects and the world in general.
Also, without some knowledge of technology, no one in the younger generation will
stand a chance of finding a decent job. Lastly, in cities, life has become increasingly
dangerous and it is no longer safe to allow children to play freely in their
neighborhoods 8o computers and televisions can provide a more secure means of
entertainment within their own homes.

In my opinion, children should be permitted to watch TV or use a computer but
with certain restrictions. They should not watch whatever they want, whenever
they want, but their parents ought to limit the number of hours of viewing and use

special devices to block certain websites which may be harmful.
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information. Other think access to so much information createsf:
problems. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and

examples to support your opinion.

The Internet provides us with a lot of valuable information. This is important
because it keeps us informed about the world today, contributes to children’s
education, and even helps us shop better. It helps improve our lives in many ways.

When we want to know the latest news, we can just go to the Internet and get
it right away. We don’t have to wait for a news program on TV or the radio. We also
don't have to listen to just one source of news. On the Internet we can get news
from different newspapers and different countries. We can get information from
different points of view. This greatly contributes to our understanding of current
events.

When children information for their schoolwork, they can find it on the
Internet. Most schoolchildren these days do their research online. They have access
to more information than they could probably find in their school libraries, any
time a child wants to know something or needs the answer to a question, he can

probably find it online.
When we want to buy something, we can usually get the information we need

for our purchase online. Of course you can order almost anything you want on the
Internet, but this isn’t the most important part. On the Internet it is easy to find
information about the quality of different products and to compare prices. This
really matters if you plan to buy something expensive.

The al;ﬂity to get information from the Internet has improved our lives in

many ways. We can learn more about the news, improve our children’s education,

and become more informed shoppers. The Internet is one of the most important

tools we have in modern society.
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Modern technology is creating a single world culture. This is because it is now
much easier communicate with people who are far away. Satellite TV, modern
transportation, and the Internet have all brought people closer together. People the
world over share the same sources of information and this leads to the creation of a
single world culture

Because TV is broadcast by satellite, TV programs can be received anywhere in
the world. Now people in every part of the world can have access to all the same TV
f)rograms. Everybody knows that TV is one of the biggest cultural influences there

is. When people everywhere see the same news, educational, and entertainment
programs, they move toward the development of a single world culture.

Because modern methods of transportation are fast, a trip to a faraway place
becomes easy. People from all dﬁerent places are together more now than they
ever were before. They can see how people in other countries dress, eat, and spend
their time. People have more exposure to customs from other countries and might
start to adopt some of those customs. This also contributes to the development of a
gingle world culture.

Because of the Internet, people have access to information and news from all
over the world. Th‘ey can communicate easily with people far away and share
sources of information. This can do a lot toward international understanding but it
can also have another result. When peoplel share sources of information on the

Internet, they come more and more under the same cultural influence. They move
toward the creation of a single world culture.
Modern communications technology has brought people from all around the
world closer together. People these days have more and more opportunities to
share ideas and information. In this way they are coming more and more under the

same cultural influence. A single world culture is being created.
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Some people think the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable
information. Others think acecess to so much information  creates

problems. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and}:

examples to support your opinion.

A TR < Rt Termn L e e T

The Internet provides us with a lot of valuable information. This is important
because it keeps us informed ahout the world today, contributes to children’s
education, and even helps us shop better. It helps improve our lives in many ways.

When we want to know the latest news, we can just go to the Internet and get
it right away. We don’t have to wait for a news program o1 TV or the radio. We also
don’t have to listen to just one source of news. On the Internet we can get news
from different newspapers and different countries. We can get information from
different points‘ of view. This greatly contributes to our understanding of current
events. )

When children need information for their schoolwork, they can find it on the
Tnternet. Most schoolchildren these days do their research on-line. They have
access to more information than they could probably find in their school libraries.
and they can get the information more easily. In addition, any time a child wants to
Itnow something or needs the answer to a question, he can probably find it on-line.

~ When we want to buy something, we can usually get the information we need
fér our purchase on-line. Of course you can order almost anything you want on the
Tnternet, but this isn’t the most important part. On the Internet it is easy to find
information about the quality of different products and to compare prices. This
really matters if you plan to buy gomething expensive.

The ability to get information from the Internet has improved our lives in
many ways. We can learn more about the news, improve our children's education,

and become more informed ghoppers. The Internet is one of the most important

tools we have in modern society.
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The 21“‘ century has begun. What changes do you think this new century
will bring? Use examples and details in your answers.

AR RS ST e T R e L S SR

O R U T

The 21" century will bring many changes. Some of these changes have already
begun. Some of the biggest changes of the new century will be in the areas of access
to information, international relations, and family structure.

We have already entered the Information Age. The Internet has made
information available to everyone. As time goes on, more and more people will use
the Internet regularly. It will become a common part of evervday life. We will not
have to go to libraries to do research, travel {o hear an expert speak, or go to a
store to buy a book. All the information we want will be available to us at home on
our computers.

The face of international relations is changing. Countries will have to change
the way they relate to one another because of the global economy. They will have to
cooperate more. Already we have the European Economic Union. In the new
century, countries will continue to form new alliances because of the global economy.

Family structure will also change. The traditional mother/father/children
family will no longer be the only type. There will be more single parent families
and more families with adopted children. There will also be more couples who have
few children or none at all.

Whatever the changes may be, whether in the way we receive information, the
way nations cooperate with one another, or the way families are defined, you can

be sure that there will be more change. Change is & constant.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? With the help of§

technology, students nowadays can learn more information and learn it}

Technology has greatly improved the way we get information. Students can

now get more information, get it more quickly, and get it more conveniently.
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more quickly. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer

An amazing amount of information is available through the Internet. It has
made every major library and database available to students around the world.
You can get information about events in the past as well as about events that
unfold as you watch your computer monitor.

Information comes through the Internet instantly. You can type a few words in
your search engine, and in a matter of seconds the engine will search the entire
World Wide Web to find information on that topic. You don’t have to spend hours
going through card catalogues in the library and looking at the shelves.

1t is certainly convenient to sit at home and do research on the Internet with

your computer. Your computer is open 24 hours a day, unlike a library or office.

You can do research in your pajamas while you eat breakfast. What could be more

convenient?
Technology, especially the Internet, has changed the quantity and quality of

the information we get. The speed and convenience of a computer helps students

learn more and learn it more quickly.

{Some people think that the automobile has improved modern life. Others
think that the automobile has caused serious problems. What is your :

opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

There is no question that the automobile has improved modern life. It has

opened up job opportumtles to people, it has allowed families to stay connected,

and it has given people the chance to travel to new places. The automobile is one of

the best modern inventions.
With an automobile, a person has more choices of places to work. He can work

near his home or farther away. He can even take a job in another city without

having to go there to live. Without an automobile, a person can work only near his

home or near a bus stop. His choices are much more limited.
With an automobile, it is much easier for a person to visit his family. Families
these days often become separated. When children grow up, they find jobs in other

cities. If they have cars, it is easy for them to visit their parents and other relatives
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whenever they want to. Without an automobile, they have to spend time and
money taking a bus or train. It is not easy to visit their relatives as often.

With an automobile, a person can explore new places. He can just get in the car
and drive wherever he wants to go, whenever he wants to. He has the opportunity
to see new places and new people. He learns more about the world. Without an
automobile, a person can go only where the bus, train, or plane takes him. It is not
very convenient,.

The automobile has greatly improved modern life, It has opened up new worlds

and new opportunities to people. It has made many things possible. Where would
we be without it? !

Some people say that computers have made life easier and morei
convenient. Other people say that computers have made life more
complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and |
examples to support your answer.

Almost everything these days is done with the help of a computer. Computers

make communication much more convenient. They make many tasks of daily life
easier. They help many people do their jobs better. Overall, computers have made
life easier and more convenient for everybody.

Through the Internet, computers make communication much more convenient.
E-mail makes it possible to communicate with people instantly at any time of day.
This is important for both our work and our personal lives. The Internet malkes it
possible to find out the latest news right away — even if it is news that happens
someplace far away. The Internet makes it possible to get almost any kind of

_information from anypiace quickly, right in your own home or office.

Although we may not realize it, computers make many daily tasks easier.

Checkout lines at stores move faster because a computer scans the prices. The

bank manages your account more easily because of computers. The weatherman
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reports the weather more acqurately with the help of computers. A computer ‘is
involved in almost everything we do, or that is done for us.
i Most people these days do their jobs with the help of a con}puter. Architects
use computer programs to help them design buildings. Teachers use computers to
write their lessons and get information for their classes. Pilots use computers to
help them fly planes. With the help of computers, people can do complicated jobs
more easily.

We are living in the computer age. We can now do more things and do them
more easily than we could before. Our personal and professional lives have

improved because of computers.

- !

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Technology has
made the world a better place to live. Use specific reasons and examples}

to support your statement.

Technology has made our lives better in many ways, but it has also made them
more complicated. Technology is often expensive to buy and run, it can be difficult
to use, and it often isn't easy to repair.

Technology isn't cheap. The more technology we depend on in our daily lives,
the more money we have to spend. Everybody wants a modern TV, a digital
camera, a DVD player, etc. Tiven though these things might be considered luxuries,
people want them. In addition, some technology is more than -2 luxury. For
example, teachers nowadays expect their students to have computers at home for
their schoolwork. Parents have to buy the latest computers so their children can
keep up with their classmatés. This can be a real hardship for some families.

Technology isn't always easy to use. In fact, it is getting more and more
complicated. The computers of today do many more things than the computers of

even just five or ten years ago. That means a lot more things that computer users
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have to learn how to do. Even a simple thing like using a VCR to record a movie
takes some practice and learning.

Technology isn't easy to repair, If the average person has a problem with his
computer or DVD player, he probably doesn’t know how to fix it himself, He'll have
to spend time and money taking it to a place to get fixed. In the past, a lot of people
enjoyed doing routine maintenance work on their cars. Modern t;,echnblogy has
made foday’s cars more complicated. It is harder to learn how to repair and
maintain them.

People think modern technology has made our lives easier. In a way this is
true, but in other ways it has made our lives much less convenient. Modern

technology costs us money and time and can add complications to our lives

!Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Telephone and e-|;

m :
ail have made communications between people less personal. Use!

specxﬁc reasons and examples to support your opinion.

TS SN
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Some people think that telephons and e-mail have made communication
between people less personal, but I disagree. If anything, they have made
communication more personal. This is because these types of communication are
vasy, informal, and inexpensive.

It is easy to cqmmunit:ate with someone by phone or e-mail. You just pick up
the phone or turn on the computer, and that’s it. E-mail is especially easy because
you can send your message at any time. If the receiver isn’t available when you
send the message, it doesn’t matter. The message will be there when she’s ready to
answer. Because this sort of communication is so easy, people communicate more
frequently. This brings them closer together, so it becomes a more personal form of
communication.

Communication by phone or by e-mail is informal. On the phone you converse

wit i i i
h someone as informally as you do in person. When you write e-mail messages
2
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you usually use less formal styles of writing. Traditional letters, on the other hand,
have formal conventions that the writer must follow. Even fnendly letters have
certain rules to follow. Communication that is informal is more personal than
formal communication.

Telephones and e-mail are inexpensive to use. Nowadays even long distance
phone calls are cheap, and local ones are free. E-mail costs nothing if you already
own a computer. Letters are cheap, but seeing someone in person isn't always.
Even if the person lives nearby, it still costs something for the bus or gasocline to go
meet them somewhere, and it takes time, too. Since e-mail and telephone are
cheap, people communicate more frequently and, therefore, more personally.

Some people think you have to meet face to face in order to have personal

communication, but this isn’t so. Telephones and e-mail make frequent

communication convenient. They help maintain personal relationships.

What discovery in the last 160 years has been most beneficial for people|:

in your country? Use specxﬁc reasons and. examples to support your choice.

AEERITOr Al
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A discovery that has been beneficial to people in my country and everywhere is
lectricity has made the development of modern technology

possible. Without electricity we -wouldn't even have electric light. Almost

everything about modern life depends on electricity.
Electricity has made modern communications technology possible. Telephones,

the use of electricity. E

and radio all depend on electricity. Because we have these things, we
ss associates instantly. We can hear the
follow the newest developments

pletely different now

television,
can communicate with friends and busine

latest news almost as soon as it happens. We can

in music. Both our personal and professional lives are com

~ from what they were 100 years ago.

If we didn’t have electricity, we wouldn't have computers. We use computers in

almost every aspect of our lives, We use them to get information in school. We use
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them to make our jobs easier. Computers help people fly airplanes and design
buildings. We couldn’t do many of the things we do today without computers. And
we wouldn’t use computers without electricity.

Because of electricity, it is easier to light up buildings and streets at night.
This seems so simple that sometimes we forget it. Before electricity, people used
candles. It was hard to read at night, to go anywhere, or to do any work. Now we
can live our lives as fully at night as we do during the day. We can work or play at
any hour we choose. It really is an amazing thing.

Electricity has made many things possible in modern life. We wouldn’t have

any modern technology without it. It is the most important discovery of the modern

world.

details to support your answer.

Developing computer technology is important for the development of the
~ country as a whole. However, we have some basic needs and issues in our country
that are even more important than technology. Our children need to get a good
education. Our transportation system needs to be improved. We need to develop
new sources of energy. We need to work on these issues before we put a lot of
money into computers. ' '

QOur children need to get a good education. We need to make sure that every
child in the country has the opportunity to learn to read and write. In addition,
they all need to learn skills for the modern world. They need to learn how to use

computers. It costs money to buy computers for schools. and train teachers to use

136

possible on developing or buying computer technology. Other people
disagree and think that this money should be spent on more basic needs.

Which one of these opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and

them. If children don’t learn basic computer skills in school, whb will be able to use
modern computer technology?

We need to improve our transportt;tion system. In big cities, the roads are very
crowded and it is hard to get around. It takes a long time for people just to get to
work every day. We need to spend money developing a good public transportation
system. We need to get cars off the road and have more buses and trains. Computer
technology helps people at work, If it is difficult for people just to get to work,
computer technology won't help them much.

We need to develop new sources of energy. Our current methods of generating

energy cause a lot of pollution. We need to develop the use of solar energy and

_ other nonpolluting energy technology. Energy research and development costs a lot

of money, but it is necessary. If we don’t have clean; cheap sources of energy, vs:'hat

will we use to run our computers?

Computer technology is important. However, we can’t take advantage of it if
we don’t solve some problems first. We need well-educated children, good public

transportation, and clean sources of energy before we can spend money on

computers.
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[Currently there is a trend towards the use of alternative forms of’f

medicine. However, at best these methods are ineffective, and at worst

they may be dangerous.

“«Prevention is better than cure” :
Out of a country’s health budget, a large proportion should be diveried [

from treatment to spending on bealth education and preventativei

measures.
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

‘To what extent do you agree with this statement?

Alternative medicine is not new. It is accepted that it pre-dates conventional
‘medicine and it is still used by many people all over the world. I am unconvinced
that it is dangerous, and feel that both alternative and conventional medicine can
be useful.

The conventional medical community is often dismissive of alternatives, as
there is little scientific evidence to support the claims of their supporters. However,
it is widely accepted that they can be effective. Furthermore, people often try such
treatment because of recommendations from friends, and therefore come to the
therapist with a very positive attitude, which may be part of the reason for the
cure. Moreover, these therapies are usually only useful for long-term, chronic
conditions. Acute medical problems, such as accidental injury, often require more
conventional methods.

On the other hand, despite the lack of scientific proof, there is a lot of anecdotal
evidence to suggest that these therapies work. In addition, far from being
dangerous, they often have few or no side effects, so the worst outcome would be no
change. One of the strongest arguments for the effectiveness of alternative
therapies in the West is that, whilst conventional medicine is available without
charge, many people are prepared to pay considerable sums for alternatives. If they
were totally unhelpful, it would be surprising if this continued. Finally, looking at a
problem from a different perspective must be beneficial.

I strongly believe that conventional medicine and alternative therapies can
and should coexist. They have different strengths, and can both be used effectively
to target particular medical problems. The best situation would be for alternative

therapies to be used to support and complement conventional medicine.
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Of course it goes without saying that prevention is better than cure. That is
why in recent years there has been growing body of opinion in favor of putting
more resources into health education and preventative measures. The argument is
that lgnorance, of examples, basic hygiene or the dangers of an unhealthy diet or
lifestyle needs to be combated by special nationwide publicity campaigns as well as
longer term education.

Obviously, there is a strong human argument for catching any medical
condition as early as possible. There is also an economic argument for doing so.
Statistics demonstrate the cost effectiveness of treating a condition in the early
stages, rather than delaying until more expensive and prolanged treatment is
necessary. Then there are social or economic costs, perhaps in term of loss of
.earnings for the family concerned or unemployed benefit paid by the state.

So far so good, but the difficulties start when we try to define what the
proportion of the budget should be particularly if the funds will be diverted from

treatment. Decisions on exactly how much of the total budget should be spent in

this way are not a matter for the non-gpecialist, but should be made on the basis of
an acceptable health service model.
This is the point at which real problems occur.

How do we accurately measure which health education campaign are effective
in both medical and financial terms? A very rigorous process of evaluation is called

for, so that we can make informed decisions.
Comment: This is very good model essay.

Possible: Band 8 score (IELTS)
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budgets on expensive medical technology and procedures. This money.
should be spent instead on health education to keep people well. To what‘

extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

RS B ¥ 2 S N R T TTOETT
By PR 0 S Z e R

Almost daily there are reports of new advances in medicine. In the developed
world certainly, the prognosis for many medical problems is more optimistic toga
than ten years ago and continues to improve. But these developments in healtli
care' are very expensive, and, it is questionable whether countries can afford to
continue to increase spending on health. Many believe that it would be better to
spend more preventing people from becoming unwell in the first place, and reduce
the amount spent on curing ill health. ’

Z.\s many modern diseases are a consequence of our lifestyles, one way of
making savings to the health budget would be to educate people about how to
prevent expensive health problems such as diabetes or heart disease. Most medical
doctors today do not have the time to (nor are they paid to) teach patients how to
make these changes to their lifestyle through diet or exercise.

It is understandable that when people are sick they want the best medical
treatment possible, with access to the latest diagnostic equipment, expensive MRI
scanners, for example. If the problem is life threatening then we demand complex
operations -such as open-heart surgery or organ transplants. Such procedures
usually require intensive nursing care and lengthy periods of hospitalisation

which are costly. ’

Thus it can be seen that this is not a straight forward issue and depends to
some extent on one's situation. While the ‘health dollar’ is limited, however, it
would seem rational to direct more resources towards the prevention of ill heal)th
In this way fewer people would become ill from these preventable lifestyle diseases:

In the long term this should save the country money and increase the well-being of
the population.

Comment: This is very good model essay.
Possible: Band 9 score (IELTS).
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Write an essay expressing your point of view on the following topic:

People’s access to good health-care should not depend on social factors d

such as their level of income or social status. I:

All people should have access to adequate health care. It is difficult to argue
against.this proposition. In theory most people would agree with it. But it practice
it is more difficult to find countries where it is actually true.

Health care systems, such as in the United States, where a large proportion of
the population cannot afford health insurance, are most undesirable in social
terms. People are not cared for properly if they guffer a serious accident or become
seriously ill. Yet in the same country the very best in medical services are available
to those with the capacity to pay. Are we at the point where we accept that the life
of a rich person is worth more than that of a poor person?

Governments have a responsibility to provide basic health services to all the

population. However, governments always have limited resources, and they have a
responsibility to use these in an efficient and effective manneri For example, it is
difficult to justify governments spending -money on expensive medical procedures
such as cancer research, if this diverts resources away from the primary objective
of equal access to health care for all. The argument then turns on what kind of

health care system should be supported by governments.
Preventive health care is one area where government needs to take the lead.

Money spent on preventing ‘disease at a later time. Publie health programs to

eradicate diseases such as typhoid and smallpox are a good example where the
benefits flow on to all people, regardless of income or social status. More recently,
government sponsored fluoridation programs have played a major part in reducing
the incidence of tooth decay, with significant improvements in general health and

enormous savings in dental bills for ordinary people.

Comment: This is very good model essay.

Possible: Band score (ELTS).
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hgalth? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

People do many different things to stay healthy. What do you do for good [

TR TR T IR e e
" e
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Our health is the only thing we really have in the world. You can take away
our money, our house, or our clothes, and we can survive. Take away our health
and we will die. That is wh i

. y I eat healthfully, exercise re
. . ’ arl ’
social life. Fuiesty snd keep wp my
. Eating healthfully is important to maintain health. I try to avoid foods high in
at such as french fries or cookies. I also rarely eat meat. I eat a lot of fruits and
vegetables because they are full of vitamins. I try to cook foods properly so that
they don't lose their nutrients. v :
xercise is another part of staying healthy. I either walk or ride my bike
everyday. A few days a week I wark out at the gym, and on weekends I usually play
tenmis wi . . .
‘enms with my friends. I enjoy exercise so it is fun anc easy for me to do it. It helps
keep me strong and it is good for my heart, too. . ’
dFrzends are an important part of one's health. Friends help keep you happy
:: iel{) you deal with stress. Studies have shown that emotional health is related
physical health. Spending time with my friends helps keep me emotionall
healthy. o
B . ..
y eating healthfully, exercising regularly, and spending time with my friends

I .
r.:an keep both my mind and body healthy. Fortunately, I like to do all these
things so I am a very healthy person.

I:l.ould parents be obliged to immunize their children against common |
j: ildhood diseases? Or do individuals have the right to choose not t
immunize their children? ’

NPT ST

. Some people argue that the state does not have the right to make parents
immuni i i
unize their children. However, I feel the question is not whether they should

1mmunize but whether, as members of society, they have the right not to
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Preventative medicine has proved to be the most effective way of reducing the
incidence of fatal childhood diseases. As a result of the widespread practice of
immunizing young children in our society, many lives have been saved and the
diseases have been reduced to almost zero. '

In previous centuries children died from ordinary illnesses such as influenza
and tuberculosis and because few people had jmmunity, the diseases spread easily.
Diseases such as dysentery were the result of poor hygiene but these have long
been eradicated since the arrival of good sanitation and clean water. Nobody would

suggest that we should reverse this good practice now because dysentery has been

wiped out.

Serious deseases such as polio and smallpox have also been eradicated through

national immunization programs. In consequence, children not immunized are far

less at risk in this’ deseases-free society than they would otherwise be. Parents
choosing not to immunize are relying on the fact that the diseases have already
been eradicated. If the number of parents choosing not to immunize increased,
there would be a similar increase in the risk of the diseases returning.
Immunization is not an issue like seatbelts which affects only the individual. A
decision not to immunize will have widespread repercussions for the whole of
society and for this reason, I do not believe that individuals have the right to stand

aside. In my opinion immunization should be obligatory.

Comment: This is very good model essay.
Possible: Band 9 score (IELTS).
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Culture and tradition

When a country develops its technology, the traditional skills and ways|.

of life die out. It is pointless to try and keep them alive.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

Schools and parents often require their pupils to wear school uniforms.
The pupils, however, usually dislike this. There are acceptable}:
arguments both for and against the wearing of school uniforms.

Explain some of the arguments both for and against the wearing of|

school uniforms and state what is your opinion on the subject.

. Overall, I disagree with the opinion expressed. I would like to begin by
pointing out that “traditional skills and way of life” are not automatically of one
country, but of a culture or community.

' In many ways, the history of civilization is the history of technology: from the
discovery of fire to the invention of the wheel to the development of the Internet
we have been moving in from previous ways of doing things. Some technclogies’
such as weapons of mass destruction, are of negative impact. Other, such as;
medical advances, positively help people to live better or longer, and so very much
help traditional ways of life. Surely, few people would seek to preserve such
traditions as living in caves!

Interestingly, technology can positively contribute to the keeping alive of
traditional skills and ways of like. For example, the populations of some islands are
too small to have normal schools. Rather than breaking up families by sending
children to the mainland, education authorities have been able to use the Internet
to deliver schooling online. In addition, the Internet, and modern refrigeration
techniques, are being used to keep alive the traditional skills of producing salmon:
it can now be ordered from, and delivered to, anywhere in the world. V

In conclusion, without suggesting that all technology is necessarily good, I
think it is by no means ‘pointless’, in any way, to try to keep traditions alive wi’th
technoloty. We should not ignore technology, because it can be our friend and
support our way of life,
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Schools have been with us for many hundreds of years but the school uniform
debate is a more recent phenomenon. It probably dates from the development of
universal education towards the end of the last century. State school without
uniformed was have contrasted noticeably with the uniformed public schools.
Uniforms must have been adopted initially where ambitious state schools ought to
demonstrate, through colored caps, and blazers, that they were as good as the elite
public schools.

By the middle of this century, school uniforms became universal in British
school and there were many good reasons why they were reatained. They gave a
sense of intensity to the school. The school is a small society m its own right and
one of the tasks of school was to fit their pupils for society in 1ts own right and one
of the tasks of school was to fit their pupils for society. A uniform is a clear outward
manifestation of belonging. There were other benefits too. Where pupils were
drawn from a wide cross-section of society a uniform could disguise these
differences and paper over divisions within a school. It was a form of social
equalization as well as control. At a time when truancy was more closely
monitored, a uniform made pupils out of school at the wrong time much easier to
identify:

What ever the advantages of uniforms, they also had their drawbacks. They
were often expensive and something that was intended to be socially integrative
could be divisive. They were often unattractive and old-fashioned and could be
impractical: During the 1960's it was also felt that uniforms did not fit with the

then fashionable ideas on education. This was a time of individuality and self-
expression and it began to be ‘thought that education should enable pupils to

express and fulfils their own individuality. Wearing a uniform created the opposite

effect.
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To my mind school uniforms should be retained in all circumstances.

They can be modernized and changed according to circumstances but a uniform
fulfils one critical aspect of education. It signals to pupils that it is théir job to fit
into society and not the other way around. If pupils learn nothing else at school

then their time will not have been totally wasted.

The twentieth century saw great change. In your opinion, what is one

change that should be remembered about the twentieth century? Use|

lspeciﬁc reasons and details to explain your choice.

e TR T T T T TS TR R T e

There were many important changes, both technological and eultural, during
the twentieth century. In my opinion, the most important of these is the advances
that were made in medical science. The development of vaccines and antibiotics,
increased access to health care, and improvements in surgical techniques are all
thiqgs that improved, and saved, the lives of people all around the world.

Vaccines and antibiotics have saved the lives of many people. Fifty years ago,
many people became crippled or died from polio. Now the polio vaccine is available
everywhere. In the past, people could die from even simple infections. Now
penicillin and other antibiotics make it easy to cure infections.

Increased access to health care has also improved the lives of millions of
people. In the past, many people lived far from hospitals or clinics. Now hospitals,
clinics, and health centers have been built in many parts of the world. More people
have the opportunity to visit a doctor or nurse before they become very sick. They
can be treated more easily. They are sick less and this leads to a better quality of life.

Improved surgical techniques make it easier to treat many medical problerus.
Microscopic and laser surgery techniques are more efficient than older methods. It
is easier for the doctor to perform them, and easier for the patient to recover.
Surgery patients can return to their normal life more quickly now than they could
in the past.

Everybody needs good health in order to have a good quality of life. Advances
in medical science have improved the lives of people all around the world. They are

improvements that are important to everyone.
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lidays honor people or events. If you could create a new holiday, what|
person or event would it honor and how would you want people to-;'f

celebrate it? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

RESTT FEEIRLE SR R & AT L e

October 24 is United Nations Day. This day is noted on calendars, but it is not
generally observed as a holiday around the world. I want the entire world tc
celebrate the birth of the United Nations because of its attempts to promote peace
and provide basic needs to people everywhere. United Nations Day should be a day
to learn about the UN and about our neighbors around the world.

The most important mission of the UN is to promote peace. The sooner we can
stop war, the sooner we can all have better lives. We need to appreciate and
support the UN’s efforts to create a more peaceful world.

The UN has done a lot of work to provide basic needs to people around the
world, it has health programs and education programs. It provides assistance to
refugees. The UN has done a lot to improve the lives of people everywhere. This
work should be honored.

On United Nations Day, people should spend time learning about the work of
the UN. School, universities, and community organizations can have workshops
and fairs that provide information about the UN. The celebration should also have
music from different countries. Learning about other countries is a first step
toward world peace.

The United Nations has done a lot of work to promote world peace and provide
basic human need. This work is important to all of us. It needs fo be recognized,

sup-ported, and celebrated.
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Every country has its own customs and traditions. They are manifested clearly

in anniversaries, ceremonies and especially on New Year’s Days.
In VietNam every year towards the 15% day of the 12" lunar month, everybody
begins to chip the apricot trees off their leave the water melons are seen to be sold
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everywhere t_hen one is ready to welcome New Year with all his merriment and joy.
They all have their houses whitewashed and decorated, but new clothes for their
children and get everything ready for Tet. |

On the 23" of the 12 lunar month those who worship Buddha offer ceremony
to the Kitchen God to send him off to Heaven.

The nearer New Year comes the more excited and enthusiastic people are. This
is the unique occasion for everybody in the family to gather together to welcome
New Year after a hard and long Year's work.

Al 12 o'clock sharp on the 30% of the 12" lunar month the New Year actually
replaces the Old One. All houses are well-lighted. At that very moment, everybody.
well-dressed, rushes out into the streets to visit temples, pagodas or to go to
churches. They all pray for a Prosperous and Happy New Year.

Describe a custom from your country that you would like people in oi;hel't
countries to adopt. Explain your choice using specific reasons and
examples,

In my country, many people in the towns still follow an old custom that people
in the cities no longer practice. This is the custom of taking a big break at noon. In
the towns, all stores and businesses close from noon until 2:00 P.M. This not only
gives people a needed rest in the middle of the day, it also allows them time with
their families and contributes to a slower pace of life.

In the towns, all workers get a éood rest in the middle of the day. They go
home, enjoy a nice meal, take a nap, and then they return to work for the rest of
the afternoon. They have energy and enthusiasm for the rest of the day's work.
Their afterncons can be as productive as their mornings. Without this rest, they
might be tired all afternoon and not get much work done.

In the towns, most families eat their noon meal together. They have time to
enjoy their food, talk about their morning activities with each other, and just be
together. Tt is good for families to have this time together. Parents hear about their

children’s activities. Husbands and wives learn about each other’s daily concerns.
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Without this opportunity, families might not be together until evening. They are
usually tired then and just want to rest.

In the towns, there is a slower pace of life. Nobody can go any business at
lunchtime. They have to wait until the afterncon. Because of this, people don’t
expect things to be done in a hurry. They have more patience. If something doesn’t
get done today, it doesn't matter. This is a much healthier way to live.

A big rest at noon contributes to a better quality of life. In the fowns, people
don't worry about getting a lot of work done fast. They are more interested in
spending time with their farrﬁlies and enjoying their lives. think that in the long
run this actually improves work. In any case, it is a better way to live. 1 think

everyone everywhere should follow the custom of taking a big break at noon.

{When people move to another country, some of them decide to follow thel:

licustoms of the new country. Others prefer to keep their own customs.

Compare these two choices. Which one do you prefer? Support your|

answer with specific details.
pCER T TTER T S

When you move to another country, you have to change some of your customs
of daily living. For example, you will have to make some changes in your language,
your food, and your work habits. It is also important, however, to maintain some of
your old customs because they are part of your identity.

' The mosf; important thing to do in a new country is learn the language. Daily
life will be very difficult without it. You will need the language to find things in
stores, to understand TV programs, to go to school, and for many other things. You
don't have to stop speaking your own language, though. You can continue to speak
st with family and friends. You need your language to maintain your connect’ion
with your own country and origins. -

It is a good idea to learx; 10 eat the food in a new country. It will make your life
easier. You can't always find stores and restaurants that sell your country’s food.
Eating the new country’s food also helps you get to know something about the

country and the people. If you shop and eat only in places that sell your country’s
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food, you will get to know only people from your country. You should also eat your
co - - -

untry’s food sometimes. You will probably prefer it on holidays, for example, It is
also a good thing to share with new friends from your new country

When you get a job, it is important to learn your new country's work habits. If

f;he custom in the country is to arrive at work on time, you must do it. If the custom
18 to be friendly with clients, invite them to restaurants, and so on, then you must
do that. You will not be successful in your job if you don't adapt to the work habits
You might also have some useful customs from your own culture. Maybe you have.
more efficient methods of organizing work. Share your ideas with your coworkers
They might appreciate it. - .
If you want to be successful in & new country, you have to adapt to its customs
You also need to maintain some of your own customs because they are part of whr;
you are. The important thing is to find & good balance between the twao.

Would you prefer to live in a traditional house or in a more modern|.

apartment building? Use specific reasons and details to support your:‘j
choice.

R N R PR T
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' A modern apartment building is the best kind of place to live. Everything in it
is new, everything works, and it is much easier to maintain than a traditional house
In a modern apartment building everything is new and in good condition-
There aren't holes in the walls or in the roof. The floors are clean and‘the paint is'
fresh. The kitchen appliances are modern and convenient. The lighting fixtures are
modern so they give good light, and the electrical outlets are all in the right place
It i8 a comfortable way to live. .
Since everything in a modern apartment is new, you can be sure it all works
Y.ou can rely on the heating system to keep you warm in the winter. You know the.
air conditioning will work all summer, even on the hottest days. You don't have to
frantically call a repair company because your dishwasher breaks down on the day

you plan a big party. You can count on all the modern systems and appliances to
work whenever you need them.
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A modern apartment is much easier fo maintain than a traditional house.:A
house has grass that needs to be cut and a basement that needs to be cleaned and a
furnace that needs to be maintained, In an apartment, you have none of these
worries. You just have to do.your housecleaning. Even that is easier, because an
apartment is usually smaller than a house.

It is much easier and more comfortable to live in 2 modern apartment. I don’t

krow why anybody would want to live in traditional house.

Some people enjoy change and they look forward to mew experiences.
! Others like their lives to stay the same, and they do not change theirjﬁ
usual habits. Compare these two approaches to life. Which approach do

you prefer? Why?

1t is true that some people prefer things to stay the same while others prefer

change. My preference is to establish a routine-and follow it, although this bas not

always been true of me. My circumstances have changed since I'was young.

When I was younger, I enjoyed change. During school vacations I was free from
responsibility. I would travel, go away with friends at a moment’s notice, and make
decisions from day to day. In this way, I could have lots of new experiences, meet
new and interesting people, and learn a lot about life.

These days, I enjoy following a routine. It makes my life easier because I am
the mother of two small: children.. Their lives are happier if don’t upset their
schedules too much. For, exzimple, we give the children a bath every night at 8:00,
put them in their pajamas, read them stories, and put them to bed by 9.00. It is not
always convenient to do this, but everyone in the family is happier when we follow
our routine. In addition, our friends know when we are free, which makes visiting
easier. :

In conclusion, my preferences have changed with the circumstances of my life.
Now, my family’s needs force me to have a routine. The stability of a household
routine is better for me now, even though I preferred the excitement and adventure

of change when I was young. I think the people you spend your time with often

dictate your lifestyle.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People behave
differently when they wear different clothes. Do you agree that different|

clothes influence the way people behave? Use specific examples to

person or event would it honor and how would you want people tof
celebrate it? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

support your answer.

People behave differently depending on what they are wearing. The reason is
not because they have changed, but because people’s reactions to them have
changed. Strangers react to your appearance because it is all they know about you.
A friend may be influenced by your dress also, if it is inappropriate for a situation.
In addition, appearance is almost always important work.

Strangers can judge you only by the clothes you wear. Once I was wearing an
old army coat. I went into a fancy shop to buy some chocolates. The woman saw my
coat and was very suspicious of me. Because of the woman's negative reaction to
me, I acted more politely than usual. The woman reacted to my clothes and that
made me because differently.

With friends clothes are less important because friends know more about you.
However, friends can also react to you because of your clothes. Imagine you arrive
at a friend’s party. Everyone is wearing formal clothes and you are wearing casual
clothes. You might have a good reason for this mistake, but your friend will still be
disappointed. You will probably feel uncomfortable all evening because you
disappointed your friend and because you are dressed differently from everyone else.

Certain clothes are appropriate for certain jobs. For example, business clothes
are appropriate for some jobs; uniforms are appropriate for others. If ydu are not
dressed appropriately for your job, clients and coworkers take you less seriously.
You might begin to take yourself less seriously also, and your work could suffer. On
the other hand, if you are wearing the right clothes, people will have confidence
that you are the right person for the job, and you will feel this way, too.

Clothes don’t change you into a different person, but they can make you behave
differently. If you are dressed inappropriately for a situation, people will react to
you in a different way. This reaction can, in turn, change your behavior. If you
want good reactions from people, make sure to dress appropriately for every

situation.

152

October 24 is United Nations Day. This day is noted on calendars, but it is not
generally ohserved as a holiday around the world. I want the entire world to
celebrate the birth of the United Nations because of its attempts to promote peace
and provide basic needs to people everywhere. United Nations Day should be a day
to learn about the UN -and about our neighbors around the world.

The most important mission of the UN is to promote peace. The sooner we can
stop war, the sooner we can all have better lives. We need to appreciate and
support the UN's efforts to create a more peaceful world.

The UN has done a lot of work to provide basic needs to people around the
world. It has health programs and education programs. It provides assistance to
refugees. The UN has done 2 lot to improve the lives of people everywhere. This
work should be honored. , )

On United Nations Day, people should spend time learningﬁabout the work of
the UN. Schools, universities, and community organizations can have workshops
and fairs that provide information about the UN. The celebration should also
include celebrating different cultures around the world. There could be food,
games, and music from different countries. learning about other countries is a first
step toward world peace. .

The United Nations has done a lot of work to promote world peace and provide
basic human needs. This work is important to all of us. It needs to be recognized,

supported, and celebrated.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Dancing plays an i
important role in a culture. Use specific reaons and examples to support

your answer.

1 agree that dancing plays an important role in a culture. It keeps us connected

with our traditions, it brings people together, and it helps people release energy.
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Folk dances keep us connected with our traditions. Folk dances were developed
hundreds of years ago. People used to dance together to celebrate important events,
such as harvests or weddings. When we dance folk dances now, we are connected to
our ancestors. We do the same dances they did and remember the things that were
important to them.

Dancing brings people together. When we dance at an event such as a birthday
or graduation party, we celebrate a happy occasion together. We might go out
dancing with our friends on weekends. Then we celebrate being together and
enjoying life. Dancing is a way of enjoying good times together.

When we dance we release energy. We work hard all week at school or at our
jobs. At the end of the week, we feel stress. We need a change of activity and a way
to relax. Dancing is a good way to do this. When we dance, we can release all our
extra energy, and any frustrations or anger we might feel. We relax and have fun.
Then we can feel ready start a new week of work and school.

Dancing keeps us connected to our traditions and to each other. It helps, us
release energy so we can perform our responsibilities at work and school. These are

important roles that dancing plays in our culture.
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Pets

Many people believe that .zoos are unnecessary, harmful and even cruel. If
properly managed, however; I feel that zoos have a lot of value. They are
educational, con(;ribute to. scientific research, and generate interest in
environmental concerns.

Zo00s can be wonderfully educational places. They provide opportunities to see
animals up close. Zoo visitors can learn how animals eat, how they bathe, how they
play and fight. They can-learn about the different kinds of environments animals
Yive in. They can discover new kinds of animals that they hadn’t heard of before. A
zo0 is the best place to learn about animal life.

Zoos provide scienists with many opportunities for research. Research is safer
and easier to conduct at & zoo than in the wild. Researchers have better access to
an%mals and can set up controlled experiments. They are also in a safer situation.

Zoos can get people interested in environmental concerns. When people have
the opportunity to see animals up close at a 200, they become more interested in
them. When they learn about how animals live, they can understand how animals
become endangered. They are more likely to be concerned about protecting animals
and their environments. '

Zoos should provide animals with safe, clean, and comfortable homes. It is

expensive to run a zoo properly, but it is worth it for the educational and research

opportunities they provide.
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community as a whole.

Dogs and cats can be wonderful companions but there are also a number of

problems associated with pet ownership, both for the animals and for the community. '

In the best situations pets are fed, cared for and loved as part of a family. It is
easy to see how much attention is given to pets, by the range of products available
in the pet section of supermarkets. In return, eats and dogs contribute to the well
being of the community in many ways. Dogs are useful for protection and serve as
guides for the disabled. People with pets are not only happier and healthier, but
may even live longer. Thus the animals benefit individuals and the community as
well.

There are, however, also negative aspects for the pets and for the community.
The freedoms of both dogs and cats are increasingly restricted. In Australia there is
community pressure to force owners to keep cats inside at night to protect native
birds and animals. Dogs can no longer run free in parks and at the beach but must
be kept on leashes. These restrictions have been imposed by the community to
protect the public. In addition pet owners are required to clean up after their dogs.
Parks and beaches often provide plastic bags for this purpose. The community also
has to pick up the costs of dogs and cats that have been abandoned by irresponsible
OWners.

So the relationship between pets and the community is a complex one. More
and more the community is intervening to force pet owners to restrict the activities
and freedom of their pets. Still, responsible owners, prepared to give adequate time

and attention to their cats and dogs, ecan give them a good and happy life.
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Many people keep dogs and cats as companions. Discuss the advantages
and disadvantages of pet ownership for the animals involved and for the|

Too uch attention is paid to and too much money is spent on keeping »
pets, while people throughout the world are starving. ,

Discuss the arguments for and against keeping pets.

‘To what extent do you agree?

T T

Other people feel that keeping animals at home as pets is beneficial. They c.an
help children and adults relate to animals and nature more. If children bond with

animals early in life, they are more Kikely to treat them better when they become

adults. My father, for example, was an only child, but in his early years he grew
cats and birds as his companions. When he became and adult, he

up with dogs,
: So having animals around can be

became a trainer for guide dogs for the blind.
beneficial to both humans and animals. . .
Moreover, pets can act as companions for people who would otherwise be living

alone, and not just the elderly. There are at least two additional benefits here. Dogs

which is beneficial for the health of the owner. Also, while out
ple, thus decreasing jsolation and

need lots of exercise,

walking there is the opportunity to meet peo

loneliness. . e
1 do agree with the arguments put forward by the first group of people

i ople.
certain extent. However, 1 personally agree more with the second group of peop
tact with nature and

The world might be a better place if more away from direct con
j i i een
gee animals as a source of food or enjoyment, pets can provide a link betw

humans and nature.

t s the most important animal in your country? Why is this animal

ific details to explain your answer.

important? Use reasons and spec

The most important animal in my country is the dog. Almost everybody 1n my

country has, or has had, a dog in his or her life. Dogs provide us with

companionship, assistance, and protection. Most people like having dogs around.

157



The biggest reason people have dogs is for companionship. Dogs are
companions for people who live alone. They are also good company for people who
like to walle or go hunting. They are playmates of children. Dogs make good
companions because they like being with people.

Dogs also provide some very important assistance. Seeing eye dogs help blind
people live independent lives. Sheep dogs and other types of herding dogs help
farmers guard their animals. Police dogs are trained to find illegal drugs. Dogs
intelligence and desire to please people make them ideal for all kinds of work.

Dogs protect people from danger. Dogs have been able to find lost chiidren.
Dogs have alerted people to fires and other dangers. And we cannot forget guard
dogs, which protect people and their property from burglars.

Dogs provide companionship to many people. They also assist and protect
people. Most people in my country love dogs and appreciate the ways in which they

can help us, This is why I think the dog is the most important animal in my
country.

Many people have a close relationship with their pets. These people treat
their birds, cats or other animals as members of their family. In your ‘
opinion, are such relationships good? Why or why not? Use specific
reasons and examples to support your answer.

R o B R R T Ry e R T ST e

Pets are important because they provide us with companionship and even with
love. It is not good, however, to have too close a relationship with a pet, or to treat
is like a human being. Devoting too much attention to pets can prevent you from
focusing on other activities and on relationships with people. It can also be a waste
of money,

Sometimes people who love their pets don't want to become involved in other
activities. If you invite such a friend out for coffee, for example, the friend might
say, “I don’t have time. I have to walk the dog.” Sometimes people don’t want to
take a weekend trip because they don’t want to leave their pets alone. They put
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their pet's interests before their own. Then they live life for their pets and not for

themselves. ' ’ " .
Loving a pet too much can interfere with good relationships with people.

" Sometimes people neglect their spouses and children in favor of their pets. A

person who lives alone might devote all his attention to his pet..He migh't lose
interest in making friends and being with people. A relationship with 'a pet is less
complicated than a relationship with a person. Sometimes it seems easier to choose}
petsl(j::;lze:i;t thousands of dollars on their pets, but this mo'ney could have
other uses. It seems strange to buy special food for a pet or take it to the doctor,
't have these things. Children all around the world grow up

when some people don :
without enough food, or never get medical care. It would be better to give a pet

gimple things and send the extra money to charity. . .
Pets give us a lot and they deserve our care and attention. It is never a goo
idea to go to extremes, however. It is important to balance your pet's needs with

Your own.
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Supplements

more in i
. fluence on our personality and development than any
experiences we may have in our life.

Wh. M 3 = » :
1 ich d? yO? counsider to be the major influence? [

Today the way we consider human psychology and mental development i
Feavﬂy influenced by the genetic sciences. We now understand the importance ::Z'
inherited characteristics more than ever before. Yet we are still unable to decid
whether an individual’s personality and development are more influenced be
genetic factors (nature) or by the environment (nurture). ’

Research, relating to identical twins, has highlighted how significant inherited
characteristics can be for an individual’s life. But whether these characteristics are
able .to develop within the personality of an individual surely depends on whether
Fhe .cu*cumstances allow such a development. It seems that the experiences we have
in life are so unpredictable and so powerful, that they can boost or over-ride othe
influences, and there seems to be plenty of research findings to confirm this. '

My own view is that there is no one major influence in a person’s life. Instead

the traits we inherit from our parents and the situations and experiences that We:
encounter in life are constantly interacting. It is the interaction of the two that
shapes a person’s personality and dictates how that personality develops. If this
were not true, then we would be able to predict the behaviour and character of a
person from the moment they were born.
' In conclusion, I do not think that either nature or nurture is the major
?nﬂuence on a person, but that both have powerful effects. How these factors
:;teract is still unknown today and they remain largely unpredictable in a person’s
ife.
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Nowadays we are produeing more

Research indicates that the characteristics we are born with have much

and more rubbish.

Why do you think this is happening?

What can governments do ‘to help reduce the amount of rubbish;:

produced?

1 think it is true that in almost every country today each household and family

produces a large amount of waste every week. Most of this rubbish comes from the

packaging from the things we buy, such as processed food. But even if we buy fresh

food without packaging, we still produce rubbish from the plastic bags used

everywhere to carry shopping home.

The reason why we have so much packaging is that we consume 50 much more

on a daily basis than families did in the past. Convenience is also very important in
madern life, so we buy packaged or canned food that can be transported from long

distances and stored until we need it, first in the supermarket, and then at home.

However, I think the amount of waste produced is also a result of our tendency

to use something once and throw it away. We forget that even the cheapest plastic

bag has used up valuable resources and energy to produce. We also forget that it is

a source of pollution and difficult to dispose of.
awareness in the

chool, but

1 think, therefore, that governments need to raise this

general public. Children can be educated about environmental issues at s

adults need to take ac

taxes on packaging, guch as plastic bags,
o not attempt to recycle their waste.

tion. Governments can encourage such action by putting

by providing recycling services and by

fining households and shops that d

With the political will, such measures could really reduce the amount of

rubbish we produce‘. Certainly nobody wants to see our resources used up and our

planet poisoned by waste.
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population in this way.
Do you agree or disagree?
Give reasons for your answer.

Some governments say how many children a family can have in their|
country. They may control the number of children someone has through :

It is sometimes necessary and right for a government to control theé

The position of women in society has changed markedly in the last
twenty years. Many of the problems young people now experience, such
as juvenile delinquency, arise from the fact that many married women |/
now work and are not at home to care for their children.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

1t is certainly very understandable that some governments should start looking
at ways of limiting their populations to'a sustainable figure. In the past,
populations were partly regulated by frequent war and widespread disease, but.in
recent years the effects of those factors have been diminished. Countries can be
faced with a population that is growing much faster than the nation’s food
resources or employment opportunities and whose members can be condemned to
poverty by the need to feed extra mouths. They identify population control as a
means to raising living standards.

But how should it be achieved? Clearly, this whole area is a very delicate
personal and cultural issue. Many people feel that this is not a matter for the state.
They feel this is one area of life where they have the right to make decisions for
themselves. For that reason, it would seem that the best approach would be to
work by persuasion rather than compulsion. This could be done by a process of
education that points out the way a smaller family can mean an improved quality
of life for the family members, as well as less strain on the country's, perhaps very
limited, resources.

This is the preferred way. Of course, if this does not succeed within a
reasonable time scale, it may be necessary to consider other measures, such as tax
incentives or child-benefit payments for small families only. These are midway
between persuasion and compulsion.

So, yes, it is sometimes necessary, but governments should try very hard to
persuade first. They should also remember that this is a very delicate area indeed,

and that social engineering can create as many problems as it solves.
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It is certainly true that the position of women in society has undergone a
dramatic change in the past twenty years but I do not feel that this is a direct
cause of the indisputable increase in juvenile-related problems during this period.

It is now accepted that young women should find work on leaving school;
indeed to rely totally on their parents’ financial support is no longer an option in
many families. Likewise, once they get married, the majority of women continue
working since the financial pressures of setting up a house and establishing a
reasonable standard of living often require two incomes.

Twenty years ago it was common for women to give up vzork once they had
children and devote their time to caring for their children. This is no longer the
general rule and the provision of professionally-run child care facilities and day
aurseries have removed much of the responsibility for child rearing that used to
fall to mothers. However, these facilities come at a cost and often require two
salaries coming into a family to be afforded.

I do not believe that the increase in the number of working mothers has
resulted in chiidren being brought up less well than previously. Indeed it could be
argued that by giving mothers the opportunity to work and earn extra money
children can be better provided for than previously. There is more money for
luxuries and holidays and a more secure family life is possible. Of course there are
limits as to the amount of time that ideally should be spent away from home and
the ideal scenario would be for one of the parents (often the wife) to have a part-
time job and thus be available for their children before and after school. It is

important to establish the correct balance between family life and working life.
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Without capital punishment (the death penalty) our lives are less secure
and crimes of violence increase, Capital punishment is essential to

control violence in society.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

TETTRD T B TR e
B R a - ERE T TRTAL.

Before talking about the essential role of death penalty, you have to think
about the meaning, and the purpose, of any kind of punishment. If you consider
that the purpose is to prevent the guilty from being nasty again, you can be
seduced by an argumentation in favour of the suppression of capital punishment.
But you have to think about another aspect of the problem: a punishment is also
useful to impress people, to make them fear the law. In fact, let's take the example
of a young misfit, which has grown in a violent atmosphere, influenced by older
delinquents, ete ... He lives in the streets, he’s got no aim but to survive. This is the
kind of person who could possibly kill someone for money, or even for fun ... Why
would he fear prison? Life would be easier for him there. In addition, in many
cases, when you behave normally, you can benefit from penalty reductions. This
young misfit needs to be impressed; he needs to know that the law is a frontier.
When you cross it, you can lose your life. That is why capital punishment helps
keeping a distance between robbery and murder. If you abolish it, you suppress the
difference between these two types of crime, which are completely different.

"But there is also a limit to define: even if death penalty is unavoidable, it
would be a crime to apply it to inadequate cases. If there is no premeditation or
past facts which can justify such a punishment, it is far too strict to apply death
penalty. That is why the lawmakers have to establish precisely the context in
which capital punishment can be pronounced. That is the price to pay to limit
violence without using excessive violence ...

Overpopulation of urban areas has led to numerous problems. Identify
one or two serious ones and suggest ways that governments and :
individuals tackle these problems.

{

Many countries of the world are currently experiencing problems caused by
rapidly growing populations in urban areas, and both governments and individuals

have a duty to find ways to overcome these problems.
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QOverpopulation can lead to overcrowding and poor quality housil:xg in many
large cities. Poorly heated or damp housing could cause significant health
problems, resulting in illness, such as bronchitis or pneumonia. Another serious
consequence of overcrowding is a rising crime rate as poor living conditions may
lead young people in particular to take desperate measures and turn to crime or
drugs.

Tn terms of solutions, I believe the government should be largely responsible.
TFirstly, it is-vital that the state provides essential housing and healthcare for all its
citizens. Secondly, setting up community projects to help foster more community
gpirit and help keep young people off the street is a good idea. For example, youth
clubs or evening classes for teenagers would keep them occupied. Finally, more
effective policing of inner city areas would also be beneficial.

Naturally, individuals should also act responsibly to address these problems. If
the measures described above are put into place by the government, then it will

encourage people to have more pride in their own community and improve the

situation. o
Therefore, it is clear that the problems caused by overpopulation in urban

aveas are very serious. Yet if governments and individuals share a collective

responsibility, then it may well become possible to offer some solutions.

ecome extremely concerned about

In recent years, many countries have b ’
Tough measures and|

the increase in crimes committed by young people. :
strict punishments are necessary to stop youths from re-offending.
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

. One of the most serious problems existing in society today is the rising crime

rate among young people. The number of offences committed by teenagers, which is

usually higher in urban areas, includes crimes such as joy-riding, vandalism, theft

and mugging. However, I am not convinced that, simply giving heavy punishments

is the best approach. Tackling crime among young people, who may be as young as
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eight, s i inati
g hould involve a combination of new strategies, improved social facilities and

better education.

In recent months, new measures to address this issue have included gettin,
young offenders to meet their victims. As a result, youths see the harm or dama :
they have caused which may put them off re-offending. Another method tie
electronic tagging of young offenders, which has been piloted in England' anz

Wales, also has benefits. It means that movements and behaviour are monitored
1 ad.,

Consequently, it is more difficult for them to commit crimes.

A different approach, which many feel is a better solution, would be to provide
better social facilities such as youth clubs or local sports facilities. If youn )!
have activities to occupy them, they are less likely to offend. B

Finally, I strongly believe that education is more important than tough
measures. There fore, parents, teachers, social workers and police officers all haie
a responsibility to raise awareness of the serious consequences of crime.

To sum up, I would recommend a number of strategies to lower crime rates
among young people. Indeed, I feel that there is not always one simple solution but

different approaches depending on each particular situation.

M .
f:n); ,.governments are now trying to prevent global warming and the 5
e i |
hefch it has on our environment. They are trying to reduce the things|
w . .
ic c?ntrlbute to global warming such as pollution from cars and|;
destruction of the rain forests. =l
D - . :
escribe what you think the problem is and the actions you think your|
government should take to solve it. o ;

TR

It 1
- 13 now accepted by most people and governments that the world is
experiencing climatic changes and that now and in the future we can expect

tem; i
‘ peratures to rise. Even when the causes of these changes are known, often very
little is done to reverse their effects.
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Global warming is the result of sndustrialisation and our modem way of life.
All the things which make modem Life easier and more enjoyable seem to cause
pollution. The factories we work in, the cars and aircraft we travel in, the air
conditioning and central heating we use in the home, all create carbon dioxide and
greenhouse gases. At the same time these processes and activities seem to destroy
aspects of the ecosystem which might counter this process and keep the system in
balance. Thus we destroy and bum or build over the forests and agricultural land
which might reabsorb the carbon dioxide.

Dealing with the problem is not a straight forward matter. It is not easy for
any government or any person to turn back the clock on the industrial revolution.
The prospect of returning to poverty, hard manual labour, disease and early death -
the situation which existed before the industrial revolution and which still exists in
many non-industrialised countries - is not attractive. Somehow, the governments of
the world must coordinate policies which malke it possible and attractive for us to
use energy efficient means of travel such as walking or the bicycle. We need far
more research into truly sustainable sources of energy such as wind and wave
power rather than using fossil fuels which release so much carbon dioxide.

In conclusion, as we are aware of the causes of global warning, we must

continue to find solutions to the problem otherwise the earth may never recover

from its harmful effects.

It has been claimed that workers over 50 are not responsive to rapidly

changing ideas in the modern workplace and that for this reasong

younger workers are to be preferred.
To what extent would you support or reject this idea?

e Ry R LN

The essay title proposes that younger people are to be preferred as employees
because they are more able to accept changes in the workplace compared to a more

mature workforce.
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One argument in favour of younger employees is that older workers are more
often set in their way and are believed to be resistant to change. There may be an
element of trhth in this but there are many intelligent and flexible older workers as
well as narrow-minded and younger ones set in their ways. Attitude to change is a
matter of personality type rather than age. Nonethelegs, there are physical
changes which progress with age that may make some jobs better suited to a
younger element. For example, it seems to be accepted by psychologists th.at;
memory diminishes with age. In some modem, hi-tech industries like computer
programming, where there is a premium on the regular memorising of large
amounts of new information, it would seem younger workers have an advantage.

However, older workers do have many other positive qualities which they can
bring to their company working environment. Generally speaking they have more
working experience than youngsters and this can benefit the firm whilst planning
longterm policies. Their maturity and managerial skills can be viewed as a way of
training the younger workers to be leaders themselves.

In conclusion, therefore, it would seem that the proposal in the title has to be
rejected since in most work situations a mixture of the best qualities of young and

old is to be preferred in order to foster the most productive environment,

Happiness is considered very important in life.
Why is it difficult to define?
lWhat factors are important in achieving happiness?

TR N P e P PN p

Happiness is very difficult to define, because it means so many different things
to different people. While some people link happiness to wealth and material
success, others think it lies in emotions and loving personal relationships. Yet
others think that spiritual paths, rather than either the material world or

relationships with people, are the only way to true happiness.
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Because people interpret happiness for themselves in so many different ways,

it is difficult to give any definition that is true for everyone. However, if there are

different kinds of happiness for different individuals then the first step in

achieving it would be to have a degree of self-knowledge. A person needs to know

r she is before being able to know what it is that makes him or her happy.

good health, the skills to earn.a

who he o
Of course, factors such as loving relationships,

living and a peaceful environment all contribute to our happiness too. But t}u,s does

not mean that people without these conditions cannot be happy-

Overall, I think an ability to keep clear perspectives in life is a more essential

ability to have a clear sense of

factor in achieving happiness. By that I mean an
milies, the quality of our

what is important in our lives (the welfare of our fa

i t work,
relationships, making other people happy, etc) and what is not (a problem at w
getting annoyed about trivial things, etc.).

1ike self-awareness, this is also very difficuls to achieve, but I think these are

the two factors that fnay be the most important for achieving happiness.
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Letters

furniture.

Write a letter to the landlord. In your letter.

- introduce yourself

- explain what is wrong with the furniture

- say what action you would like the landlord to take

Write at least 150 words.

You do NOT need to write any addresses.
Begin your letter as follows:

Dear 4

. Y . . > - .
ou afld your family are living in rented accommodation in an English-|
speaking country. You are not satisfied with the condition of some of the 3

Dear Mr Smith,

I am your tenant from Flat 3 on Riverside Street. We met each other when I signed
the rental agreement in your office.

I ha\fe lived here for 6 months now and I am writing to complain about some of th
furniture. As you may remember, the dining table is in very poor condition and hae
uneven legs. It also does not match the dining chairs as these are too low to bs
comfortable for a table of that height. When I first pointed this our to you oz
agreed to provide a brand new dining set. However, you have not done so z;ni'i I
would really like to resolve this matter as soon as possible. )

If 1t‘ 1s more convenient for you, perhaps you could simply replace the table b
finding one of a suitable height for chairs. This would solve the problems withoui
too much cost, so I hope you agree to this proposed solution.

Looking forward to hearing from you,

Yours sincerely,

M.M. Egil
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You borrowed some books from  your school or college library.|
Unfortunately you have to go away to visit a sick relative and cannot}
return the books in time. '
Write a letter to the library. Explain what has happed and tell them what 'i

you want to do about it.

LR R AV ts e e a ot e B e o

Dear sir or Madam , .
1 am writing this letter to explain why I have been unable to return the three books
1 have out on three-day loan, which are now overdue. After taking the books out on
16 March, I had an urgent phone call from my elderly aunt’s neighbour to say
that my aunt had had a fall and had been taken into hospital. I am her only
surviving relative in this country, 8o I felt I had to go and see her immediately. I
travelled down to Suxrey the following morning, thinking I would stay for only two
or three days. Unfortunately, my aunt's condition has only improved very slowly, s0
1 have had to stay here longer than expected. However, the hospital says that if all
goes well, she should be able to go home in two or three days' time, in which case I
will be back at the beginning of next week, } -

Bearing in mind the circumstances, 1 trust you will kindly waive any fines that

may have accumulated.

Yours sincerely,

You travelled by plane last week and your suitcase was lost.
You have still heard nothing from the airline company. :
Write to the airline and explain what happened. Describe your suitcase 3
and tell them what was in it. Find out what they are going to do about it. [

AR e i SRR

ST PSGRT

TSR PR

Dear Sirs,
s one of the passengers who took the flight from Narita (Tokyo) to Heathrow
my suitcase did not come out after the flight.

I wa
(London) on 5 August. Unfortunately,
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Although I have explained this Mr. McDonald who was in charge at the Luggage
Claim Office I have not heard from him as of now.

1

My suit case is grey Samsonite whose size is 70 x 95 cm. There are 3 steckers on

one side and 1 heart shaped stecker on the other side. My initials “AR” are also

written on both sides.

There are a few books and a copy of my thesis in that suitcase, which I need for the

conference on 19 August.

So I would deeply appreciate it if you could give me a prompt reply at your most
convenient. My flight number, luggage claim number and address are written below.
Flight No; NH 201 :
Luggage Claim No: 00026
Address: 64 Silver Street

London. NW165AL

Yours Faithfully,

You have decided to join a club which puts pen friends from around the ‘
world in touch with each other. Write a letter giving details about
yourself and about the sort of person you would like to correspond with.
They will use this information to put you in touch with a suitable person.

Write a letter to the club providing this information.

Dear Sir/Madam

I read the advertisement for your organisation in the Greek Chronicle and I would
like you to send me some information on how I can become a member. I am

enclosing some details about myself and the kind of person I would like to write to.

I am 28 years old and I live on Kythnos, an island in the Aegean Sea. I graduated

from Athens University with a degree in agriculture and since then I have been
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working as a researcher into more efficient methods of the fish farming industry
here. My general interests include r;ature conservation, swimming and sailing and
when I am in Athens, I enjoy going to the cinema and art galleries.

I would ‘:very much like to correspond with someone whose interests are similar to
mine and who is English speaking as 1 want to have practice in the language.
Although age is not very important to me, if possible, I would prefer to write to
someone who is between 20 and 35.

1 look forward to your reply.
Yours faithfully,

Stavros Stephanopoulos

One month ago you travelled to Japan by plane, You arrived four hour
late because of a mechanical problem, and your luggage was lost, You

luggage has still not been returned to you. . :
Write a letter to the airline. Explain what happened and tell them what!l}

you want them to do about this situation,

AT YO S T T

PR

Dear Sir or Madam

1 flew with your company to Japan on the 18® of last month, on flight DW314

leaving Heathrow at 2.15am. T want to inform you about what happened on that

day, and to express my dissatisfaction at the way your company has dealt with the

matter since then.

Firstly, our arrival in Japan was delayed for four hours because of a mechanical

problem and we were not informed of this at check-in. Then, to make matters

worse, on arrival I discove;'ed my luggage had been lost. Nobody has been able to

explain how this happened. Not enly that, but my suitcases have still not been

returned to me a month later, and you have not told me of any efforts you have

been making to locate them.
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I find this situation totally unacceptable. I would like you to inform me; of what
progress, if any, you have made in tracking down my luggage. If you cannot assure
me that you are about to deliver my suitcases to my house, I shall expect you to

compensate me fully for the contents of my luggage and the time and inconvenience
this matter has caused me.

1 look forward to hearing from you.
Yours faithfully

Nigel Coughlin

You are due te start a new job next week but you will not be able toj
because you have some problems. 1

Write a letter to your new employer. In your letter.
- explain your situation

- describe your problems

- tell him/her when you think you can start.

RS HE R

Dear Sir/Madam,

Iam \r»{riting with regard to the article in your newspaper dated 9% September. My
house in situated within 15 minutes walk of the airport. Please allow me to point
out the problems which have caused serious damage on the residential area. I am
fully sure that the problems must be aggravated if the plan is carried out to expand
the airport and increase the number of flights.

First of all, the low-flying aeroplanes are utterly distractive. They make such a big
noise that I cannot concentrate on housework at all. What is worse, I am woken up

by the late hour flights at midnight; I was diagnosed as insomnia the other day. 1

should call this situation noise pollution.
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Secondly, I am afraid that the expansion of the airport may reduce the plot of land
for the playground which is under construction near the airport at the moment.
To sum up, I strongly disagree with the plan. I would appreciate if you could

possibly write the article about the problems and disagreement as I said above.

Yours faithfully,

You hae had a bank account for a few years. Recently you received a
letter from the bank stating that your account is $240 overdrawn and
that you will be charged $70 which will be taken directly from your%
account. You know that this information is incorrect.
Write a letter to the bank. Explain what has happened and say what you

would like them to do about it.

Dear Sir,

I am writing in reply to a letter I received from you a few days ago. In your letter
you state that I am $240 overdrawn and that you will be charging me $70.

1 would like to point out that the reason 1 am overdrawn is because of a mistake
made by your bank. If you look through your records you will see that I wrote
several weeks ago explaining the gituation. For the last twelve months, I have been

0 a month for a car I bought last summer. The monthly payments were
two months ago I sold the car and I
alments. I received a

paying $30
taken directly from my bank account. However,
wrote to you instructing you to stop paying the monthly inst
letter from you acknowledging my request, but, for some reason, nothing was done
about it. Another $300 instalment has been paid this month and this is the reason

why I am overdrawn,
1 would like you to contact the garage where I bought the car explaining your error.

1 would also like you to agk them to return the money.

Yours faithfully,

P Stoft
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noise from your houselflat.

Write a letter to your neighbours. In your letter.
- explain the reasons for the noise

= apologise

- describe what action you will take

Your neighbours have recently written to you to complain about thel;

Dear James,

I was very shocked to get your letter saying that the noise from my flat has been
spoiling your evenings and causing you some distress. I am really, really sorry
about that. I had no idea that you would be able to hear so much, so I hope you will

accept my apologies.

As you may have guessed, I am trying to refit my kitchen in the evenings when I
get home from work. Unfortunately it is all taking longer than expected and I have
been having problems with getting things to fit properly. This has meant a lot of

banging and hammering.

As the kitchen is still not finished, I have decided to call in a professional builder
who will finish the work in the next day or two. He'll work only during daytime

hours, so you won't be disturbed in the evenings again, I promise.

Sorry to have caused these problems,

Bill.

You wrote to the Harvey School of English last month asking for a
brochure and for details of how to arrange accommodation. You have !
received nothing. You have telephoned but only spoken to the caretaker.

Write a letter to the school owners. Explain the situation and tell them
what you want to happen. ;
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Dear Sir/Madam

1 wrote to your school last month asking for a brochure and for details of how to
arrange accommodation. I have now been waiting for five weeks for a reply but I
have received nothing yet. On Tuesday of last week 1 telephoned your school at 10

o'clock in the morning but [ was only able to speak to the caretaker.

I would be very grateful if you would send me your brochure with an application
form so I can apply to take an intensive English language summer course in July or
August, I would also be grateful for information about the living accommodation
you arrange and an application form for this too. 1 would like to stay with a family
to improve my English. As I am vegetarian and a smoker, I would need a family

which could accommodate these habits.
Tlook forward to hearing from you in the near future.
Yours faithfully

Beatrice Ligorio

You have bought a packet of brealkfast cereal at Gibbon’s Supermarket.

When you opened it at home it had clearly gone bad.
Write a letter of complaint to the manager of the supermarket and|

explain what you want to happen.

Dear Sir or Madam

1 am writing to complain about the quality of some Crunchy Flakes brealkfast
cereal 1 bought at the Highgate branch of your supermarket on Tuesday, December
19%,

When we opened the box the following morning in order to have our breakfast, we
found the cereal was no longer crunchy but was soggy and covered in blue-green
mould. It was clearly inedible. On closer inspection we found that the sell by date
on the side of the packet was 5% April 1994. The packet must have been on your

shelves for seven years.
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1 would like to know why your store is selling goods which are clearly dangerous to
the public. I would like a replacement packet of cereal, as well as £50 in
compensation for the inconvenience and distress you have caused my family. This

is not the kind of behaviour I would expect from a supermarket which has such a
good repetition in the community.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours faithfully

Gunter Mueller

Aletler to a former school friend who has moved to another town.

Dear Sarah,

I'm sorry it has taken me so long to reply to your last letter, but I have been very
busy lately.

Your new school sounds very good, and I hope you will make some friends soon. We
all miss you very much in Lass 3. It just isn’t the same without your smiling facein

the seat next to mine. Even Miss Brown must be missing you, because last week
she asked me how you were.

We're doing a class project on Conservation this term, and groups of us have to go
and interview office managers to find out whether they are colleeting paper for
recycling. I'm in a group with some very boring people ~ I wish you were still here.
Last week we went to an Advertising Agency and the manager wasn’t very helpful.
Tomorrow we are going to my father’s office, so that should be easier.

Are you still having to share a room with your sister, or are there more rooms in
your new house? I hope you've put that photograph I gave you in a good place. you
mustn’t forget what I look like or you won’t recognise me when I come to visit you!

Please write soon and tell me all your news.
Love from
Alison
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Dear Sir, |
My class at school is doing a project on Air Transport, and my group has to make 2

map of the world showing the main air routes.

If you have maps showing the routes flown by your airline, I wou%d be very grateful
if you could send me some. 1 understand that your airline magazine has such maps
in the back section, but unfortunately 1 have been unabie to get hold of one.

tes for the future and past routes which have been

Information on proposed rou :
i i i the
abandoned would also most interesting, especially if you could inform us as to

reasons for the changes.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter, and I hope you will be able to
provide us with the information requested.

Yours faithfully,

Peter Lim

Déar Peter,

I am so pleased that you are coming to visit me after all our years of writing to

each other. It will wonderful to finally meet you!

You asked me for some advice as to what you should bring in the way of Cbthe,;
Well, it’s very hot-here, especially at this time of the year, so lots of cool’ cotton T-
ghirts and shorts would be & very good idea. Swimming trunks are most 1mportzj\nt
of all as I promise you we will spend a lot of time in the pool or at the beach trying
on the east coast, and we may even

1. We have some good beaches here, :
e et quiet and peaceful during the

take the ferry out to Kusu island, which is very

week.
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My father has promised to take us to Sentosa, a small island just a cable car ride
away, where there are many exciting things to do. There is an Underwater World,
where you can actually walk in a tfansparent tunnel and see all kinds of fish
swimming around and above you. There are even sharks! A new attraction, called
Asia World, has recently opened and I am looking forward to visiting it for the first
time. It will teach you about the different cultures in South-East Asia, so we hope

to send you back to England with some education as well as a sun tan!
Looking forward to seeing you next month.

Your friend,

Vincent

Letter to a friend about a recent experience.

TS TR R e

Dear Janet,

A wonderful thing happened last .Sunday. The great opera singer, Luciano
Pavarotti, came to Singapore and performed at the Indoor Stadium. I didn’t know
that I even liked opera, so I wasn't all that excited when my mother told me that
she had bought tickets. How wrong I was.

The stadium was completely full, so there must have been about eight thousand
people there. It took us quite a while to find a parking space, but we managed to

- get into our seats about ten minutes before the concert started. We could even see
the Prime Minister and Mr. Lee Kuan Yew from where we were sitting.

Everyone sat very quietly while the orchestra played but you could tell that they
were all waiting for only one thing — to see the great man himself. And he certainly
is great! Apparently he has to go on a very strict diet now or he will be unable to
continue performing. He had a huge white handkerchief hanging from his left hand
and mopped his brow frequently as he sang. His voice was unlike anything that I
have ever heard before. It reached out to every corner of the stadium and made you
forget everything but the pure and beautiful sound of its music. We all wanted him

to go on singing forever, but, although there were a few encores, the end came far
too quickly.
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1 wigh you had been able to witness this great event. I ghall never forget it — and

now I know that I love opera!
With love from

Susan

Wrte a letter to your frie
Your letter must be a comforting and consoling one.

nd who has recently met with a family disaster.

20, Main Road,
Batu Pahat.
12.9.2004

My dear Menon

1 should have written much earlier to you to express my condolence on the 1os:l of
your dear father, but somehow I felt that letters of condolence were of no use when

your grief was yet so fresh and raw.

though I am in doubt of whether I can offer you any

f ite,
Today I venture to wrie d how I had been affected when

solace at all. The sad event brought back to my min
my own father passed away and how my friends and r .
but no consolation had any effect upon me. So 1 can very we
s the loss of one’s father must mean.

elatives made efforts to

relieve my pain,
realise what a melancholy experience, a
more words to write to you in your great
ghould pray for the peace and salvation
d on God with the consoling thought
to a sphere far happier than

T am at a loss of not being able to get any
affliction. All that I can advise is that you
of his departed soul and keep your mind fixe
that He in His infinite mercy has carried him away
this miserable world. - .
Hoping that you will do your best to overcome your grief and sorrow since Wna
cannot be cured has tobe endured patiently by all men.

With kind regards and loves.
Yours sincerely,

AKX . MENON
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Write a letter to a newspaper protesting against street noise.

212, India Street,

Penang.
8.6.2004
The Editor,
“Straits Echo”,
Penang.
Sir,

I am forced by circumstances to bring to the notice of the authorities through the
columns of your paper, that Penang has of late become a very noisy city. It is the

duty of all concerned to put down this nuisance as far as possible.

What with the hooting of the horns of cars and buses, the thundering sound of
rolling wheels, what with shouts of children playing in the street, the loud howls of
street hawkers, what with the deafening noise of the loud speakers used during

meetings, life in Penang has become nest to imposgible.

And when the months of December and January comes one cannot sleep in the
small hours of the morning. It is then that a vast army of hawkers is let loose on
poor suffering humanity, with their howls and loud blaring mstruments What
shall we say of the lion dancer that comes occasionally?

There must be some way of minimising these nuisance, if not altogether abolishing
them. And I am enlisting the sympathy of your popular paper, because you can
sympathise with us in such matters, and with your wide experience of social

conditions in other countries you must be able to suggest some remedy.

Yours truly,

James Wong
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Wnte a letter to thank someone for returning a lost wallet.

TR LIG JAR R AR e YA e

Dear Mr. Chan,

1 am writing to thank you most gincerely for the return of the wallet which I lost at

d
Sentosa last. weekend. There were personal items inside this wallet and it woul

have caused me much distress and difficulty if they had not been found.
It is particularly satisfying to realise that there are still some honest people in this

world, especially when they are willing to go to all the trouble of tracing someone

t
as careless as myself. I promise you that T will take far greater care of my wallet in

the future.

1 hope that you will allow me to compensate you for the cost and inconvenience that

you.have had to bear on my behalf. I enclose an amount which should cover this

and thank you once again for your kindness and trouble.

Yours sincerely,

Thomas Tay

12, Jalan Pantai,
71000 Port Dickson.
12th October 2006.

Dear Mary

How are things getting on with you? I am fine here.

Since your family moved to Ipoh, things are not the same here. I really enjoyed the

things we did together.
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Anyhow, the holidays are about to begin. Would you like to come over to my house
for a short stay? We could spend some time on the beach again, swimming,
catching crabs etc. My parents say that they will be glad to see you.

Do let me know whether you can make it or not. I look forward to your reply.

Your friend,

Jack

facilities.

L D KA Ao

Dear Sir,

T use your bus station every day on my way to school, and am concerned about the

poor facilities that are provided by your company. Something must be done to
improve the following:

1. The toilets are usually still locked when I arrive at the bus station at 7.30 am.

This is very inconvenient to passengers, especially if they are travelling with young
children.

2. There are very few seats on which passengers may rest while they are waiting

for their bus to arrive. This is very hard on the elderly and on mothers carrying
babies or heavy shopping.

3. The light inside the bus station is insufficient and so the possibility of crime is

increased. There are often some very unsavoury characters hanging around that
area.

I hope that action will saon be taken to solve these problems and to make the bus

station a more pleasant and safer place for the hundreds of people who use it every
day.

Yours faithfully

Catherine Smith
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Write a letter to the manager of a bus station to complain about the}

Dear Wendy,

Thank you for letting me borrow your book about Australia. It was very useful in
have decided to start off in Sydney, where we

of the Opera House! We plan to spend
gh for us to see a1l the sights. We

helping us to plan our holiday, we
will be staying at a big hotel with views

three days there and hope that will be long enou

mdy even be able to see a play or concert at the Opera House itself!

From Sydney we are flying to Melbourne, to visit my brother and his family. He

i d his
i in a suburb called Fast Brighton, an 5 :
. o be able to try surfing on those big Australian waves.

arranged for me to

house is only a ten minute walk

away from the beach. I hope &
My nephews have promised to show me around and have even

ompany them to school one day. It will be interesting to see what an Australian
acce 4

school is really:like.

Only three weeks more to wait until we go! I am so excited thfit I can hardly sleep.

1 promise to send you 2 few picture posteards of the places I visit.

With love,

Jane

FF A etz TN
Write a letter to apologise for a misunderstanding.

TR IR wiR e R

Dear Fiona,

. . ) why T
1 am so sorry about what happened o Tuesday night, and wish to explain wiy

Ll
never turned up at Mario’s rgstaurant.

time
After our telephone conversation at the weekend I carefully wrote down the

and place of our meeting — 8.30 at Marino's. As you know, o
. wer
ite side of town from Mario's, s0 that chances of us meeting by acciden
oppos

remote.

Marino's is on the



I arrived at Marino’s at 8.25 and waited in the bar for half an hour. I then tried to
call you but all1 got was your answerphone. I didn’t leave a message because I was
quite sure that you had been delayed and would turn up eventually.

On my way back from the telephone I bumped into an old schoolfriend who was in
town on a business trip. Since we were both alone it seemed to make sense for us to
sit together — at least until you turned up.

So that is why Darek saw me in Marino’s with a woman when I was supposed to be
in Mario’s with you. It was just a silly misunderstanding, that's all!

With all my love,

Paul

2SRRI N R N R T e ke e

Dear Mr. Fong,

I am sorry to have to write and complain to you about the noise coming from your
house, but I am afraid that I can no longer ignore this great inconvenience.

The major problem is your dog. It seems to have a particularly sensitive nature and
gets upset at the sound of the telephone, the television and the radio. Once the
barking starts there seems to be no effort made to quieten the dog. Only last weels,
when the introductory music of the nice o'clock news started it off, the news was
over by the time your dog stopped barking, and that was half an hour!

The reason why we know which particular things upset your dog is that we, ton,
can hear them, We know that you telephoned your sister in Australian yesterday,
and that you listen to the radio while you dress in the morning.

Please, Mr. Fong, let us stop this sharing of lives! I do not wish to argue about this
and hope, therefore that we may solve this problem together, perhaps over a cup of
coffee tomorrow evening?

With best wishes,

John Lee
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Write a letter inviting sormebody to stay at your home

Dear David,

Tt is such a long time since I last heard from you. I do hope that everything is all
right with you and your family.

1 was wondering what your plans were for the coming vacation. We will be on -
holiday from school for six weeks and that is rather a long time to spend at home
on your own. Would it be possible for you to come and stay here with us for a couple
of weeks. There are so many interesting things to do here when you have someone
to do them will, and my mother would be very grateful if you were here to stop me
getting bored.

My brother has said that you could borrow his old bicycle, so we would have no
trouble getting around. We could go swimming and bowling and even ice-skating,
as well as to all the famous places like Haw Par Villa and Sentosa. The Omnitheatre

st the Science Centre has a new show on and I would love to see.it with you.

Please say you will come. The first two weeks of the holiday would be best, as we
are probably going to visit my grandmother after that.

Hope to see you soon.
Your friend,
Tim

Dear Chris,

I have just received a letter from my mother, telling me about your recent success
in the A-level examinations. Well done! You certainly deserve this success because

1 know you have always studied hard, particularly in the last few years.
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I arrived at Marino's at 8.25 and waited in the bar for half an hour. I then tried to
call you but ali I got was your answerphone. I didn’t leave 2 message because I was
quite sure that you had been delayed and would turn up eventually.

On my way back from the telephone I bumped into an old schoolfriend who was in
town on a business trip. Since we were both alone it seemed to make sense for us to
sit together — at least until you turned up.

So that is why Darek saw me in Marino’s with a woman when I was supposed o be
in Mario’s with you. It was just a silly misunderstanding, that’s all!

With all my love,
Paul

Dear Mr. Fong,

1 am sorry to have to write and complain to you about the noise coming from your
house, but I am afraid that I can no longer ignore this great inconvenience.

The major problem is your dog. It seems to have a particularly sensitive nature and
gets upset at the sound of the telephone, the television and the radio. Once the
barking starts there seems to be no effort made to quieten the dog. Only last weel,
when the introductory music of the nice o'clock news started it off, the news was
over by the time your dog stopped barking, and that was half an hour!

The reason why we know which particular things upset your dog is that we, tan,
can hear them, We know that you telephoned your sister in Australian yesterday,
and that you listen to the radio while you dress in the morning.

Please, Mr. Fong, let us stop this sharing of lives! I do not wish to argue about this
and hope, therefore that we may solve this problem together, perhaps over a cup of
coffee tomorrow evening?

With best wishes,

John Lee
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Write a letter inviting somebody to stay at your home

Dear David,

1t is such a long time since I last heard from you. 1 do hope that everything is all
right with you and your family.

I was wondering what your plans were for the coming vacation. We will be on
holiday from school for six weeks and that is rather a long time to spend at home
on your own. Would it be possible for you to come and stay here with us for a couple
of weeks. There are so many interesting things to do here when you have someone
to do them will, and my mother would be very grateful if you were here to stop me
getting bored.

My brother has said that you could borrow his old bicycle, so we would have no
trouble getting around. We could go swimming and bowling and even ice-gkating,
58 well as to all the famous places like Haw Par Villa and Sentosa. The Omnitheatre

at the Science Centre has a new show on and T would love to see.it with you.

Please say you will come. The first two weeks of the holiday would be best, as we
are probably going to visit my grandmother after that.

Hope to see you soon.
Your friend,
Tim

Dear Chris,

I have just received a letter from my mother, telling me about your récent success
in the A-level examinations. Well done! You certainly deserve this success because

1 know you have always studied hard, particularly in the last few years.
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Did your friends do equally well? I hope so, because I know what a strain it can put
on friendships when one of you does not do as well as the others. My best friend at
school failed his examination first time round and didn’t want to have any more to
do with me until he had retaken them and finally bassed. I suppose his pride
suffered too much. He’s how here at the university and all is well again!

Have you decided what you will do next? My mother mentioned that you were
thinking of applying to go to England, to study Chemistry. I wish every success in
whatever you choose to do, and if you need any advice from an older and wiser
relative, don’t hesitate to get in touch!

Love from

Andy

Your friend sent you a present for a birthday, write a letter to him,|
thanking him for the gift.

KR R gt SR

S R A e e Py

8, Maju Avenue,
Sirigapore 1955.
12" October 2006
My dear friend,
Thank you so much for the book you have sent me. It was good of you to remember
my birthday, and to send me such an interesting novel to read. 1 have' often heard
of people talking about Jane Austen’s “Northanger Abbey”, and wanted to read it.
Now I have it for my very own and have put it on my shelf with my other books and

feel very proud of possessing it. I am glad you did not send me an ordinary school
book, most of which are very dry.

As soon as I got the book, I set to work reading it and it was so exciting that I could
not go to bed until I had finished it. I can’t read English very fast, yet, and parts of
it I found hard to understand, especially the language the various ‘refined’

characters’ talk. But it was so interesting that I did not want to part with it for
long.
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It is a fine social novel, and I was almost visualising the Pump Room, Edgar's
Building and Putney Street. My sympathies went with Miss Morland and I am
fascinated by the talk and conduct of Mr. John Thorpe. 1 could also picture the life

of middle class English familities in Jane Austen’s day.
I thank you again for the wonderful gift.

I reamain,

Your affectionately,

DANG ANH QUAN

G

etter to your friend expressing your apology in not being able to

ntment.

T T ey £ RS

166, Middle Road,
Singapore 0718.
20% May 2007

Dear Ahmad,

1 am writing this letter to express to you my heartfelt apology in my inability to
keep the appointment we have made. I promised to meet you at the junction of
Selegie Road and Middle Road at 10 a.m. to day and from there both of us were to
p‘roceed to Johore Bahru to meet Mr. Tan.

1 am very sorry for breaking the appointment and I am sure when'I explain to you,

you will understand my position at that time.

Approximately about 9 o'clock when I was getting ready to leave home to’ meet you,
1 received a trunk call from my mother who is recuperating in my aunt's house at
Batu Pahat telling me to proceed jmmediately to accompany my mother back home.

1 had no alternative but to proceed to my aunt’s house for she had sent her

chauffeur-driven car to fetch me.
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I carf agssure you that t}}is would be my first and last occasion of breaking an
appointment with you. i ’

Yours sincerely,

A. THOMAS

Write to your friend explaining what you would like to do. Tell him/her
what type of work or studies you have been doing for the past few years

and ask for agsistance in contacting an appropriate institution.

Dear Anita,

Sorry I haven’t written for ages. I've been so busy over t)he last year and I never

seem to have a minute to myself.

I'd like to study electrical engineering at a university in Australia next year and I
hope you can give me some advice. I think I would prefer Melbourne because I

know a few people from my visit last year. !

This year I'm doing mathe and physics at school and I hope to do well in my exams
However, I really don’t know which university to apply to, so could you send me
some information about different colleges? Also, can you find out what

qualifications I need? For instance, as an overseas student, do I have to take an
English test?

I hope you don't mind doing this for me. It is much better to get this information

from someone who lives in the country, so I hope to hear from you soon

Many thanks,
Rosanna

ROSANNA
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You are a student living in a rent house, and your next month's rent is 4

due on Saturday, however, you cannot pay in due course. :
Write a letter to the landlord explaining this, and additionally state some:

problems.

Dear Sir,

1 am writing to you because I am unable to pay next month’s rent which is due on
Saturday. Unfortunately, the other day I lost my wallet, and there was a large
amount of money inside.

1 have, therefore, had to write to my parents to ask them to send me some money
urgently. As soon as it arrives, 1 will immediately notify you and arrange to pay by

cash or cheque. I hope that this does not cause you too much inconvenience.

There are also some problems with the flat that I wish to bring to your attention.
First, the cold tap in the bathroom will not turn off properly, and the water is
dripping constantly. This will need to be fixed quickly because.it is wasting water.

Second, one of the back rings on the top of the oven does not work at all.

T'm sorry that I cannot pay the rent on time, and trust that you will understand.
Yours sincerely,
David Sooﬁg

DAVID SOONG

—

are asked to write a letter to the course

TR

You took a two-day course, you

organiser. Deseribe the details about the course and give suggestions on

how to improve the course. :
Write a letter to the course organiser and describe the details about the

course and give suggestions.
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Dear Sir/Madam,

I am a student who attended the training course entitled “The Challenges and
Opportunities after China’s Entry into WTO' in the auditorium of your research
institute last Thursday and Friday.

I am writing to you to express my dissatisfaction with your organisation and the
poor facilities of the training course.

We were present at the auditorium at 8 o'clock on Thursday morning according fo
the schedule. But the lecturer did not arrive until 8:40am, which was a nuisance
for the whole audience to wait. This is not the end of the story. When the lecturer
started the speech, something was wrong with the microphone.‘You see, there are
nearly 300 audiences in the hall. The people at the back of the auditorium could
not hear a single word. What is worse is that the staff here did not take any

remedial measures to fix the sound system in time.

1 sincerely hope that this kind of situation will not reoccur, for it not only wastes us
a lot of time, but also influences your reputation.

Thank you for your attention to this letter.

Yours faithfully,
Mary Bush
MARY BUSH

You are a student who seek accommodation for a group of students and *
have to write a letter to the Manager of Student Hotel Services. Describe
your situation and specify your demand for the accommodation. :

Write a letter to the manager and describe the details about your

requirements.

Dear Manager of the Student Hostel Services,

I am writing to seek accommodation in the Snowy Mountains for a group of
students from Perth.
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We expect to be in the Snowy Mountains between June 1 and June 12. There are
fourteen people in our group — five men and seven women, and a married couple.
The five men will accept dormitory accommodation, and the women are happy to
share rooms, but the married couple wouid like a double room. We hope to keep our

expenses as low as possible,

Please tell me about recreational services in the area. The group will bring their
own boots for bushwalking, but we are hoping to hire equipments for other sports,
like skiing. Some of our group will want to hire geological picks and other
equipments, if possible. We also need to know about the access to caves and other
interesting geological features in the area.

1 am looking forward to receiving information about the Student Hostel Services

and other facilities.

Yours faithfully,
Amanda Chan
AMANDACHAN

has been stolen. Here is the form filled in for the police:

Lost Passport Details
Passport number A4847009X
Date of issue 28/2/1992

Place lost Leeds bus station

Police Reference Number: CX241

Date of expiry 27/2/2002

happened and asking what you should do to get a new.passport.

Dear Sir/Madam,

1 am writing to report the theft of my passport. I am curiently studying economics
at Leeds University, and I came to Britain in September last year. My course here

ends in September next year.
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You are studying at a university in the nofth of England, Your passport

Date and time lost 9 October 10:20am | - g

T i .
Write to your embassy in Londen, giving details of who you are, what/




1 lost my passport at Leeds bus station on 9 October. I was about to catch the 10:30
morning bus to London, and I was having a cup of coffee at the gnack bar in the bus
station while I waited. The passport was in my overnight bag, which I carried on

my shoulder.

This must have been snatched while I was drinking the coffee, although I did not
notice it had gone until I left the snack bar at 10:20am.

1 have reported the theft to the police. Their reference number for the case is
(X241, at Leeds Central Police Station, My passport number is A4847009%, the
date of issue is 28/2/1992 and the date of expiry is 27/212002.

T would be grateful if you could inform me what I have to do to obtain another
passport. Do 1 need to provide photographs and, if so, how many? Please let me

know the cost of a new passport and the currency in which I should pay for it.
Yours faithfully,

Mehmet Akbar

MEHMET AKBAR

your things without asking you.

new room next term.

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to inform you that I wish to move into a new room next term. I would

prefer a single room, as I find the present sharing arrangement inconvenient.

1 must explain that the reason for my dissatisfaction is my roommate’s

inconsiderate behaviour. For one thing, his friends are constantly visiting him. For
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You live in a room in college which you share with another student. Youl,
find it very difficult to work there because your reommate always has
friends visiting. He/She has parties in the room and sometimes borrows

Write a letter to the Accommodation Officer at the college and ask for a

another, he regularly holds noisy parties. In addition, he sometimes borrciws my
things without asking me. In these circumstances, I find it difficult to concentrate

on my studies, and I am falling behind in my assignments.

T am sure you will agree that the only solution for me is to move into a room of my

own, where I will be free from such distractions.

Therefore, I would be grateful if you could find a single room for me, preferably not

in the same building but as near to the college campus as possible.

Yours sincerely,
Jane Johnson

JANE JOHNSON

oRE [ I

You vare a commuter. One morning on your way to work you suddenly felt)
dizzy and lost consciousness. One gentleman on the same bus sent you to

a hospital.

Write a letter to the company where the gentleman works to extend your|

gratitude.

Dear Sir/Madam,

1 am writing this letter to extend my sincere thanks to Mr. Smith, the accountant

of your company.

1 am a commuter and every day I take Bus 183 to the workplace. Last Wednesday

morning, when the bus almost reached the stop where I was to get off,

unexpectedly 1 felt dizzy. and then lost my consciousness and fell to the ground.

When I was awakened, I found myself in the City Hospital attended by my wife.

The physicisn told me if was Mr. Smith who had sent me to the hospital and

informed my husband of my misfortune. Mr. Smith happened to be on the same

bus, but T have never met him before.
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My husband and I were very much grateful to Mr. Smith for his kindness. Please
forward my heartfelt thanks to him. We feel very much proud of your company for
having such a helpful employee. If Mr. Smith was late for work that day, I'd like to

compensate you for the loss thus incurred,

1 do hope that your company would reward Mr. Smith for his selfless and noble
deeds.

Yours faithfully,
Cathy Lau

CATHY LAU

Dear Sir/Madam,

As someone who has travelled throughout Asia on business and holiday, I would
like to give my opinion on its environmental impact. Having visited Indonesia,
Thailand and Malaysia, I understand that tourism can bring money to developing
countries. However, this money often goes into the pockets of foreign investors, and
oniy rarely benefits local people. Multinational hotel chains also have little regard

for the surrounding wildlife when they build new resorts. This can cause many

problems.

In view of these facts, we, as tourists, can directly affect these countries in a
positive way if we are thoughtful. When we visit these couniries we can visit
restaurants, bars and even hotels that are owned by local people. In addition, we

can refuse to give luxury resorts our patronage and therefore prevent them from

becoming even larger.
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Most importantly, we should check that any tours or excursions we take have
minimal effect on the natural surroundings. Finally, we can even attempt to

change the behaviour of other tourists by sharing our opinions.

If we follow these simple steps we can be sure that our pleasure is not causing any
harm to people or places that we visit. ’

Yours faithfully,

Truth Chan

TRUTH CHAN

(TR R
L) "'};@ﬁ“ ) 2

You are a university student.

Write a letter apply for scholarship.

B I R M AR R DT

Dear Sir/Madam,
1 am writing to inquire about the scholarship that was adverﬁsed in the June 7th
New York Times. I would like to know more details about it.

1 wonder what your requirements are to be qualified for this scholarship, and to
whom it is usually granted. However, I believe 1 am the very one that you are
looking for. I am from China and 1 have worked with AT&T Telecommunication
Corporation for two years and I am applying for entrance to your esteemed
institution in pursuit of a Master’s degree. I am one of three students who have
earned A’s on my entrance examinations. I can spare more energy and time on my
study without worrying much about maintenance and tuition fees if I am granted
the scholarship. Isn’t that the goal you pursue in issuing this scholarship?

1 am eagerly looking forward to your reply. And your kind help would be greatly

appreciated.

Yours faithfully,
Peter Yang
PETER YANG
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him/her when you left school the last day of semester, Explain the reason
why you were not able to say good-bye to him/her and invite him/her to|
visit you.

Dear Jenny,

How time flies! I was very busy on my last day of staying on campus before spring

vacation. I am sorry that I didn’t have time to say good-bye to you.

That day, I spent the whole morning with my tutor in her office. We were
discussing a project which we will conduct next semester. I also have to collect
some materials for it during the vacation. How poor I am! That afternoon, I went to
the library to return some academic magazines I had borrowed. Then I went
downtown to buy some gifts for my parents and I took the evening train to return

to my home town.

What are you going to do during the vacation? How about coming here? I know you
haven't visited here before. It is a peaceful and beautiful village surrounded by

hills and rivers and I'll show you around when you come here.

Having made your decision, please kindly let me know and I will meet you at the

trgin station.
Best regards,
David Zhang

DAVID ZHANG
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Reports
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The graph and table below give information about water use worldwide

and water consumption in two different countries. ;
Summarise the information by gelecting and reporting the main features, :

and make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Global water use by sector
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The graph shows how the amount of water used worldwide changed between 1800
and 2000.

Throughout the century, the largest quantity of water used for agricultural
purposes, and this increased dramatically from about 500 km® to around 3,000 km?
in the year 2000. Water used in the industrial and domestic sectors also increased,
but consumption was minimal until mid-century. From 1950 onwards, industrial
use grew steadily to just over 1,000 km®, while domestic use rose more slowly to
only 300 km? both far below the levels of consumption by agriculture.

The table illustrates the differences in agricultural consumption in some areas of
the world by contrasting the amount of irrigated land in Brazil (26,500 km? with
that in the D.R.C. (100 km?. This means that a huge amount of water is used in
agriculture in Brazil, and this is reflected in the figures for water consumption per
person: 359 m® compared with only 8 m? in the Congo. With a population of 176

million, the figures for Brazil indicate how. high agricultural water consumption
can be in some countries.

The diagrams below show the life cycle of the silkworm and the stages in
the production of silk cloth.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant. -
Write at least 150 words.

Life cycle of the silkworm

4-6 weeks J

Silk thread
b
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Production of silk cloth
Select —m

Boil et

Unwind

Twist

Weave

The first diagram shows that there are four main stages in the life of the silkworm.
First of all, eggs are produced by the moth and it takes ten“days for each egg to
become a silkworm larva that feeds on mulberry leaves. This stage lasts for up to
gix weeks until the larva produces a cocoon of silkk thread around itself. After a
period of about three weeks, the adult moths eventually emerge from these cocoons
and the life cycle begins again.

The cocoons are the raw: material used for the production of silk cloth. Once
gelected, they are boiled in water and the threads can be separated in the
unwinding stage. Each thread is between 300 and 900 metres long, which meafns
they can be twisted together, dyed and then used to produce cloth in the weaving
stage.

Overall, the diagrams show that the cocoon stage of the silkworm can be used to

produce silk cloth through a very simple process.
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in two of the years.

and make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Number of marriages and divorces in the USA,
1970-2000

‘ ® Marriages
3 Divorces

2

|

&

&

o @ 1970
en

% 52000
ES : : o

Never Married Widowed Divorced
l Married

rates between 1970 and 2000, and the marital status of adult Americans

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,

The graph below shows four countries of residence of overseas students ',;(

in Australia. .
Summarize the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant. g

Write at least ’150 words.

SELECTED COUNTR!ES OF RESIDENCE OF Number of ¢ 40

students

VISITOR ARRIVALS FOR EDUCATION in 10008

30

KEY

e R ONNGS(E
Hong Kong
----- Malaysia
- Singapore
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..............
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Year ended 30 june

We are given two charts which show us a few sets of data about the marital status
of the Americans between 1970 and 2000.

The first chart compares the number of marriages and divorces in the United
States of America between 1970 and 2000. We can see that data is given for each
decade; the number of people who- are getting married decreased slightly sir.ce 1980,
as well as the divorces one. Nevertheless, divorces increased between 1970 and 1980.

The second chart is more precise about the different marital status of the
Americans between 1970 and 2000. The number of divorced people has risen more
than the double during this two years, and the data for the never married people
has also increased significantly. However, less and less people are married, as the
first chart showed us; the widowed American number is also decreasing.

As a conclusion, we can say that the marital status background of the Americans
has maybe known the greatest change it had ever seen.

202

The linegraph illustrates students who came from Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore,

and Hong Kong in Australia between 1982 and 2000.

The number of students coming from Malaysia in 1982 to in 1993 increased
gteadily from about 5,000 students to just under 10,000 students whereas that of
the other countries increased sharply between about 2,000 students and about
10,000 students. The number of the over sea students in 1998 to in 2000 fluctuate
significantly between about 10,000 students and just under 20,000 students with
the exception of students coming from Indonesia. There was & dramatically
increase in the number of over sea students from Indonesia in 1993 to in 1998,
peaking at 26,000 studen'ts. There was a slightly drop in the number of students
from Indenesia in 1998 to in 9000 from 26,000 students to about 23,000 students.

There was a consirable notice in the mumber of the over sea students with 5-time

increase between 1982 to 2000, except students from Malasia.
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The diagram below shows the environmental issues raised by a product
over its life cycle.

TETRERTTT

Summarize the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant. 5
Write at least 150 words. ‘

The diagram illustrates the environmental issues by a product over its lifetime.

According to the diagram, first step for the life cycle of a product is product planning and
design which is the most significant step for customers as an appearance. Secondly,

. suppliers have to prepare all of the materials which they need to use for the product. It
would appear that most of the people are more likely to concern about the materiais that
are used during the production because of the quality.

After the process of procurement of the materials is reached, life cycle is followed
by production step. As long as a product is ready to sell, intial step carries on with
packaging, printing and physical distribution. In addition to this step, there are
variety of ways how to make the product more impressive and demanding in the
competitive market. That's why, perhaps the most important process is sales,
however good quality of materials was used. While suppliers are trying to sell any

kind of product, they should persuade customers for either its quality or function as
a whole.

In the case of sales, a large proportion of people use varieties of technics how to
effect customers in the market even with exaggeration. From customers point of
view, they invariably focus on what they need. So, another essential point for
suppliers is to meet customer’s needs.

Consequently, products are started to be used by customers whether they're
satisfied or not. Unless they are satisfied, it's more likely for the product to be
given back to the service.
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The cs below show the number of girls per 100 boys in all levels of
education. Summarize the information by selecting and reporting on the
main features, and make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words

P P T R TR e S Tt

Gender differences in school enrolment

Second Tertiary education
Primary education ary education 120

T T

Devaioping
countries countries

Developing  Developed  Targels
courdries countres

The graphs give information about the number of female students per 100 male
students in primary, secondary and tertiary education.

In general, more boys than girls were studying at school both in 1990'and 2000 ;n
all the countries, except in tertiary education in developed countries, and the

number of girls per boys was biger in 2000 than in 1990 in the two country groups

and in all the educational stages. ‘_ 7
Turning to the detail, there v;rére more boys than girls m prin?ary and se;onda}'y
education. As can be seen, developing countries saw & bigger dJscrep{ancy fet;:vi;n
the numbers of male and female students that develope(? cou'ntnes, wit! . e
number of girls per 100 boys at 83 in 1990 and 87 in .2000 in pnmal:y educz;.tloné
and, 72 in 1990 and 82 in 2000 in secondary education. H(')wever, m'deve 1op,t?

countries, the balance of the two was much closer to the'e ideal, partch}lar gro (;n
secondary in secondary education, with 98 girls per 100 boys in 1990 and 99 in 2000.

the balance was even worse than in any other levels

i i education, :
B per 100 boys in 1990 and 75 in

ion i i i ith 66 girls
of education in developing countries wit .
2000. On the hand, in developing countries, the number of girls overtook that of

boys at 105 per 100 boys in 1990 and 112 in 2000.
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On the other hand, the distributions in the other causes varied by case. Falls and
eenagers with complications of

complications are more common in adults than in t
medicalcare being the most common cause of hospitalisation for the total
at 1431 per 100,000 cases.

Assault saw the same profile as the causes involved with vehicles. Accidental
girls than boys were jnvolved in the table.

the general population. .
Summarize the information by selecting and reporting the main features, : population among all the causes listed in the table,
making comparisons where relevant. ;

Write at least 150 words. poisoning was the only cause which more

1
o faotzu;abon aphs below show the number of visits to and from t%1e UK between
Total transport accidents 305( ) 1979 and 1999, and some destinations of UK citizens travelmg.abroad' .
Car occupant 124 Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information
Motorcyclist 59 shown below. ,
Pedal cyclist 45 You should write at least 150 words.
Pedestrian B
Falis 223 Visits to and from UK (millions) -
Complications of medical care 1431 oy _ e T e OR
Assault 281 80 183 119 40 il residents

- 36 —ee Visits to UK by

Accidental poisoning 68 95 82 85 T S  overseas residents
Exposure to heat, smoke, fire 54 17 38 42 : ‘ LN : . y
Al cases (b) 3688 1765 2750 372 ‘ o s 18 wss 1%

UK Citizen’s Holiday Destinations (millions)

(a) Cases per 100,000 of this group.
(b) All cases, includes causes not listed, Some cases can involve more than one
cause.

The data shows causes which bring people to hospital for teenagers and people of
all ages.

The categories can be divided into two groups which are the causes involved with
vehicles and the others. The former saw a clear pattern between the genders and
ages. Teenagers were more likely to be hospitalized by accidents related to vehicles
than adults and more boys than girls were involved in these causes. The most
common cause in this group was total transport accidents with 779 cases of boys,
323 of girls, 557 of total teenagers and 305 of total population per 100,000 cases
respectively. Pedestrian was the least common casue of hospitalisation in this
group with under 50 cases per 100,000 for all the presented age and sex groups.

changes in the figures of visits to and from the United

i t describes the d £ : »
R from 1979 to 1999 and the variations in holiday

Kingdom in two decades,
destinations of the UK citizens.

the visits to and from the UK from 1979 until

According to the histogram, : . )
approdmately 1986 showed parallel glight rises. From then, until the early
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1;1;&;:1i;,éthere has be?n a sm.al'; rise m vi.sifts to the UK from overseas residents,
re was a noticeable increase in visits broad by residents of the UK. The
two figures followed again a parallel upward route until the middle of the 1'990
Th(?n, the visits to the UK reached a plateau, but the'visits abroad from U;{.
residents showed a more noticeable increase.

In 1940, the total number of students learning foreign languages was just under
200,000, but in 1950 there was a significant increase to 300,000. There was a
gradual rise until the 1980s with a peak of 360,000 in 1980 followed by a steady

decline to just under 800,000 by 2000.

The most popular language from 1940 to 1990 was French. Its popularity rose
rapidly from around 50,000 students in 1940, to a plateau. of around 250,000
between 1960 and 1980. The number decreased slightly until 1990, to 200,000
students, then declined rapidly to half this number in 2000.

As far as t.:he bar chart is concerned, it is rather obvious that during these twent

years Spain not only was and still is the most popular destination, but has al .
shown the biggest increase, compared to the other countries. Fran;e and G‘ree:0
are the next most popular destinations with a similar raise, It is worth mentioninz

that even t| : <17 .
they didninhf;';g: zgey all accept approximately 1 million more UK visitors than , Very small numbers of students learnt Spanish before 1990. From 1940 — 1980
Indion and Thail s . z balance between them is steady. On the other hand, West there were around 15 -50 thousand studying the language but in 1990 the number
e e a;; ave soared and have at least trebled their popularity in these rose to 100,000 and by 2000 it was the second most popular language after French
' ) 'es. Un the contrary, Ireland, a popular destination in 1979 has shown a ‘ when the figure almost doubled to around 180,000 students.
sleep decline, by more than a half of UK visitors. ‘

: German was never as popular as French of Spanish, reaching a peak of 50,000

learners during the 1960s and 1970s but declined to around 20,000 in 2000.

In the region of 35,000 students learnt other languages in 1940. This number rose
to 50,000 in 1950 but following this, there was a steady fall in interest and in 2000

'Th ,
e graph below shows the number of studenis learning foreign no learners of other languages were recorded.

languages in certain British schools between 1940 and 2000. Write a|
report for a university lecturer describing the information shown below

You should write at least 150 words. - &
The graph shoiws figures for motorcycle production in five countries|
during the period 1940-1980.Write a report for a university lecturer}

Numbers studying languages in schools

1 :
g 300+ describing the information shown below.
e 20 : You should write at least 150 words.
’g Motoreycle Production 1940-19980(000s)
1 i ' 3500
o o
1940 1950 . 2500 == | Britain
1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 : 00 o |usa
% ==t | Japan
T T — 1500 === | Germany
SRR S RS e T . = = | France
Thy 1000
e graph shows the number of students studyi i
ying languages in iti 500
schools from 1940 to 2000. g selected British el
0 e e
\qm\q“p\q@x‘f\g ‘8@ \9‘5“
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Motorcycle production spanning the half a century from 1940-1990 in Britain, the
USA, Japan, Germany and Frace is detailed in this report:

As can be seen in the graph, until the early 1950s, all five countries constructed
250,000 or fewer motorbikes annually but then production rose in all nations from
the middle years of the decade.

The most dramatic expansion was seen in the USA where production shot up to
over three million machines by the mid 1970s but following that saw a steady
decline to around two million by 1990. Japan and Germany also experienced rapid
rises in their motorbike manufacture from 1940, reaching three and two and a
quarter million machines respectively by 1990. Britain and France, however, made
far fewer machines than the other three nations although Britain did experience a
similar boom in production until the mid 1970s when, after hitting a peak of just
under one million machines, the numbers of motorbikes constructed fell steadily to
half a million by 1990. In France, on the other hand, production was minimal as
the numbers of machines assembled rose only slightly from 1940, reaching a
plateau of around 200,000 bikes from 1960 to 1980. After this there was a slight
but steady decrease until 1990 when very few machines were being produced.

2aidiany

the information shown below.

You should write at least 150 words.

This report describes the sources from which five European countries produce
electricity.
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The following table shows the sources of generated electricity for five
European countries. Write a report for a university lecturer describing|

According to the table, thermal power is widely used for the production of
electricity in Germany and the United Kingdom. In both countries it represents
more than fifty per cent of the total electricity genmerated. The situation is
approximately the same in Spain. France, on the other hand, produces les than ten
per cent of its electricity in that way, but that is a lot compared to Norway's almost
nil thermally produced electricity.

It's worth -mentioning that Norway generates virtually all the electric power it
needs using hydropower. As can be seen from the diagram France and Spain also
use dydro electricity, whereas Germany and the UK make little use of this sou?'ce.
Nuclear plants are the main source of electricity for France; at the same time
Germany, Spain and the UK produce by nuclear power about the same percentage
of electricity compared to their total amounts. Norway seems to say ‘n?’ to nuclear
power. Geothermal and other alternative sources of generated electricity are used
at a percentage of no more than two per cent in all cases.

sz T o
{deEeing;
The graph below shows the proportion of the population aged 65 and :
over between 1940 and 2040 in three different countries. i
Summarise the information by gelecting and reporting the main features, |,
and make comparisons where relevant. A esandover
i % Proportion of population ag and ov
Write at least 150 words. *
pd ;
25 l’,
20 - Sy
: / T . "~ /
10 s o
i |
Yos0 1960 1980 2000 2020 2040
Year
Japan
s = Sweden
e USA

The graph shows the increase in the ageing population in Japan, Sweden anfi th'e
USA. It indicates that the percentage of elderly people in all three countries i8
expected to increase to almost 25% of the respective populations by the year 2040.
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In 1940 the proportion of people aged 65 or more stood at only 5% in Japan,
approximately 7% in Sweden and 9% in the US. However, while the figures for the
Western countries grew to about 15% in around 1990, the figure for Japan dipped to
only 2.5% for much of this periad, before rising to almost 5% again at the present time.

In spite of some fluctuation in the expected percentages, the proportion of older
people will probably continue to increase in the next two decades in the three
countries. A more dramatic rise is predicted between 2030 and 2040 in Japan, by

which time it is thought that the proportion of elderly people will be similar in the
three countries.

employers.

and make comparisons where relevant.
Write at least 150 words.

K

R for study ling to age of student

{ For career

For interest

26-29 30-39

Age

40-49 over 49

Employer support, by age group
(Time off and help with fees)

:
§
i

under 26 26-29 30-39 40-49 over 49

The first graph shows that there is a gradual decrease in study for career reasons
with age. Nearly 80% of students under 26 years, study for their career. This
percentage gradually declines by 10-20% every decade. Only 40% of 40-49yr olds
and 18% of over 49yr olds are studying for career reasons in late adulthood.

212

The charts below show the main reasons for study among students of
different age groups and the amount of support they received from|

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, |

Coﬁversely, the first graph also shows that §tudy stemming from intel:est increases
with age. There are only 10% of under 16yr olds studying out of mtel."est. The
percentage increases slowly 1l the beginning of the fourth decade, and increases
dramatically in late adulthood. Nearly same number of 40-49yr o-lds study' for
career and interest. However 70% of over 49yr olds study for interest in comparison
to 18% studying for career reasons in that age group.

The second graph shows that employer support is maximum (ap?roximately 69%)
for the under 26yr students. It drops rapidly to 32% up to the third decade of life,
and then increases in late adulthood up to about 44%. It is unclea.r whether
employer support is only for career-focused study, but the highest level is for those

students who mainly study for career purposes.

WThe folit;wing graph gives information ahout book-buying over 30 year
in New York. Write a report for a university lecturer describing thef
information shown below.

You should write at least 150 words.
1: avernge nusber of books bought per persen per year
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This report describes the sales of hardback and paperback books bought in New
York form 196016‘-1990 and the types of books which are preferred.
books have risen with

l
on were bought in 1960i

e

T TR

According to the graph, the numbers of both kinds of
paperback sales being the greater. 20 paperbacks per pers
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but by 1985 this figure had more than doubled to 43 books. Concerning hardbacks
the average number bought in 1960 was only two but sales increased steadily untii
1985 when those purchased had increased steadily until 1985 when those
purchased had increased fourfold to eight per person per year.

As can be seen in the histogram, books on self-help were the most popular in 1990
a.t 28 per person and these have experienced a dramatic increase in popularii:y
gince 1960 when only 2 per person were purchased. The most well liked books in
1960 were about religion and politics but they have gradually fallen from 24 and 22
f:o 16 and 12 respectively in 1990, with only religious books showing a sudden surge
in popularity in 1975 when 22 books were sold. The least popular books have
always been those on biography and history, peaking in 1960 at 17 and 8 bﬁt from
1970 onwards neither book has sold more than 5 copies per person per year.

European countries,

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information:

shown below.
Amount spent on consumer goods

You should write at least 150 words.

100 120 140 160 180
thousand pounds sterling

sl

The chart below show the levels of participation in education and;ji

The chart shows that Britain, among the four European countries listed, has spent
most heavily on the range of consumer goods included. In every case, British
spending is considerably higher than that of other countries; only in the case of
tennis racquets does another country, Italy, come close.

In contrast, Germany is generally the lowest spender. This is most evident in
photographic film, where Germany spends much less than Britain. Germany only
spends more than another country, France, in two cases: tennis racquets and perfumes.

Meanwhile, France and Italy generally maintain middle positions, averaging
approximately similar spending overall. Specifically, France spends more or CDs
and photographic film but less on tennis racquets than Italy does. Italy’s spending
on personal stereos is only marginally greater than that of France, while spending
on toys is equal between the two.

1t is clear from the data given that there are some gignificant differences in
spending habits within Burope.

S

science in developing and industrialized countries in 1980 and 1980.

shown below.
Average yoars of schoollng

You should write at least 150 words

Years of schoaling

o N h oo & C

Per 1000 peopln
g

3 3

.-

US § bifions

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information

215






Ihe data ShOWS the d].EfeIEHCeS betweerl deVelOplng and lndustzlahzed countries
par tl(npatlon mn educatlon and science.

in terms of the number of years of schooling received, we see that the length of
ime pt-eople spend at school in industrialized countries was much greater at 8.5
years in 1980, compared to 2.5 years in developing countries. The gap was

lncreased furthel m 1990 Wh.ell the ﬁgu!es YO, to 10.5 ye: Y
se ars and 3.5 ears

We can see z)i similar pattern in the second graph, which shows that the number of
Ereople working as scientists and technicians in industrialized countries increased

om 5§ to 85 per 1,000 people between 1980 and 1990, while the number in
developing countries went from 12 to 20.

?ﬁgally,. t‘he ﬁgures. for spending on research and development show that
industrialized co.untnes more than doubled their spending, form $200bn to $420bn
whereas developing countries actually decreased theirs, from $75bn down $25bn ’

Overall.we can see that not only are there very large differences between the two
economies but that these gaps are widening.

The graph below shows the unemployment rates in the US and Japan'};
between March 1993 and March 1999.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information ~.
shown below. :

You should write at least 150 words.

) Unemployment Rates: US and Japan
7.0}
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Parcentage of work force
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According to the results of the labour-force research published recently, the
following conclusions can be drawn from it:

In March, 1993, United States had seven percent of their workforce which might

not seem disastrous until compared with Japan, where 2.5% were unemployed.

However, the unemployment rate in United States began declining slowly since
March 1993, and reached 5% mark in the middle of 1996. Japan turned out to the
less lucky, as their unemployment rate doubled in three years. From then on, the

percentage of unemployed workforce in United States remained roughly the same —

about 5% until March 99, although there were minor falls and rises in the

unemployment rate.
5 — 0.6% after March

As for Japan, the percentage of unemployed fell rapidly by O.
d without any falls to

1996, but from summer 1996 and onwards it grew steadily an

reach 5.0% boundary in March 1999.

The major conclusion that Tve drawn using the graph, is that number of

unemployed in USA decreased by about 2.0% in the course of six years, while in

Japan it actually. increased by 2.5% percent. As a result, in March 99, hoth Japan

and US had about 5% of their work force unemployed.

Bk _ gt ; % = et -—.‘,
he graph below compares figures for the production and consumption
of energy in the US from 1950 to 2000. It also predicts figures for 2025.

v selecting and reporting the main features,

Summarise the jnformation b

and make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words. ' 150
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The graph shows changes in the gap between US energy consumption and
production since 1950. It also estimates trends up to 2025.

Between 1950 and 1970 both production and consumption increased from just over

30 units to about 65, and although consumption was consistently higher, the
difference was marginal during this period. ‘

However, production grew only gradually over the next 30 years to reach 70 units
in 2000. In contrast, growth in consumption was steeper and more fluctuating,
reaching 95 units by 2000. Energy imports needed to bridge this gap therefore
increased from very little in 1970 to a substantial 25 units in 2000.

Projections up to 2025 indicate that this trend is likely to continue, with the gap
between production and consumption widening. By 2025 it is expected that
consumption will reach 140 units, while production will reach only 90, so more
than 30% of energy consumed (50 units) will have to be imported.

Overall, the graph indicates that energy production in the US is not keeping up
with consumption, so imports will continue to increase.

of a city sports club think about the club’s activities, facilities and
opening hours.

£
H

Summarise the information by selecting and reportiné the main features, ||

and make any comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Female members
Male members

Male members 63% 27% 10%

maie members 72% 25%
Male members 44% 19%
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The table compares the opinions of male and female club members about the
services provided by a city sports club.
We can see from the responses that the male members are generally happy or

satisfied with the range of activities at the club, with only 5% dissiat'isﬁed. In
contrast, however, only about two-thirds of female members were positive about

the activity range and almost a third were dissatisfied.

The genders were more in agreeiﬁent gbout the club facilities. Only 14% of women
.. o

and 10% of men were unhappy with these, and the majority (64 and 63%

respectively) were very positive.

Tinally, the female respondents were much happier with the club opening l'murz

than their male counterparts. Almost three-quarters of them were very satisfie

with these and only 3% were unhappy, whereas nearly 40% of the men expressed

their dissatisfaction.

Overall, the table indicates that female members are most unhappy with the range

of activities, while male members feel that opening hours are the least satisfactory

aspect of the club.

1

N m;& . .
The charts below give information about the way in which water was
used in different countries in 2000. ‘ .
rise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,

Summa:
and make comparisons where relevant.

@ Agriculture
3 Domeslic
# Industry

World water use, 2000 70%

i |02 Domestic
& Industry

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%  100%
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The two d.iag:tams give figures for water use in different parts of the world in 2000.
The' first indicates that almost three-quarters of world consumption (70%) was for
agriculture, while 22% was used for industry and a mere 8% for domestic purposes.

The two plans illustrate how a small coastal village in Europe grew into a large
tourist centre between 1974 and 2004.

This pattern is almost identical to that for China in 2000, whereas India used even The figures show that over these thirty years, the local population increased
movre water (92%) for agriculture and only 8% for industrial and domestic : dramatically from only 12,000 to 80,000, swelling to a possible 130,000 during the
I sectors. : ;
hn contrast, New Zealand used almost equal proportions for agriculture and tourist season.
ouseh 9 : R . :
byl;:iuzlci;se, 44% and 46% respectively, and a slightly higher 10% was consumed : ‘During this period large numbers of high-rise hotels were built along the coastline
] on both sides of the original village. The harbour and coastal woodlands were
ghe p;ttern in Canada is almost the reverse of the world average, with a'mere 80% replaced by a sandy beach and a golf course for the tourists.
v industry. Only 12% was b i ;
quarter of the Nzindu; - COI;Ziclln z’ the domestic sector, which was almost a The original village and those further inland on the hillsides were developed with
ion. . . .
phion more homes for locals and more shops for the tourist trade. A main road leading
‘Ohverall, the data show that water use in the two developing countries is closer to from the hills to the coast was built to cope with the increased traffic to the village.
the world patterns of consumption.
prion In conclusion, not only the original village, but also the whole surrounding area

had been transformed into a well-populated tourist resort by 2004.

e - .
The map below is of the town of Garlsdon. A new supermarket (8) isf
planned for the town. The map shows two possible sites for the|

The diagrams below show the development of a small fishing village and

its surrounding area into a large European tourist resort.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,

and make comparisons where relevant. supermarlket. ' .
: Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, |
Write at least 150 words. 1974: Fishing village papulation = 12000 ! and make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words. i

3 ] N I Countrysids
GARLSDON . ToenConte
“Populadsn 65,000 T (no raffi zonc) i
! Housing ]
12 ks to Hindoa B andustey
populatios 10,000 ~ — Raitway

s Muin tosds

16 km to Bransdon 25km to Cransdon -
popuiation 15.000 population 29,000




The map shows two proposed locations for a new supermarket for the town of
Garlsdon.

The first potential location (S1) is outside the town itself, and is sited just off the
main road to the town of Hindon, lying 12 kms to the north-west. This site is in the
countryside and so would be able to accommeodate a lot of car parking. This would
make it accessible to shoppers from both Hindon and Garlsdon who could travel by
car. As it is also close to the railway line linking the two towns to Cransdon (25 km

to the south-east), a potentially large number of shoppers would also be able to
travel by train.

In contrast, the suggested location, $2, is right in the town centre, which would be
good for local residents. Theoretically the store could be accessed by road or rail
from the surrounding towns, including Bransdon, but as the central area is a no-
traffic zone, cars would be unable to park and access would be difficult.

Overall, neither site is appropriate for all the towns, but for customers in
Cransdon, Hindon and Garledon, the out-of-town site (81) would probably offer
more advantages. '

i3 J
The table below gives information about the underground railway '
systems in six cities.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Paris 1900 199 1191

Tokyo 1927 155 i 1927 :
Washington DC 1976 126 144
Kyoto 1981 11 45
Los Angeles 2001 28 50

Pihocrori e
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The table shows the details regarding the underground railway systems in six cities.

London has the oldest underground railway systems among the gix cities. It was
opened in the yeai‘ 1863, and it is already 140 years old. Paris is the second oldest,
in which it was opened in the year 1900. This was then followed by the opening of
the railway systems in Tokyo, Washington DC and Kyoto. Los Angeles has the
newest underground railway system, and was only opened in the year 2001. In
terms of the size of the railway system, London, for certain, has the largest
underground railway system. It has 394 kilometres of route in total, which is
nearly twice as large as the system in Paris. Kyoto, in contrast, has the smallest
system. It only has 11 kilometres of route, which is more than 30 times less than

that of London.

Interestingly, Tokyo, which only has 155 kilometres of route, serves the greatest
number of passenger per year, at 1927millions passengers. The system in Paris has
the second greatest number of passengers, at 1191 millions passengers per year.
The smallest underground railway system, Kyoto, serves the smallest number of

passengers per years as predicted.

In conclusion, the underground railway gystem in different cities vary a lot in the
size of the system, the number of passengers served per year and in the age of the

system.

shown below.

You should write at least 150 words.

14000 |
12000 |
10000 |

cases annualty (‘000)

The graph Eelow gives information about the progress of certain diseases
during childhood between 1950 and 2000 in a developing country.
Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information

L
i
-1 Y
i
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The gjraph shows figures for the number of cases of certain diseases in childhood over
a period of 50 years from 1950 to 2000. It seems that overall these diseases decreased
sgbstantmlly until about 1980 but then started to increase again.

However, certain diseases have shown different trends, Firstly, malaria appears to

have remained fairly constant over the period with between 2 and 3 million cases-.

apart from 1960 when there were only one million instances of the disease in
childhood. Also, the figures for some diseases have fallen significantly, Although
there were 3 million recorded cases of childhood smallpox in 1950, the disease
appears to have been completely eradicated by 1980. In 1950 the number of
occurrences of tuberculosis peaked at 6 million and subsequently decreased
dramatically until they reached an all time low of 500,000 in 1980. Since then there
has been a gradual increase with one million cases in 2000. Finally, the figures for
AIDS, which were first recorded in 1980, have shot up from approximately 500,000
and topped 9 million in 2000.

lecturer describing the information shown below.
| You should write at least 150 words.

Subjects studied at university

Medicine Media Studies [ ngmeemn

History 1 8% Literature 12% Medicine 6%
Sports science | 8% Sports science 12% Law 6%
Law 5% Law 10% Languages 6%
Engineering 3% Medicine 4% Literature 4%
Languages 2% Languages 1 1% History 2%
Literature 1% Engineering 1% Sports science | 0%

The following table shows preferences for academic subjects studied at
degree level in different countries. Write a report for a university .

This report describes the enrolments for a number of ‘different subjects in
universities in the UK, Australia and France.

As can be seen in the table, medicine is the most popular subject studied in
Australia with 10% of the total students compared to France and the UK with 6%
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and 4% respectively. In contrast to this, Australia students in literature number
only 1% whereas in the UK it secured 12% of the student population, the second
most favoured branch of learning after media studies which had 15%. Engineering
is easily the most studied subject.in France with 18% but in Australia and the UK
few students selected this as their specialisation with only 3% and 1% respectively.
Whilst more modern disciplines such as media studies and sports studies attracted
interest in the UK and Australia, gaining 12% and 8% for the latter subject, in
France they appear not to exist at all. In all three countries languages do not
appear to be very popular with France having the highest numbers at 6% and
falling to 2% and 1% for Australia and the UK.

The table below shows the total'appearances in court or 10 to 18 year old |-
children distinguished by age and sex in New South Wales, Australia'{f
between July 1984 and June 18950. f
Write a report for a university lecturer deseribing the information
shown below. :
You should write at least 150 words.

11 12 13 14 15 16~ 1 18

90 238 602 | 1286 | 2060 | 2915 | 3495 | 1203
3 38 1 135 300 530 586 596 163

TR . SR

This report describes the number of court appearances for boys and girls between
the ages of 10 and 18, in New South Wales, Australia in 1994 and 1995.

As can be seen from the table, at the age of 10 the court appearances for boys are

relatively few numbering a mere 95. Until the age of 17 the figures increase

steadily every year when they reach a peak a;t 3495. At 18, the first year of
adulthood, there is a dramatic fall in the total male court attendances to 1203 cases.
The trend for girls is similar in as much as the fewest court cases is 4 at the age of
11 and the figures rise steadily until the age of 15 at 530. Between 16 and 17 the
figures remained stable at 586 and 596 respectively. At 18, as in the case with the
male statistics, the numbers drop significantly to 163.

Although the general trend is similar for both sexes, the court appearances for boys

are between three and seven times more frequent than those for girls.
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The table below shows the consumer durables (telephone, refrigerator,
ete.) owned in Britain from 1872 to 1983. i
Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information
shown below.
You should write at least 150 words.
Consumer durables [(#@ 1974 | 1 1983
Percentage of
households with:
Central heating 43 64
television 95 98
video 18
vacuum cleaner 89
refrigerator 81 94
washing machine 68 80
dishwasher 5
telephone 50 77

The chart shows that the percentage of British households with a range of
f:onsumer durables steadily increased between 1972 and 1983. The greatest
increase was in telephone ownership, rising from 42% in 1972 to 77% in 1983. Next
came central heating ownership, rising from 37% of households in 1972 to 64% in
1983. The percentage of households with a refrigerator rose 21% over the same
period and of those with a washing machine by 14%. Households with vacuum-
cleaners, televisions and dishwashers increased by 8%, 5% and 2% respectively. In
1983, the year of their introduetion, 18% of households had a video recorder.

The significant social changes reflected in the statistics are that over the period the
proportion of British houses with central heating rose from one to two thirds, and
of those with a phone from under a half to over three-quarters, Together with the
big increases in the ownership of washing machines and refrigerators, they are
evidence of both rising living standards and trend to lifestyles based on comfort

and convenience.
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The cht below shows the amount of leisure time enjoyed by men and
women of different employment status.
Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information 1
shown below. ]
You should write at least 150 words.

Leisure time in a typical week: by sex and employment status, 1998-99

100 i
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The chart shows the number of hours of leisure enjoyed by men and women in a
typical week in 1998-9, according to gender and employment status.

on average had fifty hours of leisure,
seven hours. There were no figures given
timers had only forty hours of leisure
time employment, perhaps reflecting

Among those employed full-time, men
whereas women had approximately thirty-
for male part-time workers, but female part-
time, only slightly- more than women in full-
their work in the home.

leisure time showed an increase for both

In the unemployed and retired categories,
oyed more leisure time-over

sexes, as might have been expected. Here too, men enj
eighty hours, compared with seventy hours for women, perhaps once again

reflecting the fact that women spend more time working in the home than men.

Lastly, housewives enjoyed approximately fifty-four hours of leisure, on average.
There were no figures given for househusbands! Overall, the chart demonstrates
that in the categories for which statistics on male leisure time were available, men

enjoyed at least ten hours of extra leisure time.
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destinations over the same period.

shown below.

You should write at least 150 words.

Holiday
Business
Visits to friends and relatives |
Other reasons
TOTAL

DESTINATIONS OF VISITS ABROAD BY UK RESIDENTS BY MAIN

REGION (1994 - 98)
North America
1994 919
1995 914
1996 1,167
1997 1,559
1998 1,823

According to statistical information, the main reason for traveling abroad is
holidays, business, and visits to friends and relatives. Indeed, there is a steady
increase in the number of holiday makers; while in 1996 there were about 17,896 of
the sample in 1998 there were 20,700 of them. Moreover, with the introduction of
more countries within the EC market, travelling for business has also increased.
Although there is not a big decrement 3,957 traveled abroad for business during
1998 compared with 3,249 in 1996. Finally, traveling abroad for visiting friends
and relatives shows a steady increase over the period 1994 — 1998. While there
were about 2,628 travelers in 1995 in 1998 the number increased to 3,181 in 1998.
Consequently, there is a steady increase in three main reasons for travelling
abroad; Holidays, business, or to visit relatives and friends.
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The first chart below shows the resulis of a survey which sampled a
cross-section of 100,080 people asking if they travelled abroad and why;}f
they travelied for the period 1994 - 88. The second chart shows their?;

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information|.

In addition, there is also an increased change in the destinations which people tend’
to prefer for travelling. The area which appear to be more popular among travellers
js Western Europe. Indeed, while in 1994 only 19,371 of the sample p1.'eferred to
spend their holiday (or other reasons) in that main region, there was an increase t;o
24,519 in 1998. North America and other areas appeared also favourable. In 1996,
there were 1,167 going to North America and 1,905 to other areas. These numbers
increased to 1,823 and 2,486 accordingly. Statistical figures prove that. Western
Europe seems to be the most favourable place for holiday makers while North
America and other areas follow behind.

e a below shows the figures for imprisonment in five conntnes%

between 1930 and 1980. - o
Write a report for a university lecturer describing the 1nformatxoni

shown below.
You should write at least 150 words.
In thousands
72 Great Brilain
T (] Australia
5] New Zealand
25 United States

5 Canada

nment in the five countries mentioned
fact there is considerable

The table shows that the figures for impriso
indicate no overall pattern of increase or decrease. In

fluctuation from country to country.

i i 00 in
‘s QGreat Britain the numbers in prison have inereased steadily from 30,0

1930 to 80,000 in 1980. On the other hand in Australia, and pa;ticulaﬂy in New
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Zealand, the numbers fell markedly from 1930 to 1940. Since then they have
increased ‘gradually, apart from in 1980 when the numbets in prison in New
Zealand fell by about 30,000 from the 1970 total. Canada is the only country in
which the numbers in prison have decreased over the period 1930 to 1980,
although there have Been fluctuations in thls trend. The figures for the United
States indicate the greatest number of prisoners compared to the other four
countries but populdtion size needs to be taken into account in this. analysis. The

p.risonApopulation in the United States increased rapidly from 1970 to 1980 and
' this must be a worrying trend. :

The graphs below show the number of drivers in Britain who have been
caught driving too fast by speed cameras placed on roads, and the :
number of people killed in road accidents, over an eight year periodf%
since the introduction of speed cameras. The tables show the results'of a |’
survey on people’s opinions on speed cameras.

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information|
below.

Write at least 150 words:

SPEED CAMERA FINES ROAD ACCIDENT FATALITIES H

. 1mo00c0 .- , -
) 3,800,000 ~f . ; :
1400,000 -4 - | - . . 2500
1,200.000 ~f..; e / 3,000 ./I—-‘\\/‘N?"M :
1000000 4§ | . / 2500 . :
600,000 - - ' . 2000 -
a0000 - | /x/ 1500
400,000 "/"/!5/ 1000 .
200,000 <~ | | 500
. o /
12 3 4585 8 37 @ 12 3 8558 6 7 8 !
Yoar Yoar

The first graph shows that 200,000 drivers were caught speeding in the first year
of épeed cameras. After that, the number rose steadily until the fifth year, when it
began to rise dramatically. Between the fifth and eighth years, it rose from about
4530,000 to over 1.6 million. However, the number of road accident. fatalities over
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) . ing the fourth
h period hardly changed at all. Although it fell shghtlylguvl;:ﬁd therefore
the same i 3,000 per year.
pett . t JuSt over o, Nl

: ained fairly constant a ; ber of serious
T lttrhzrzgiving people fines for speeding had no effect on t';lzenuuflajority of them
PR :dents. This is the view of the people in the survez- ;dents, and 71% of
road ac? ed' cameras did not reduce the number of roa a;C ra'ther than to
felt th;l I:Ii}emt the purpose of them was to get money from fines,
them fe

YOV IOad Sa.fehy. Just over half thought t}lat there were too many Speed
impro e

cameras, and t»he rise m the llunlbel Of ﬁnes lndICateS hb.ab more an.d. more cameras

were installed over the eight-year period,

ws the process for making a water clock.

o below ohe describing the information|:

Write a report for a university lecturer

below.

Write at least 150 words. HOW TO BUID YOUR OWH WATER CLOCK

plartic bottle
tape
1. tap
9. cover hole with finger - \ ®
3. fill top bottle to overflow | § S
4. level constant’ . o——’
from hole ——1| plestic bottle Inack cut offl
5. finger, away‘ =
6. levels per minute C‘_‘;
7. empty‘ and repeat process . = ®
for timing things

I{) l)\[l a wate y 14 "t d ttach a bOhtle at the top Of it
ld t Clock ou must first ge a stan a‘pd_a h y

. g - ! N < - 03t E

Wlbh some tape. ThlS bottle must have a hole mn thebottom Of it aIld a hole at th.e
1de, 1 C A\ w y u t ot el" bott].e Cut the'neck Off it

y hl h ou gt e a Stra . Then (4 ge an h . 3
a d nio w. y
and place it beneath the ﬁISt bottle-
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You begin the process by turning the tap on and covering the hole at the bottom of
the first bottle with your finger. Water drips from the tap into that bottle until it is
full and water overflows through the straw. This keeps a constant level of water in
the bottle. Then you take your finger away from the hole, so that water drips
through it and into the second bottle. As it drips into the second bottle, you mark
with a pen on the second bottle what the level of water is after one minute, after
two minutes, and so on. When the second %ottle is full and you hav_e made marks
for each minute, you empty the second bottle. You can then repeat the process to
time things, for example because you know how many minutes it takes for all of the
water to pass from the top bottle to the bottom bottle.

The bar charts and line graph below show the results of a survey

conducted over a three-year period to discover what people who live in
London think of the city.

RS Y

Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information below.
Write at least 150 words.

w ‘What are the best things sbout living in Londan?

Yesr 1

Vau2D

vange oty miure  mussums®  nightBle transport 4
ofshopy  oppottunities of pespla  art gatierics :

What ars the worst things about living in London?  * Ara these things » major problem in London?
%
& - {%: of people snswering “Yes'}

———— e
S sl quality|

== == — nolte

fratfic erime cost of
congestinn houslng

& iving i re the
The first chart shows that the most popular aspects of living in London we

y i d b
range of shops, the job opportunities and” the mixture of people, followe );
) tage o
museums and art galleries, nightlife, transport and parks. The percen ith
the three years of the
i things hardly changed at all over .
people naming these ' . . o
survey, although the nmumber of people naming shops and job opportunities

1] htly alld t‘he llu]nhel’ ()f l)e()ple naming muse: 8 8 a allemes ni hthfe
g g UM nd rt g 1 g
.8 3 »

and parks went up slightly. { 5
The second chart s;hows that the cost of living and traffic congestion wi;e .seen :Z
the worst aspects of life in London, followed by crime, the cost of 1;olls;2§rihe
transport. However, the percentage of people choosing .these aspfactsh et e
three years in all cases apart from housing. It is interesting to notice tha

. e don.
was seen as both one of the best and one of the worst things about living in Lon

. lity,
With regard to major problems, the percentage of people who felt that air quaity
i se
ise and litter were major problems fell over the three years, although it ro
gt i i tg is
glightly in the second year for air quality. The overall view given by the char

i i the
that people felt that there were improvements with regard to most things they

dislike‘d about living in London over the three years.

233









